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 “WHAT IS MAN TH AT THOU HONORETH HIM THUS”                 

                       Adanac      Conference    2001

We read in Hebrews  5:4,

And no man taketh this honour unto himself,

but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.

This verse is speaking of our Great High Priest the Lord Jesus, Aaron’s antitype, neverless the Scriptures clearly show that the same principle applies to each of us, Christ’s body members also do not take this honour unto themselves as Jesus said in John 15:16

Ye have not chosen me, but I have

chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should

go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit

should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask

of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

The HEAVENLY FATHER calls Christ’s Bride, HE draws them and gives them to Christ as we see in John 6:44,
 

No man can come to me, except

the Father which hath sent me

draw him: and I will raise him

up at the last day

Now reading John 17:6, ...

I have manifested thy name unto

the men which thou gavest me out

of the world: thine they were, and

thou gavest them me; and they

have kept thy word.

This great work of our HEAVENLY FATHER has been in progress throughout the entire Gospel Age and still continues on, as we see by the words of Peter in Acts 2:39,
For the promise is unto you, and

to your children, and to all that are

afar off, even as many as the

Lord our God shall call.

Our HEAVENLY FATHER had countless legions of  mighty  angels to choose from but HE choose Adam’s descendants lowly fallen man. So we might well ask the question “what is man that THOU honoreth him thus”  What is this grear honour that we have been called to and why is GOD making HIS selection from fallen man?

Our calling is very unique something very special, we could say priceless, let us look at Phil. 3:14,

I press toward the mark for

the prize of the high calling

of God in Christ Jesus.

We are being told two things here, firstly that our calling is a high calling and secondly that there is a prize to the winners, these winners are the overcomers .The word high means above or upward, the commentator  Albert Barnes says:  “it is a call from Heaven                     and to Heaven”. To Day’s English Version reads,

“So I run straight towards the goal

in order to win the prize, which is

GOD’S call through Christ Jesus

to the life above”

The word mark means goal, the goal is the thing that we aim for, to win the prize of the high calling is our goal in life, we have recognised its great value , something of surpassing worth, so that we are prepared to give up our earthly life rights in order to obtain it. .

It is certainly a high calling in the sence of its great worth, though the meaning of the word high  would have more the thought of a heavenly calling as mentioned in Heb.3:1 

“Wherefore Holy Brethren

partakers of the Heavenly

calling”

Let us look at Isa 64:4,

                                   For since the beginning of the world

                                  men have not heard, nor perceived by

                                   the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O

                                   God,  beside  thee,  what  he  hath

                                 prepared for him that waiteth for him.

The Apostle Paul quotes this verse in 1 Cor. 2:9, but not literally word for word.

                        
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen,

                                     nor ear heard, neither have entered

                                        into the heart of man, the things

                                         which God hath prepared for

                                                them that love him. 

Then in verse 10 he goes on to say,

                         
But God hath revealed them unto us 

                                    by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth

                                   all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

2 Peter 1:4 links in well with this verse,

 
                          Whereby are given unto us exceeding

                                      great and precious promises: that by

                                       these ye might be partakers of the

                                       divine nature, having escaped the

                                        corruption that is in the world

                                                     through lust. 

When we fully understand what our Gracious HEAVENLY FATHER has in store for us we realise that they are indeed gret and precious promises, Jesus describes  this prize of the High Calling  as being like treasure or a pearl of great price in Mat  13:44-46,


    Again, the kingdom of heaven is

            like unto treasure hid in a field;

              the which when a man hath

             found, he hideth, and for joy 

            thereof goeth and selleth all

        that he hath, and buyeth tha field.

        Again, the kingdom of heaven is 

       like unto a merchant man, seeking

        goodly pearls: Who, when he had 

      found one pearl of great price, went

              and sold all that he had, 

                    and bought it. 

Jesus gave these  parables to illustrate the very great value of that which the HEAVENLY FATHER was offering us, the value was so great that the merchant man was prepared to sell all that he had in order to obtain it. This Parable is a nice illustration of our Master’s words in Luke 14:33,

So likewise, whosoever he be of

you that forsaketh not all that he

hath, he cannot be my disciple.

