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“YOU  ONLY  HAVE  I  KNOWN OF  ALL

THE  FAMILIES  OF THE EARTH”

AN ADDRESS ON FLESHLY ISRAEL

ADANAC CONFERENCE 2002

The theme for  this conference is “GOD’s chosen people”. Who are GOD’s chosen people?  The answer is very clear, Israel. In the pre-Christian era from the death of Jacob on, fleshly Israel. During the Gospel Age  Spiritual Israel. It is generally recognized that Israel became a nation in their own right with the death of Jacob. You could say, he was their father. Many times in the Scriptures they are referred to as the children of Israel, they are the children of Israel in two ways, firstly the inhabitants of a city or country are often referred to  as the children of that city or country and the country is referred to as their mother.  Just  as Jerusalem above is our mother, so they are the children of the country of Israel, but they are also the children or descendents of Jacob  whose name was later changed to Israel; hence they are the children  of Israel in a very literal way.

In Amos 3:2 GOD is speaking to Israel and HE says in part:

 “You only have I Known of all the families of the earth”. 

 GOD was dealing at that time only with fleshly Israel, exactly the same words would now apply to Spiritual Israel.  During this present age GOD is dealing only with HIS  called-out ones, those called to have a part in the High-calling.

In the coming age the whole human family will be GOD’s chosen people and all who will do the HEAVENLY FATHER’s will, Jesus will be pleased to call Brethren and they shall  inherit the earthly paradise that our Loving HEAVENLY FATHER has prepared for them.   

To give an illustration, GOD has been and still is selecting HIS government, you could say  HIS ministers  and backbenchers, etc, during the pre-Christian era, the selection of the “princes” as we see in Isaiah 32:1,

“Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.” 

During the Christian era the selection of the kings and priests Is taking place. In Isaiah 32:1 the king would be King Jesus. It would seem that this would also include His body members. This is strongly suggested by the fact that only the king and princes are mentioned  and no other classes. The question has been asked: “where does the nation of fleshly Israel stand in relation to GOD’s Plan, what is their reward, what have they been promised?” At our Lord’s first advent  Jesus rejected them and cast them off as we see in  Matt 23:38,

“Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.” 

The nation as a whole  lost the exclusive right to the High-calling which was then opened up to the Gentiles, but this did not bar individual Jews who were of a right heart condition from coming into Christ and running in the same race with the Gentiles for the prize  of  the  High-calling. So during the Gospel Age there is no difference  between Jew and Gentile, they each have the same hope, but what is their position after the Gospel Age is over? Have they been permanently cast off or  is GOD’s Favour once again to return to HIS chosen people of old? The Apostle Paul gives a very different answer in Romans 11:11,

I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

We note that he is speaking here of those that were cast off and blinded.

We realise that amongst those  here  today  there  is  a  division of  opinion  on  this            question. We should not adopt the attitude you must see as I do. But we do have an obligation to present the Scriptures as clearly as we can, and allow the Scriptures to speak for themselves, and we do have an abundance of  scriptures on the topic of Israel. 

 There are many divisions among Christians, on various doctrinal points, even sometimes among our own Brethren, specially overseas, we could say that it is the different doctrines that cause these divisions, but is that really so? Rather are these divisions not caused by the wrong attitude or wrong motivation? We have no obligation to endeavour to make our Brethren see as we do. There is an old saying: “convince a man  against his will  and he is of the same opinion still”. We  should not create divisions, we should not build walls but rather we should  build bridges, so please accept that this is the spirit in which this address is given.

In 70 A.D. when the Roman armies captured Jerusalem the the Jewish people were scattered throughout all the nations of the world. Over 1930 years have elapsed since then, but they are still a separate and individual people, can  we not see GOD’s Hand in this? In the ordinary course of events when this type of thing has occurred to a people or a nation they have become assimilated and lost their identity. We realise, if this had been  the case with the Jewish people GOD’s many promises to bring  them once again out of all the nations where HE had scattered them, could not have been fulfilled. Nothing that has been prophesied can fail to come to pass, every jot and tittle is steadfast and sure. One of the things that has kept GOD’s chosen people together, separate and distinct from all others is their Law. They are in fact still under the Law. Not all see it this way,  some point to Colossian 2:14 which reads: 

“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;”

The Law was nailed to the cross  only for those that accept the cross. The only way for a Jew to be released from the Law is by the acceptance of Jesus Christ as their Saviour. The Gentiles of course are not under the Law and never have been, the Law was not given to them.  Those Jews who have not accepted Jesus Christ and still believe that they are under the Law, they are in fact under the Law. For them to break the Law would be a violation of conscience. It is a basic principle if someone fully believes something to be a sin and they go ahead and do it, to them it is a sin, yet for others who have a better understanding of this subject,  for them it would not be a sin. The apostle Paul brings this thought out in Romans 14:14, 

“I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean”. 

