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THE ROCK FROM WHENCE WE WERE HEWN

ADDRESS PERTH CONVENTION 2007
Let us commence by reading Isaiah 51:1-3,

“Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the LORD: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged. Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him. For the LORD shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody”.
This passage poses several questions; firstly, who is represented by the rock from which they were hewn? When will the passage have its fulfillment and to whom does it apply? Does it perhaps have a dual fulfillment? We suggest that it does. In Br. Frank Shalliew’s commentary on the book of Isaiah he says: “there is a double picture with (1) spiritual lessons for the Church and (2) a message for natural Israel.”

 Our verse commences with the words, “hearken unto ME, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the LORD.”

 So the passage is not limited, it applies to all who follow after righteousness and seek the LORD. These are all to look unto the rock from whence they were hewn.

The footstep-followers of Lord Jesus would most certainly fall into this category. While they are all very aware of their imperfections, they are seeking after righteousness. Their heart’s desire is, to be perfect, like their Loving Heavenly FATHER, a true copy of their blessed Master. Verse 3 clearly applies to natural Israel. These lovely words will not have their fulfillment until the Kingdom Age. It is only then that, true joy and gladness will abound and genuine thanksgiving will be made unto the LORD.
 As we read the verses that follow, we note that the passage brings out many of the details on the Plan of GOD, including the closing days of this age, and the work of the coming age. Surely it brings us pleasure and joy to think about and look into the wonderful Plan that our Heavenly FATHER has for our planet and all its inhabitants. Verses 4 and 5 are very interesting Isaiah  51:4-5,

“Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, O my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my judgment to rest for a light of the people. My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they trust.”
These verses again confirm that the time-setting is in the Millennium, the 1000-year Judgment Day. ‘The Law shall proceed from ME,’ that is, from GOD. Everything originates from the Almighty GOD, Who uses many different agencies to accomplish HIS purposes. Note, it says; “…Mine Arms shall judge the people…” GOD’S Arms are Jesus Christ and His Body-members, the true Church, (just as the Apostle Paul said in 1 Cor. 6:2 ‘…the saints shall judge the world?...’). The verse goes on to say; “…on Mine Arm shall they trust.” Here it is ‘Arm’ singular, referring to Jesus alone, showing at that future Day there will be no doubt in the mind of anyone, they will all put their faith and trust in the Lord Jesus. It says that the isles shall wait upon ME. Here we have other nations included in the picture as well as Israel. As we know, the Restitution work of the coming age will be for the whole world, commencing with Israel. As we have mentioned before, it is very reasonable to expect, that the nation where the headquarter of GOD’S Government will be established, would be the first to benefit from the work of the New Age. Isaiah  51:6 reads,
“Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.”
Verse 6 would  picture the closing days of this age; the heavens will vanish away, the false heaven, the counterfeit ecclesiastical system, Satan’s masterpiece. The earth shall wax old like a garment. The earth would mean the present unrighteous order and arrangement of things, the social structure and fabric, as in 2 Peter 3:7,
“But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

These are being totally destroyed to make way for GOD’S incoming Government, which will usher in their replacement, the New Heaven and the New Earth described by Peter in 2 Peter 3:13,
 “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness .”

“…wherein dwelleth righteousness” in contrast to the old heaven and earth, wherein dwelleth unrighteousness. We could ask the question: “is that all that is involved in the New Heaven and the New Earth, or is there something further of a more literal nature, that we do not fully understand as yet?” A number of passages of scripture seem to have both symbolic and literal meanings. We get the thought of a more literal meaning in Hebrews 1: 10-12,
“And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning didst lay the foundation of the earth, And the

heavens are the works of thy hands:
They shall perish; but thou continuest: And they all shall wax old as doth a garment;

And as a mantle shalt thou roll them up, As a garment, and they shall be changed:

But thou art the same, And thy years shall not fail.”

Let us just read again Hebrew 1:10,  
“And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning didst lay the foundation of the earth, And the

heavens are the works of thy hands:
This does not seem to be speaking about the false unrighteous systems. We can see that there would need to be a change in many things in the Kingdom. We are told, nothing is going to hurt or destroy at that future day, which would mean there would occur no more cyclones, tornados, devastating droughts and floods, so the heavens could also refer to the atmosphere around the earth. There was a change in this respect after the flood; there could be another change at that future time; there would probably have to be, to prevent these calamities from occuring . We find similar language to Heb. 1:10 in Isa. 51:13,
 “And hast forgotten Jehovah thy Maker, that stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; and fearest continually all the day because of the fury of the oppressor, when he maketh ready to destroy? and where is the fury of the oppressor?” 
Now let us read Isa. 51:9-11
,
“Awake, awake, put on strength ,O arm of Jehovah; awake, as in the days of old, the generations of ancient times. Is it not thou that didst cut Rahab in pieces, that didst pierce the monster? Is it not thou that driedst up the sea, the waters of the great deep; that madest the depth of the sea a way for the redeemed to pass over?  And the ransomed of Jehovah shall return, and come with singing unto Zion ;and everlasting joy shall be upon their  heads: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and sighing shall flee away”. 