The man in these parables would represent both Jesus and the Church. Our Master verily literally gave up  all that He had. We must give up all our earthly hopes, aims, ambitions  and desires  and put the  Kingdom of Heaven  first  in our lives, as  Paul  said  in Col   3: 1-3, 

Set your affection on things above,

not on things on the earth.

For ye are dead, and your life

is hid with Christ in God.

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek

those things which are above, where Christ

Sitteth on the right hand of God.

Our Master’s words in Matt. 6:19-21 fit in very well with this passage, and also with the thought of treasure,

Lay not up for yourselves treasures

upon earth, where moth and rust

doth corrupt, and where thieves

break through and steal

But lay up for yourselves treasures

in heaven, where neither moth nor

rust doth corrupt, and where thieves

do not break through nor steal:

For where your treasure is, there

will your heart be also.

How beautifully the Scriptures link together and harmonise with each other.

We asked the question earlier, what is this great honour that we have been called to, or in other words, what is the purpose of our call, and why is GOD making HIS selection from fallen man?.  One of the purposes of our call is to assist in the great restitution work, as the Apostle Paul says in  Romans 8:19, the Creation is waiting for the manifestation  of  the sons of GOD. The sons of GOD are firstly Jesus and also the Church.  The world is unknowing waiting for this time, they are all waiting for a better time to come, the coming Kingdom under the guidance of the sons of GOD will fulfil their desire, as we see in Haggai 2:7,  

And I will shake all nations, and

the desire of all nations shall come:

and I will fill this house with glory,

saith the LORD of hosts.

We are looked upon as firstborn sons of GOD, the rest of GOD’S family will be born in the resurrection during the next age. Hebrews 12:23 refers to the Church of the firstborn.

As we all know the word Church is a translation of the Greek word ekklesia it appears 112 times (in the Greek mss,) in the New Testament it is translated Church 115 times, a

And Assembly 3 times, the meaning of the word is “that which is called out,” while the word Church appears all this many times, only this once in Hebrews is it styled Church of the Firstborn. GOD has but one true Church on earth whose members are known to HIM, so everywhere in the Scriptures where we see the word Church it refers to this same Church of the Firstborn. The book of Hebrews was of course written to the Jewish converts out of the nation of Israel, this could perhaps be part of the reason why the term Firstborn is used here.When we understand their customs under the patriarchal arrangement and certain features of their law we realise that this term could have a great deal of meaning to our Jewish Brethren (at that day) and when we fully understand the matter great signifiance to us also. Under the Patriarchal arrangement the firstborn son of a family held a very privilege position, he was the principle heir, it was to him that the birth right belonged.  We would just like to quote the words of a scholar on the subject of the birthright, he says,

 “It is the right that naturally belonged to the Fathers Firstborn son, under the Patriarchal system the oldest son became the head of the family upon the death of the Father with authority over the others as long as they were in the household, he was responsible to care for members of his Fathers household, he also succeeded the Fathers position  in representing the family before GOD, the Firstborn generally received the Fathers special blessing, moreover he was intitled to two parts of the family estate, that is he received twice as much as each  of his Brethren. Under the Mosiac law a man with more than one wife could not take the Birthright from the oldest son  and give it to the son of a specially loved wife (see Deut. 21:15-17.) end of quote.

This surely is a beautiful illustration of the Church of the Firstborn in the next age. What a lovely thought that the Firstborn son was responsible to care for members of his Father’s household. This is what our calling is all about for the first 1000 years of our life with Christ, we are to have the responsibility of caring for members of our HEAVENLY FATHER’S household in HIS earthly family,

We note that they were cared for while thy remained in the household,  the thought could be that when they became mature and moved out they no longer required ths care. Just so it will be with GOD’S earthly family, by the end of the Millennium they will be mature and will no longer need the care of Christ and the Church.

The other question that we asked was:” why did GOD make HIS selection from members of the fallen race rather than from members of the angelic hosts,?” the Scriptures answer this question so far as Jesus is concerned, the same answer would be applicable for His body members.   Why did He have to spend three and a half years on earth? He could have come down from Heaven provided the Ransom and returned straight to Heaven.  Let us read Hebrews  2:16-18,


For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 


Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 


For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted. 