Now let us look at Romans 3:19,

“Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God”.

Paul penned these words many years after the death of the Lord Jesus and yet he said that there were still those who were under the Law, that was of course  the nation of Israel, all those that had not accepted Jesus Christ.

It is important that we understand  that GOD has not permanently rejected  and cast off HIS chosen people of Israel, we have very many scriptures confirming this, firstly let us look at the beautiful passage in Jer. 24:6-7, which is speaking of Israel,


“For I will set mine eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this land: and I will build them, and not pull them down; and I will plant them, and not pluck them up. 

And I will give them an heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart.

We find a similar passage in Amos chapter 9:14-15,


“And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. 


And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God”
We note particularly in these lovely passages that it is a permanent return to the land, they have been returned to the land before, only to be plucked up again, both of these passages say that this will not be the case this time, (they shall no more be pulled up out of the land which I have given them),  GOD is acknowledging that  this had been the case previously, because HE uses the words (no more be pulled up), we find a number of very clear passages in the book of Ezekiel, firstly Ezek. 11:17-20, 


“Therefore say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even gather you from the people, and assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. 


And they shall come thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things thereof and all the abominations thereof from thence. 


And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh: 


That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.” 

We note that this takes place after they have been returned to the land of Israel from all the nations where they had been scattered. We also see that the reason for giving them the new spirit and the heart of flesh is “that they may walk in MY statutes, and keep MINE ordinances”  Now let us turn to Ezek. 36:21-38,


“But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the heathen, whither they went. 


Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. 


And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes.


For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. 


Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.” 


A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. 


And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 


And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God”.,


I will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon you.


And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the field, that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine among the heathen. 


“Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and for your abominations.


Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord GOD, be it known unto you: be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel. 


Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have cleansed you from all your iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the wastes shall be builded. 


And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of all that passed by. 


And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are inhabited.


Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know that I the LORD build the ruined places, and plant that that was desolate: I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it. 


Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock. 


As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the”LORD.”

Ezek. 39:25-27,

“Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Now will I bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole house of Israel, and will be jealous for my holy name; 

after that they have borne their shame, and all their trespasses whereby they have trespassed against me, when they dwelt safely in their land, and none made them afraid. 


And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them”. 

GOD is going to put HIS Spirit in them and cause them to walk in HIS statues confirming again what we saw in Ezek. Chapter 11, it is only by the indwelling of GOD’s Holy Spirit that any can keep HIS law perfectly, now to  Ezek 20:42-43,


And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I shall bring you into the land of Israel, into the country for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your fathers. 


And there shall ye remember your ways, and all your doings, wherein ye have been defiled; and ye shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for all your evils that ye have committed. 

There are several things that we need to note particularly in these passages, firstly GOD says that HE is not doing it for their sakes, but for HIS Holy Name’s sake. In Romans chapter 11 GOD says that HE is also doing it because of the promise that HE made to their Fathers, (which we will look at shortly).  It is also important that we understand that these passages have nothing to do with Spiritual Israel this is very clear  by the following statements in these various passages we have just looked at: such as “I will bring them again to this land”, “I will bring you into your land”, “ I will give you the land of Israel”,  “and ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your Fathers”, “dwell safely in the land”.  We must also note that these are very definite and positive promises, and quite unconditional, GOD is not talking about something that may or may not happen, HE says, “I will give you a new heart”,  “I will put a new spirit within you”, “and I will put MY Spirit within you”, “you will keep MY laws and statutes”.

If we thought that GOD was not going to keep these promises, we could have no faith in anything that GOD had said, nothing in the whole Bible  is given in more definite terms than these scriptures. We see that when they receive GOD’s Spirit quite a change will take place, they are going to loath themselves, (as we saw in Ezek. 36:31 and Ezek. 20:43.)  they are going to see themselves in the true light for the first time and be brought to a realisation of just how far short they have come.    
Deut 4:26-31 is an interesting passage,


“I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed. 


And the LORD shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the heathen, whither the LORD shall lead you. 


And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 


But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul. 


When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice; 
(For the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto them.” 

This passage shows that away back at that time GOD knew precisely what was going to happen with the nation of Israel and just what HE was going to do about it. This passage covers a long period of time and shows their scattering throughout all the nations and then the return of GOD’s favour to them, as we see in the passage this was to be in the latter days, that is, the days we are now living in and the days just ahead of us.