:

This passage is addressed to the ‘Arm of JEHOVAH”, the Lord Jesus, He is told to “awake, awake.” The word is repeated for emphasis; to put on strength, or ‘to clothe Himself with strength’ as some translations render it. What exactly does this passage mean? It means that He is to prepare to take action, He had previously been passive.  It refers to the time when Christ is to begin His reign over the earth; the time when GOD’S Arms are to commence their Judgment work. Previously He was not awake or exercising strength and power, so far as this particular work was concerned. The appointed time for this work to commence had not yet come. Often we see the expression in the Scriptures ‘in due time’ or ‘when the fullness of time had come.’ All the time-features of our Heavenly FATHER’S Plan would have been put in place long ago and will go into operation exactly on time, GOD’S time! After our Saviour’s resurrection He received full power, as we see in Matthew 28:18,

 “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All  power is
given unto me in heaven and  in earth.” 

Jesus had been granted that strength and power by His Heavenly FATHER right back then, (some translations say authority) but it was not the time for Him to use that power in ruling over the earth, but He has been using His authority and power on behalf of the members of  His prospective Bride, to strengthen, assist and bring comfort and help to them in times of need. He has been feeding them with spiritual ‘meat.’ He also uses the members of His Church to feed each other. He is the One that activates them and gives them the food in the first place. He gives the food to those that He knows will be able to utilize and dispense it to others, according to their particular ability and talent. Eph. 4:11-12 says;
 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:”
We find a similar thought in Matt.13:52,
 “And he said unto them, Therefore every scribe who hath been made a disciple to

the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, who bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.”
He brings forth those precious gems of truth that he has been able to glean from that great treasure house of precious things, the Bible, GOD’S inspired Word, he brings them out to share with his fellow servants who are labouring in the work of the Kingdom of Heaven. He brings forth things both new and old. We all love to think about those basic truths which are so dear to us that we have known for so long, but what a joy it is when we find some new rich gem that had previously been hidden from our view.
A passage that links well with the time when our Lord commences to use His strength on behalf of the world is Psalm 110:2-3;
.”The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth”
In this passage our Saviour is referred to as the Rod of THY Strength.  That is a nice thought, “…Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power…”, the Day when He awakes and puts on strength. A passage that links in well with the thought of the people being willing at that time is Isaiah 26:8-9,
“Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Jehovah, have we waited for thee; to thy name,

even to thy memorial [name], is the desire of our soul.

 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek

thee earnestly: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness”.
This passage is speaking again of the 1000-year Judgment Day. In that Day the people will be willing to learn righteousness, which many are not willing to do at the present time. Another passage covering the same time period is Haggai 2:7,

 “and I will shake all nations; and the desire of all nations shall come; and I will

fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of hosts”.
This passage commences with the closing days of this age, the shaking of all nations, in other words the Great Time of Trouble, followed by the Millennial Reign. Linking these passages together we see that when Christ and the glorified Church are reigning, the people will be willing, they will be prepared to learn righteousness, they find that the Kingdom fulfills all their desires. What do we learn from these passages? They are showing us that the work of the Kingdom will be successful, it will accomplish its purpose.    .
 Isa. 51:9 says: “Awake, awake…as in the ancient days, in the generations of old…” The verse goes on to show the great strength and power that He used on behalf of GOD’S chosen people Israel. Why are these past events referred to? The thought is that the time had now come for Him to awake and use that same great power in the work before Him. The passage is saying, look at the miraculous way that MY Holy Arm delivered MY people of old from the powerful nation of Egypt, you have no need to fear that He will not have the ability to accomplish the deliverance of all mankind .The NIV renders verse 9-10,
: “…Was it not You  who cut Rahab to pieces, Who pierced that monster through?”
Was it not You who dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep, who made a road in the depth of the sea so that the redeemed might cross over?”

Rahab is a name for the nation of Egypt as we see by Isaiah 30:7,

 “For Egypt helpeth in vain, and to no purpose: therefore have I called her Rahab that sitteth still.”

The monster would again be a reference to Egypt; it means a sea-serpent it has been suggested that it means a crocodile which was Egypt’s symbol at that time. 

Isaiah 51:9-10 confirms that the Logos was the one that was with the children of Israel during their 40 year journey in the wilderness, as we are also told in  1 Corinthians 10:4, 
“and did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of a spiritual rock that

followed them: and the rock was Christ”.