Now to Hebrews 4:15,

For we have not an high priest which

cannot be touched with the feeling of

our infirmities; but was in all points

tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

In John 5:27, Jesus said that the FATHER had given Him authority to execute judgment also because He is the Son of man, note it was because He was the Son of man that He was given this authority, by going through all the experiences common to man, partaking of their suffering that fitted Him for the position that He was to hold and made Him a merciful High Priest. Does not that explain the reason why our HEAVENLY FATHER has selected fallen man  to be Christ’s Bride, they are to be the underpriests. They  are also  to share in the judging work of the next age, so they must     be made merciful underpriests  like  their great Highpriest the Lord Jesus. We often hear someone who  has been through a very difficult or trying experience say : “ you just would not understand unless you had been through it for yourself”. So we must go through it for ourselves so that we can  have understanding  and compassion in our work in the coming age for our HEAVENLY FATHER’S earthly family.

We have now seen  the main  purpose of our calling for  the first thousand years of our life with Christ.  But 1000  years  is a mere drop in the great ocean  of eternity that will lie  before us. So we can realize  that GOD has other purposes in selecting  HIS Church as well as the work of the first 1000 years.

He is selecting a special family to live on HIS own plane of existence to be like their elder Brother Jesus and to see Him as He is in His glorious spiritual body, to put on immortality, to be partakers of the Divine Nature, GOD’S Nature, see 1 John 3:2, 1 Cor. 15:53, 2 Peter 1:4.

If we are to fully appreciate the magnitude and greatness of that which our loving HEAVENLY FATHER is offering us, we need to understand the meaning of immortality and the difference between it and simply everlasting life, let us read            1 Timothy 6:16,

Who only hath immortality, dwelling

in the light which no man can

approach unto; whom no man

hath seen, nor can see: to

whom be honour and

power everlasting.

                             Amen.

Originally the ALMIGHTY GOD was the only being to possess Immortality. This  HE  

 shared with HIS only begotten Son the Lord Jesus, as Jesus said in John 5:26,

“As the Father hath life in Himself

so He gives to the Son to

have life in Himself”

Jesus in His prehuman existence as the Logos would have possessed everlasting life as did all the angels, He would have had the same nature as they did , Jesus is saying here that His HEAVENLY FATHER is now going to give Him the same nature that HE possesses, that is inherent life in Himself, a life that needed no outside influence to sustain it, His resurrection would have been to the Immortal Divine Nature, He then became the first being other than the HEAVENLY FATHER to receive this nature. We have all been called in the one hope of our calling, We are all running in the same race for the same prize, as Paul said in Eph. 4:4, 

 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;

The hope of becoming members ot our HEAVENLY FATHERS family for all eternity.

 That is the hope if faithful unto death as Jesus said in Rev. 2:10, reading in part, “Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life,  the original Greek text as in literal translations is more specific, it reads “the crown of the life”.  The life, would be that special Immortal life that has been promised to the overcomers. 

When we realise that only the HEAVENLY FATHER and HIS Son possess Immortality we can fully appreciate the greatness of that which we have been offered.

We have sometimes heard it said that we should not be thinking about the reward that we are to receive, the prize that is waiting at the end of the way. That we should be serving without thought of a reward. It is true that we should be serving because we have been taken into our HEAVENLY FATHER’S confidence and shown HIS glorious Plan, a Plan that centres in Jesus Christ and displays the great love of FATHER and Son;  therefore we wish to serve because we love them in return and we love that wonderful Plan of Salvation because it offers the opportunity of life eternal to all the human race  and we desire to have a small part in completing that great work.

But at the same time it is quite a wrong thought to suggest that we should not be thinking about or talking about the great reward that has been offered to us.

To give an illustration, let us suppose a son had a birthday coming up and his Father offered him a very expensive and special present for when his birthday came along  and he told his son all about it. Let us suppose that the son never ever thought about the present, never ever spoke to his father about it, how do you suppose the Father would feel, what thoughts would go through his mind? He surely would wonder if the boy really appreciated the gift, did he really want it. It would be a very disappointing situation for the Father, perhaps he would change his mind and not give the gift after all.