We note that these promises are conditional upon their turning to the LORD and being obedient to HIS Voice.  As we saw in the Ezekiel passages this is precisely what is going to occur, when they receive GOD’s Spirit a transformation will take place.

 GOD’S disfavour to HIS chosen Nation will only last until HIS appointed time. As we search the Scriptures we see that this important little word : “until”or “till” keeps coming up. We have those tender words of Jesus spoken to the nation of Israel in Matthew 23:37-39, 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 


Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 


For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord”. 
The word till clearly implies that this would  happen at that future day. In Matthew 21:9 the crowd said exactly that,


“And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest.”

We would understand this to typify that coming  beautiful event, when the whole nation of Israel will pay homage to Jesus and recognise Him as their long awaited Messiah,  the whole of our Lord’s three and a half years ministry  was really a picture of good things to come: the healing of the sick, raising the dead, feeding the multitude etc. these all foreshadowed the great Millennial Age work.

We have heard the thought expressed that there is not much in the New Testament  regarding the return of GOD’s Favour to fleshly Israel, we must bear in mind that to a very large extent the New Testament is written to Spiritual Israel and for their benefit, so we should not expect to find a large amount about fleshly Israel, however we do have several good passages that make the matter clear. We must bear in mind that the Old Testament is still GOD’S inspired Word and just as sure as anything written in the New Testament.

Let us now turn to that well-known passage Romans chapter 11. In verse 1 Paul asks the question: “has GOD cast away HIS people?”  His answer is: “GOD forbid.” Then in verse 2  he says: “GOD has not cast away HIS people.”    Then he goes on to show that there was a small number of believers  who had accepted the call  and in verse 5 he says,

“Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.”

And then in verses  7 and 8 he asks the question,

“What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded


(According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day.”

Then verses 10-12, 


“Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.” 


“I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 


Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?”

Let us read verse 12 again this time from the Living Bible,

“Now if the whole world became rich  as the result of God’s offer of salvation, when the Jews stumbled over it and turned it down, think how much greater a blessing the world will share in later on when the Jews too come to Christ.” 

In verse 11 Paul uses the same term: “GOD forbid”, he is saying that they have not fallen permanently, we note that he is speaking of those who were blinded, mentioned in verse 10 as having their eyes darkened. Now let us look at verse 15,


“For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?” 
This verse is still speaking of those who were blinded and shows clearly that the time would come when GOD  would receive them back into favour again. We notice that GOD says HE has blinded them by giving them the spirit of slumber. The thought could be not so much that GOD has literally blinded them but rather that HE has not enlighten them. The deep things of GOD can only be understood by the Spirit of GOD as Paul said in 1 Cor.:2 14,


“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned”. 

GOD did not give these of HIS Spirit simply because their heart condition was wrong; therefore they were unsuitable material for the High-Calling, but when HIS due time comes HE will pour out HIS Spirit upon them, as we saw in those beautiful passages we have just looked at in Ezekiel,   Zechariah 12:10 also makes this clear, 


“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for 

him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.” 

This shows a complete change of heart and gives the same thought as we saw in Ezekiel, they are going to loath themselves for what they have been and what they have done. 

When GOD’s Spirit is poured out upon them, their eyes will be opened and their blindness will be removed, that is exactly what it says in Romans  11:25. Let us now read verses 25-29, of the same chapter,


“For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.


And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 


For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.


As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 


For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance”. 

Here again we have that important little word until. Until the full number have been selected out of the Gentiles and the church is complete The election of  verse 28 is not our election, it is speaking here of the election of fleshly Israel, some translations say: “ because of GOD’s choice”, another translation says: “ as the chosen people they are still loved by GOD” and another says: “GOD’s choice stands”. Let us now read verses 28-29 again this time from the Living Bible which presents the matter very clearly,

 “ Now many of the Jews are enemies of the Gospel. They hate it.  But this has been a benefit  to you, for it has resulted in GOD’s giving HIS gifts to  you Gentiles. Yet the Jews are still beloved  of GOD  because of  HIS promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, For GOD’s gifts and HIS call can never be withdrawn;  HE will never go back on HIS Promises.”

How beautifully it is put here, “For GOD’s Gifts and HIS Call can never be withdrawn HE will never go back on HIS promises” that is of course HIS promises to fleshly Israel made to their Fathers. 