We will read again the beautiful verse 11 of Isaiah 51

“And the ransomed of Jehovah shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: they shall obtain gladness and joy; [and] sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”

It has been suggest, that this verse is a reference to the redeemed of mankind of the  Millennial Age and that the passing of the Israelites through the Red Sea pictures the passage of the world through the 1000 year Kingdom Age. This would be the right thought. We already have the passing over of the first-born of Israel while they were still in Egypt during the night before they departed, which is an illustration of the Church of the First-born, who were passed from death unto life during, what we could term ‘the nighttime of the Gospel Age.’ Egypt in this picture would represent this present evil world as it is termed in Gal. 1:4, 
“who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us out of this present evil world,

according to the will of our God and Father:” 
Just as the firstborn of Israel were passed over before Egypt was cut to pieces. It is during the time when the present heaven and earth are still in operation, that the followers of the Master are developed and completed; whereas those that we term ‘the restitution class’ referred to here as ‘the redeemed of the LORD,’ will be perfected when the New Heaven is in operation and the old earth is passed away and the New Earth is being prepared. It will really not be until the 1000 year Kingdom Age is over, that the work of preparing the New Earth will be finished. This work is alluded to in Isaiah 51:16,
. “And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people”
The thought could be that at the start of the Millennium only the foundation of the New Earth is laid and it will take the 1000 years before the structure is fully completed. Our little prophetic story ends with the drowning of Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea. That episode is not mentioned here, but we have the full story in Ex. 14:24-31 of which we will read verses 27- 29,
“And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea

And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one of them. But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.”
Many do not accept this as an actual historical event, but we find there is support from secular history:
 “A shrine of black granite found at el-Arish on the border of Egypt and Palestine bears a long inscription,” of which we quote part: “…of the pursuit by pharaoh of the fleeing slaves whom he followed to Pi-ha-khiroth. ‘His Majesty leapt into the place of the whirlpool.’ Then it is said that he was ‘lifted by a great force’
                                               by I. Velikovsky ‘Worlds in Collision.”

It seems from this inscription that as the waters returned, they created a whirlpool effect and pharaoh jumped out of his chariot in an attempt to swim to the shore, and was thrown up by the collapsing walls of water.
Besides this granite monument various papyri kept in Russia, at the Hermitage Museum and Holland, at Leiden near Amsterdam, of which specially the one named after the Egyptian author ‘Ipuwer’ recounts the plagues experienced to release the Hebrew slaves almost word by word as we find in Holy Writ.

In the drowning of Pharaoh and his army we have a picture of those that remain evil, even after being given a full opportunity  during GOD’S 1000-year Judgment Day. Those that prefer the evil rule of the antitypical Pharaoh, which is Satan, these go into the 2nd death, in the Lake of fire and brimstone; where Satan and the unrepentant angels will follow; just as Pharaoh and his whole army died in the Red Sea. We are shown this class who refuse to change their ways in Isaiah 26:10, 

“Let favor be showed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness; in the land of
uprightness will he deal wrongfully, and will not behold the majesty of Jehovah”.
 So we have the main outline of GOD’S  Great Plan shown to us in the story of the passing over of the firstborn, followed by the whole nation of Israel coming out of Egypt and the destruction of Pharaoh and his army. This of course is a true historical  story, but also a prophetic one. What a remarkable book the Holy Bible is! We find the confirmation of what we term ‘The Divine Plan of the Ages’ illustrated in many different ways, in different places, right from the mentioning of the Seed in  Genesis, the Seed which was to bruise (crush) the serpent’s head, right through to Revelation 22:17, 
. 
“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
Surely, it is amazing that many do not see that this book cannot be of human origin! We could not have this great harmony in its presentation, unless it had Divine authorship, the inspired Word of GOD. 

Let us now go back to where we started and think about ‘the rock from whence we were hewn.’ We find the term ‘rock’ used in many places in the Scriptures, in both Old and New Testaments. We have Matt. 16:18,
 “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

Again in Rom. 9:33,
.”As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”  

We have already seen, that the Lord Jesus in His pre-human existence was the Rock that helped Israel in the wilderness. We have the Rock which was struck, from which the water flowed, typifying our Lord, who was struck, in other words, crucified to provide the Ransom, which allowed the precious stream of Living Water to flow, bringing blessings to all mankind. In the Old Testament the term ‘Rock’ is used many times, applying to JEHOVAH GOD, firstly. Isa. 17:10,
 “For thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and hast not been mindful of 
The rock of thy strength; therefore thou plantest pleasant plants, and settest it with strange slips”
In contrast to those mentioned in this verse, King David had a full appreciation of the Rock of his Salvation. Let us look at his words in Psalm 18:2, 
“Jehovah is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; My God, my rock, in whom I

will take refuge; My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower.”
Now to Psalms 18:31,