Just so with our HEAVENLY FATHER, HE wants us to show that we really appreciate all that HE is offering us, that we really do want it.  We think of Moses he appreciated the reward that GOD had in store for him, let us look at Heb. 11:26,               

Esteeming the reproach of

Christ greater riches than the

treasures in Egypt: for he had

respect unto the recompense

of the reward.

We also should have very great respect for the priceless gift that has been offered to us.

We are to be part of GOD’S Family, Sons of GOD, living on HIS own plane of existence. GOD has many sons, the angels are described as Sons of GOD, Adam is referred to as a Son of GOD, at the end of the millennium all the obedient of mankind  will be Sons of GOD. But we are special sons, begotten of GOD, begotten sons at the present time and eventually born on the Divine plane in the first resurrection.

While GOD will ultimately have a large family of many sons, only the little flock will share HIS Nature.

As we saw before 1 John 3:2 says, “now are we sons of GOD”,  (that is begotten sons of GOD),  Romans 8:23 speaks of the time when we receive our change, reading in part, it says that we are waiting for the adoption, to wit the redemption of our body. Phillip’s translation renders the last part of this verse; “we wait for the redemption of our bodies which will mean that we have realised our full Sonship in HIM”. This of course will be the other side of the vale. We might prefer the translation of Sonship, which some other translations give, instead of adoption. Young’s Concordance gives the meaning of the Greek as “placing as a Son”. Adoption perhaps gives the thought of not a true son, as is the case with an adopted son, but no such thought is intended here, as we have seen, we are sons in the highest sense.

There was a story we once heard about a young couple that were childless and could not have a baby of their own , thy badly wanted a son, so they went to the orphanage and selected a little baby boy from all the babies there. Eventually the baby grew up to school age, on his first day at school the other children gave him a hard time, suggesting that they were superior to him because they were real sons, so he went home to his parents very sorrowful. His father said to him:  “quite the opposite is true, these children have got it the wrong  way around, we went  to the home where all the babies were and we looked them all over very carefully and out  of them all we selected you to  be our         

very  special child; whereas with these other children the parents had no choice, they had to take what they got”. Is that not just how it is with our HEAVENLY FATHER, HE had the whole world to choose from, but HE selected each of us  to be HIS special child!  

Who is GOD calling, what criteria  does HE use  in making HIS selection? Looking at it from  the worldly  point  of view, we might think that HE would choose from the very cream  of society  as it were, those who  were as near perfect as possible,those who had never put a foot wrong. But of course we know that is not the case, As we see in 1 Cor, 1:26-29,   

For ye see your calling, brethren,

how that not many wise men
after the flesh, not many mighty,

not many noble, are called

But God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound

the wise; and God hath chosen

the weak things of the world

to confound the things which

are mighty;

And base things of the world,

and things which are despised,

hath God chosen, yea, and things

which are not, to bring to nought

things that are:

That no flesh should

glory in his presence.

Then in 1 Cor. 1:26-29, the Apostle Paul lists some of  the worst sins and crimes, then in verse 11 he says; “and such were some of you,” of course there had to be a  change after they came into Christ. So we see that frequently GOD is calling those who are quite poor material, that description applies very much to myself.

Some have suggested that GOD is just making a random selection for no particular reason, just casting lots as it were, this does not seem logical. There are very many good and lovely people in the world who cannot understand the Plan of GOD, suggesting that perhaps they have not been called. While our HEAVENLY FATHER is selecting what seems to human eyes as quite unpromising material, only HE can read the heart and sees that HE can make something out of them. They could be pliable clay and be prepared to yield themselves in the hands of the Master Potter, GOD cannot use those who are stubbon and self-willed, those who want to do their own thing, to use a common expression. If we should start to develop pride and think that we are something, we become unsuitable material. . 

The words of the Hymn describe very well what our attitude should be,  “o to be nothing, nothing, only to lie at His feet, a broken and emptied vessel, for the MASTER’S use made meet. Empty that He might fill me, as forth to HIS service I go.

As the Apostle Peter said in 1 Peter 5:6,

Humble yourselves under the

mighty hand of  GOD that HE

may  exalt you in due time.

May we all remain yielding and pliable clay in the Master Potter’s hands, that we may in due time be granted a place in our HEAVENLY FATHER’S house above, that Jesus is preparing for us.