Other translations say: “they are irrevocable”, or “GOD does not change HIS Mind about whom HE chooses and blesses”.  We have heard the thought presented that GOD’s  Favour will not return to Israel because the promises were conditional upon their obedience  to GOD and keeping the Law perfectly which they failed to do, this was only true as far as the High calling was concerned, as we saw in verse 7  Israel has not obtained that which he seeketh. In verse 5 Paul shows that only a remnant obtained that, as it says in  John 1:11-12,


“He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:” 

The apostle Paul makes it very clear that GOD will never go back on HIS Promises to bless the nation of Israel, HIS Promises were not conditional, they were totally unconditional no matter what the Jews do, no  matter what you or I think, GOD’s selection  or as Paul puts it: “election” of Israel as HIS chosen people will stand, just the same as with Spiritual Israel, GOD said to Abraham; “in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed”. We often speak of this  promise or covenant as being unconditional, Paul shows that this seed is Christ including the body members. This is part of the basic fundamental Plan of GOD and  is totally unconditional, no matter what anyone does or thinks, all the families of the earth will be blessed in Abraham’s Seed, just as the promises to fleshly Israel are  also a part of GOD’s basic Plan, GOD promised to punish them  first for all their iniquities and sins and to scatter them throughout  the nations  of the  world and then at the appointed time to bring them out again from   the nations where they had been scattered, to bring  them into the land of Israel and then to shower  blessings upon them. This is totally unconditional and will happen because GOD has spoken it and HIS Word is sure. We need to understand that it is unconditional as far as GOD’s overall Plan is concerned, not of course unconditional as far as individuals are concerned. In the case of individuals it is very much conditional. If we wish to share in the great privilege of having a small part in blessing   mankind in the next age,  we must prove worthy of that honour. If we prove unworthy, it will in no way affect GOD’s great overall Plan, as Paul says that our crown will simply be allocated to another man. The  same with fleshly Israel, to receive any special blessings or privileges from GOD the individual Jew will have to be worthy of them.  There will be a further sifting process of the nation of Israel, half  are to go into captivity,  “exile”  is the correct translation here,  we find the passage in Zech. 14:1-3,  

Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 


For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city. 


Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 

This would the final battle at the end of the age, the time of Armageddon, it would also be the period refered to as “the time of Jacob’s trouble” as mentioned in Jer. 30:7-14,


Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it. 


For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him: 


But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David 

their king, whom I will raise up unto them. 
Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, saith the LORD; neither be dismayed, O Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall make him afraid. 

GOD is to take out of the nation of Israel those who are unsuitable material and leave behind a cleansed and purified people, let us look at some other scriptures along this line, Zeph. 3:11-13,


“In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take away out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty because of my holy mountain. 


I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the LORD. 


The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid”. 
Ezek.20:33-34,
As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: 


And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury poured out. 

Ezek 20:38


And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and 

them that transgress against me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.

Ezek 16:59-63,


For thus saith the Lord GOD; I will even deal with thee as thou hast done, which hast despised the oath in breaking the covenant. 


Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an everlasting covenant. 


Then thou shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed, when thou shalt receive thy sisters, thine elder and thy younger: and I will give them unto thee for daughters, but not by thy covenant. 

And I will establish my covenant with thee; and thou shalt know that I am the LORD: 


That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord GOD. 
Those that are still left in Israel will now have GOD’s Holy Spirit their conscience will be sensitised, they will be pricked in their heart just as those on the day of Pentecost were, as we see in Acts 2:37.  

 Let us now look at Jeremiah 18:1-6, 


“The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 


Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. 


Then I went down to the potter's house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels.


And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. 


Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 


O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel.” 

Israel  lost the position of chief honour, she cannot become a vessel of the greatest honour, but GOD is still able to fashion her into a vessel of honour, but one of less honour than she sought after. Let us now look at Luke 21:24,.


“And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled”. 

Our Lord is speaking here of the event that occurred in 70 A.D. when the Roman armies under general Titus captured Jerusalem, Jesus points out that the Gentile powers were to tread down Jerusalem, meaning that they were  to have dominion over Israel. Jerusalem would picture the whole nation and  this is exactly what happened and  Jesus goes on to say that this situation will not be permanent, it  will  be only “until”, until the times of the Gentiles will be fulfilled. The times of the Gentiles began in 606 B.C. when GOD’s Favour was taken from Israel and given to the Gentile powers. Babylon was the first of these Gentile powers under Nebuchadnezzar, he  was the head of gold. We think of the words  of  Daniel in Daniel 2:37-38,


“Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 


And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold.” 

GOD has allowed the Gentile powers  to have dominion  only for a certain period of  time,  referred to “as the times of the Gentiles.” We see that this lease  of time is now  expired, Israel is no longer under Gentile control, no longer trodden down by them, but existing as an independent self ruling nation.  We are still awaiting for the dominion to be taken  from the governments of this world and given to Christ and the Church in glory. Jesus said in Luke 21:24 that the people of  Israel were  to be scattered throughout all the nations of the world,  and this of course has happened exactly as our Lord said it would, but the Scriptures show that this was not a permanent exile from the land of  Israel, but that GOD was to bring them back again from all the nations where HE had scattered  them. This is a prophecy that has been fulfilled or we could say, is in the process of being fulfilled. Already more than 6 million have returned to the land of Israel, this could not happen until GOD’s appointed time arrived, as we have already seen. We have a great many scriptures prophesying the return of Israel to their own land once again, as we have already seen, now let us look at Jeremiah 3:17-19,  

“At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart. 


In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers. 


But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me.” 
This  beautiful passage  is speaking of the start of the Kingdom Age when the nation of Israel will turn again to GOD, they will call HIM “my FATHER”. 

Every father chastises, but thereafter still loves his child  and cares for it  and does it  good. Likewise the Almighty HEAVENLY FATHER in HIS Word assures  HE will punish Israel but then HE will heal them and do them good.        

 It is important that we  understand that the Jerusalem that is spoken of in the passage above, that is to be called “the Throne of the LORD” is the literal Jerusalem, not  spiritual Jerusalem. We know that some of the Old Testament promises are spiritual, but we are only quoting those that are unmistakable  to fleshly Israel, verse;18 makes this plain, GOD says that they are being brought back into the land which HE gave as an inheritance to your fathers, namely the land of Israel.

 This passage speaks of them as coming out of the land of the north. Many thousands of Jews have returned from the land of the north, namely from the former Soviet Union and after the collapse of their communism it was reported that a thousand  per week were leaving. These returned to the Promised Land. Now let us look at Matt. 5:34-35, 

But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: 


Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 
This links in again with Jerusalem being the Throne of the LORD, Jerusalem was not the city of the great KING when Jesus spoke these words, He was looking forward to the Millennial Day.

We saw in Romans chapter 11 that GOD’s  Favour returned to Israel because of GOD’s Promises made to their fathers, we think of GOD’s Promise to Abraham that he and his seed  were to possess the land, let us look at Gen.13:14-17,   


“And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 


For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. 


And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered. 

Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee”. 

Acts shows that Abraham never received the land in his lifetime, so this has to be still future. Let us look at Acts 7:5,


“And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet he had no child”.

A very significant statement in the Jeremiah passage we just looked at is that at that time they will call Jerusalem  “the throne of the LORD”, this is indeed where the earthly representation of GOD’s Throne will be, the LORD’s Throne means HIS Authority, Power and Rulership. At that day Jerusalem will be the capital of the world, the seat of the earthly phase of the Kingdom. There seems no doubt that this is were the visible representatives will be located, the princes, those we call “Ancient Worthies”. During their lifetime most of them lived in Israel and surrounding areas, so this is where we would expect them to return to, Jerusalem would be the channel for the word of the LORD as we find brought out in Isaiah chapter 2:2-3,


“And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 


And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” 

The LORD must consider this a very important statement because it is repeated again in Micah 4:1-2, in these passages we would understand Zion to  represent the spiritual phase of the Kingdom and Jerusalem the earthly. The Law will originate in Zion and be relayed out to the world from the earthly phase of the Kingdom in Jerusalem. 

The understanding that the nation of Israel will be a very special nation and the channel between Heaven and earth is brought out beautifully in Genesis 28:10-17,


“And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. 


And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 


And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 


And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 


And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 


And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. 


And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. 


And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven”.

This is a very interesting passage, but it is  more than just an interesting story, it confirms once again the privileged position Israel  will hold in the coming age and it certainly is a very privileged position to be at the seat of the earthly phase of GOD’s Government . The LORD is also once again confirming the Promises, Promises that had previously been made to his father Isaac and to his grandfather Abraham, these Promises are both spiritual and fleshly. In Galatian chapter 3 Paul identifies the Seed as spiritual, namely Christ and the glorified Church, but the Promise to bring Jacob’s descendants back out of all the nations where they had been scattered, is to fleshly Israel, for them to inherit the promised land. We note Jacob’s words in verse 17 and let us bear in mind that this statement would be inspired of GOD, he said; “this is none other than the house of GOD and this is the gate of Heaven”, Jacob was of course standing on the land of Israel when he  made this statement. The picture of the ladder shows the easy access between the two phases of the Kingdom, the bottom of the ladder resting in the land of Israel, the earthly phase, the top reaching to Heaven, the spiritual phase. The ladder pictures Jesus, He was the Way, He is the One who made it all possible, it was only because He willingly agreed to give His life as a Ransom sacrifice for father Adam and all his descendents that the glorious work of the Kingdom Age can take place. This of course was in accordance with His FATHER’s Divine Plan of Salvation. The understanding that the ladder typifies Jesus is shown in John1:51, these are our Master’s words,e willingly agreed to give His HH           


“And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.”

But who are the angels  who are ascending and descending on the ladder? As we know  the word angels means “messengers” and can refer to angelic beings, but in this case it seems to  picture the glorified Church. We note that in both the Genesis and John accounts they first ascend. If the heavenly angels were portrayed they would first descend. We note that they are both ascending and  descending, suggesting a continual coming and  going in the work of assisting mankind on the way to holiness, always coming and going by means of the ladder, Jesus is the vital link. This beautiful illustration conveys the  thought that there could be no “coming and going” no Millennial Age work without Him. An interesting point to note is that in the whole Bible this is the only place where the word ladder appears, as if to stress the point that there is one and only one ladder to link the earth to Heaven. 

A very good picture of Israel is conveyed by the fig tree. The scriptures are very clear and unmistakable as to  the symbolism of the fig tree. In Jeremiah chapter 24 we have the illustration of the good and bad figs, picturing the good and  bad in Israel and then we have an interesting verse in Hosea chapter 9 verse 10,


I found Israel like grapes in the wilderness; I saw your fathers as the firstripe in the fig tree at her first time: but they went to Baalpeor, and separated themselves unto that shame; and their abominations were according as they loved. Now to Joel 1:7,

 Now to Joel  1:7,

He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches thereof are made white. 

Here GOD is speaking of the destruction that took place in the land is Israel and HE refers to it as barking HIS fig tree.  Now to Luke 13:6-9,

“He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none.


Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 


And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it:And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down”
This is a parable  of Israel, Jesus had been looking for fruit from the nation for three years and found none. The fig tree was to be given one more year, making four years in all. 
John the Baptist commenced his preaching six month before our Lord’s ministry which lasted a further three and a half years, this again makes a total of four years. It has been suggested that this is the meaning of the four years in the parable. A very good illustration is given in Matthew 21:19,


 “And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away.”

The Diaglott renders it: “may no fruit grow to the age”, how clearly this shows the casting off and withering away of Israel for the period of the Gospel Age. We now once again see the fig tree putting on leaves just as Jesus said in Matthew 24:32-33


  “Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: 


So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.” 

The words “it is near” means the Kingdom is near as we see by the Luke account. The fig tree is still only putting on leaves, it is not yet the season for fruit, this will come later, only after they received GOD’s Spirit. The  parallel account is found in Luke  chapter 21 and verses 29-31,


“And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; 

when they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. 


So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.”

We see “all the trees are putting on leaves”, but we note that only the fig tree is mentioned by name, the others are simply termed trees, showing the pre-eminent  position of the fig tree (the nation of Israel). A Brother at the Melbourne Convention pointed out that at the end of WWII  there were only 50 odd independent nations in the world and now there are over 180, all the trees are indeed putting on leaves. Most of those countries that were colonies have gained independence from their colonial masters. Fruit bearing will not commence until the New Age starts. The commencement of this New Age is shown in this beautiful passage in Song of Solomon chapter 2:11-13,  


“For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; 


The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle (dove) is heard in our land; 


The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape      give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.”

Here for the first time the nation of Israel is shown putting on fruit, Young’s Literal Translation renders it : “hath ripened her green figs”. The passage commences with the words: “lo, the winter is passed” meaning the great winter time of tribulation is over. We remember our Lord’s Words in Matthew 24:20-21


“But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 


For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 

The winter is passed means that the summer had come, the cold and chill is over, the winter rains had gone. Summer means a favourable and pleasant time and aptly depicts the blessed time that is coming when this unrighteous system of things ends forever, the Sun of Righteousness shall arise and the glorious Kingdom reign commence.

What position will GOD’s chosen nation of Israel have at that time, what will be their relationship with the rest of the world? We often speak of the present time as the  “the Day of Preparation” that is, preparation for the 1000  year Millennial Kingdom. Part  of that preparation is returning the Jewish people to their land in accordance with the irrevocable promises made to their ancestors as we saw in Romans 11:29 and raising up the nation of Israel. We have the lovely words found in Hosea 6:1-2, this is the nation of Israel speaking,  


“Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up.


After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.” 

The two days here means 1000 year days. We would count these  days from our Lord’s first advent when He cast the nation of Israel off with the statement: “your house is left unto you desolate”. We need to understand in the language of  that day the expression “after two days” would mean any time on the second day, not after two days are over as we would understand the term to mean. We can confirm this by looking at the Scriptures regarding our Lord’s Resurrection, many times it is stated that He was to rise on the third day; yet Matthew 27:63 and Mark 8:31 say that He was to rise after three days.  At the present time the  reviving of Israel has taken place but not yet the raising up, this must await the pouring out  of GOD’s Holy Spirit. We have these two stages in Israel’s development shown again in Ezekiel chapter 37 the valley of dried bones, verse 11 tells us that these bones represent the whole house of Israel, verse 8 shows sinews, flesh and skin coming upon  them  that  would depict the revival of Israel, their present state of development. Verse 9 shows them receiving the breath of life, this would depict the future time when GOD pours out HIS Holy Spirit upon them.

While the time we are now living in is a Day of Preparation, the whole 6000 years from the fall in Eden has been one long day of preparation, preparing those who were to assist the whole of Adam’s family back to  perfection in the Kingdom Age, it seems part of that preparation work was GOD’s selection and HIS dealing with the nation of Israel. As we know, they failed very badly to come up to the required standard, sometimes one’s failures can help more than ones successes. When they are brought back in the Resurrection and receive GOD’s Spirit they are going to be very ashamed of their past actions, many of them will develop a humble spirit and a contrite heart and will be suitable material for GOD’s use. One of the meanings of  the word Israel is “ruling with GOD”, the Scriptures show that this will be applicable to both spiritual and fleshly Israel, Spiritual Israel as kings and priests on the spiritual plane, fleshly Israel on the earthly plane. A great number of visible earthly representatives of the Kingdom will be required in the next age to assist and teach mankind. The Jewish people will be well suited for this position,  humbled and made ready by the hard experience they have been through, the curses as foretold by Moses in Deuteronomy.  Also having been scattered throughout the nations of the world, they would be familiar with a great many cultures  and languages; therefore they will be best qualified to help the various races and peoples of the world. So in answer to the question “what will fleshly Israel’s position be in the coming age?” We can see that they will be a blesser nation as well as Spiritual Israel, but of course on a lower plane. This understanding is fully supported by the Scriptures. We looked at Jeremiah 3:17 earlier which says that at that day Jerusalem would be called the “Throne of the LORD,” the point we want to note is that all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the Name of the LORD, to Jerusalem. We have the same thought in the passage we looked at in Isaiah 2:2 which reads: “and all nations shall flow unto it”, let us look at Zechariah 8:3,     


“Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain.” 

It will be called a City of truth because as we saw the word of the LORD will go out from there. Mountain means kingdom, Jerusalem will be the Holy Kingdom, as mentioned before, the seat of GOD’s Government. Verses 7 and 8 show the people brought back again to dwell in Jerusalem,


Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east country, and from the west country; 


And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness. 

We saw before in Ezek. 16:61 that Jerusalem was to be given her elder and younger sister as daughters, her sisters are Sodom and Samaria, she is to be their mother to feed, love and nurture them just as a mother does her children. We have the same message again in the beautiful passage found in Isa. 60:1-5,


Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.


For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 


And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 


Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. 


Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. 

Flow together in this passage is not a very accurate translation, Strong’s 5102 gives the meaning:” to sparkle or be cheerful,” some translations render it: “to become radiant” they will become radiant when the veil is taken from their eyes and they see the precious Truth in GOD’s Word that we have been favoured to see.

How very clear it is that Israel will be a blesser nation to the other nations at that time, this will be in the Millennial Age, they will then be the earthly phase of God’s  Kingdom under the guidance of the Princes (the ancient worthies). Whom GOD will raise up to lead them  The context shows that Isa. Chapter 60 is speaking of fleshly Israel, for example, verse 10 in part, “for in my Roth I smote thee, but in MY favour have I had mercy on thee.” In verse 16 GOD is referred as “the Mighty one of Jacob,” verse 18 says in part “violence shall no more be heard in thy land wasting nor destruction within thy borders”. 

Now Isa. 60:21,


“Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall      inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified.” 

Isa. 60:13 is especially interesting,

“The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious.”
This verse shows that this chapter has an earthly setting not a heavenly one. Let us now look at Isa. 66:1,


“Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest.”
Jesus said the same thing in Mat. 5:34-35, we looked at verse 35 before,
But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: 

Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.”
Now to Zech 14:4,


“And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.” 

Regarding the Mount of Olives, this is obviously a symbolic passage, it has been suggested that it pictures the two phases of the Kingdom, the north the Spiritual phase, the south the earthly phase, with the valley showing the easy excess into the Kingdom. The Mount of Olives figures very prominently in the Gospels in connection with Jesus pointing to His Kingdom.  

The whole earth is to be made glorious like the garden of Eden, but this will take time, Isa. chapter 60 is speaking specifically of Israel, the thought is that they will be the first to be made glorious. As Zech. 12:7 says,


“The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah.”

At the start of the Gospel Age the great privilege of the High Calling went to Israel first, as Paul says in Romans 1:16,                                                         


“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

 And as Jesus said in Luke 24:

“And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”          

 The preaching of the Gospel was to be to all nations, but beginning at Jerusalem, we can see that the same pattern will be followed at the start of the Kingdom Age, Israel will be the first to receive the blessings of the New Age, and will in turn dispense the blessings to others as we saw earlier in the picture of the mother. Israel who has been hated by most nations will then be the one, who will do their  former enemies good. 
Micah 5:7-9


And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew from the LORD, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men.


And the remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep: who, if he go through, both treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver.


Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine adversaries, and all thine enemies shall be cut off.
We find a very similar passage in Psalms 72:6,                                        

He shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth.

This lovely passage is speaking of the blessings that our Gracious HEAVENLY FATHER is going to pour out upon mankind in general in the coming Kingdom Age,

Zech 8:13-15, continues along the same line,


And it shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the heathen, O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong. 


For thus saith the LORD of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith the LORD of hosts, and I repented not: 


So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear ye not. 
How true this has been, Israel has indeed been a curse among the nations, hated in so many of the countries where they had been scattered, but what a change is to take place, instead of a curse they are to be a blessing. Then we have  Zechariah 8:21-23,


“And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will go also. 
Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. 


Thus saith the LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that God is with you.” 

This again shows the dominant position of Jerusalem, the 10 men would not be literal, there cannot be 10 men out of all languages, 10 is a number that symbolises earthly completeness, all the nations and  languages  of the world at that time are going to acknowledge the Kingdom in Jerusalem, they will see the blessings that GOD has given to them and will desire to have a part of it. Now to Zechariah 14:16-17,


“And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 

And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain”. 

Those who will not come into line will receive no rain, if literal rain is meant that would be a very effective method to achieve the desired results. No nation could last long without rain, but rain is often used to portray blessings, it could mean that GOD’s Blessings would be withheld from any nation that will not acknowledge the Kingdom

 of GOD operating from Jerusalem. The nations coming up to Jerusalem would probably not mean a literal coming up but acceptance of the Kingdom rule and   obedience to it. This links in beautifully with Isa. 60:12,


“For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.” 

It is good if we can see what GOD has in store for HIS chosen nation of Israel,  what a  blessing we receive by looking into all these wonderful  promises HE has made to them. If we think about it we realise how reasonable and logical it is, Jerusalem is to be the earthly seat of GOD’s Kingdom, the City of the Great KING, the Throne of the LORD, the place where the Ancient Worthies will operate from; therefore it is obvious that the nation of Israel will be the first to receive the Restitution blessings, the first to be made glorious, the first people in the New Age to receive GOD’s Holy Spirit, the first to be humbled through affliction and to be given a heart of flesh, the first to be cleansed and purified with the water of the Word. We know of course by the end of the 1000  year reign of Christ  these blessings will have extended to all of Father Adam’s descendents. At that time all the willing and obedient (the sheep-class) will be called the blessed  of the FATHER, they will inherit the Kingdom prepared for  them from the foundation of the world as we read in Matthew 25:34.  

At that time the glorious work of the Kingdom Age will be over, the 1000 year reign of Christ will have accomplished its purpose, all the willing of mankind will have been restored to perfection to the character of their CREATOR as originally possessed by father Adam before he fell into sin, they will no longer require the assistance of either spiritual or fleshly Israel, Christ will then  hand the Kingdom back to the HEAVENLY FATHER. 

When we understand the wisdom, love and mercy of our HEAVENLY FATHER we delight  in the words of the Apostle Paul found in Romans 11:33-36,


O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 


For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 


Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 


For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

When the glorious Restitution work is complete and Christ hands the Kingdom back to the HEAVENLY FATHER the beautiful words of Psalms 72:17-19 will surely be fulfilled when all mankind will praise HIM:


His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed. 


Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. 


And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen. 
Address by Greig Tosh
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