 “For  who is God, save Jehovah? And who is a rock, besides our God,” 
Again, verse 46 in the same chapter and in quite a number of other places our GOD is referred to as ‘a Rock.’ So we see that both Jesus and the Heavenly FATHER are termed ‘Rocks.’ Why is the expression of a rock used? Well there is something very firm and secure in a rock; therefore it is a very appropriate description of our Loving Heavenly FATHER and HIS Blessed Son. They are firm and secure as a Rock; therefore we can exercise complete faith in them. Heb. 13:8 says;
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday and to-day, 
and for ever.”
And let us look at James 1:17, 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, cometh  down from the Father of lights, with whom there is  no variableness , neither shadow of  turning.”
How comforting are these words! We find so many in the world, who are very fickle and unstable, they change their mind, break promises and agreements. We find no certainty and security in our dealings with men of the world. If we do find an organization or institution that is completely reliable, we have a worldly expression that fits in well here, we say: ‘they are as firm as a rock.’ The Apostle Paul’s words are most appropriate in 2 Corinthians, he was planning a visit to the church at Corinth, let us look at 2 Corinthians 1:17-19,

 “When I therefore was thus minded, did I show

fickleness? or the things that I purpose, do I purpose according to the

flesh, that with me there should be the yea yea and the nay nay?

But as God is faithful, our word toward you is

not yea and nay. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was

preached among you by us, [even] by me and Silvanus and Timothy,

was not yea and nay, but in him is yea. ”
All the exceeding Great and Precious Promises that GOD has made to us are positive and sure, we need have no doubt, that is what Paul is saying here. All this is a lesson for us, we must be just as firm and unchangeable that all may know that we can be relied upon, we must be firm and stable in our consecration and in running the race for the prize of the High Calling not wavering, we must be firm as a rock, as Paul said in 1 Corinthians  15:58, .
“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord”
 We have seen that the term ‘Rock’ applies to our Heavenly FATHER and also to Lord Jesus, so who is the Rock from whence we were hewn? We mentioned before, that Br. Frank Shalliew suggested that we have a dual picture here, applying to both fleshly and spiritual Israel, to which we agree. He believed the Rock to refer to Christ. It seems rather that our Heavenly FATHER fits the pictures better. We can understand why Br.Frank would think that the reference was to Christ. As we saw, HE is referred to as ‘a Rock’ also HE gives life to all by providing the Ransom. We can obtain a clue as to who is symbolized by the Rock, by looking at Deuteronomy 32. This chapter shows all the goodness and blessings that GOD had showered upon HIS chosen people, the nation of Israel. In spite of this, they turned to the worship of false gods. For the sake of time we will just read a few appropriate verses. Firstly Deuteronomy 32:2-4,
 “My doctrine shall drop as the rain; My speech

shall distil as the dew, As the small rain upon the tender grass, And as

the showers upon the herb.

 For I will proclaim the name of Jehovah: Ascribe

ye greatness unto our God.

The Rock, his work is perfect; For all his ways

are justice: A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, Just and right

is he.”
Now reading verses 9-18,
 “For Jehovah's portion is his people; Jacob is the

lot of his inheritance.

 He found him in a desert land, And in the waste

howling wilderness; He compassed him about, he cared for him, He

kept him as the apple of his eye.  As an eagle that stirreth up her nest, That

fluttereth over her young, He spread abroad his wings, he took them,

He bare them on his pinions. 

 Jehovah alone did lead him, And there was no foreign god with him.

 He made him ride on the high places of the

earth, And he did eat the increase of the field; And he made him to

suck honey out of the rock, And oil out of the flinty rock;
 Butter of the herd, and milk of the flock, With

fat of lambs, And rams of the breed of Bashan, and goats, With the

finest of the wheat; And of the blood of the grape thou drankest wine.
 But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: Thou art

waxed fat, thou art grown thick, thou art become sleek; Then he

forsook God who made him, And lightly esteemed the Rock of his

salvation.

They moved him to jealousy with strange

[gods]; With abominations provoked they him to anger.

They sacrificed unto demons, [which were] no

God, To gods that they knew not, To new [gods] that came up of late,

Which your fathers dreaded not.

Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful,

And hast forgotten God that gave thee birth”
 Jeshurun in verse 15 is a poetic name for the nation of Israel, which has the meaning ‘the upright one’. These verses make it very clear that the term ‘Rock’ applies to Israel’s Father JEHOVAH GOD. Verse 18 refers to ‘the Rock that begat thee’ and the ‘GOD that gave thee birth.’ The father is the one that begets his children. 

We think of James 1:18,
“Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should

be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”
So we are begotten by the word of Truth. What exactly does this mean? It would be the seed of Truth planted within our heart that starts the growth of the new creature. When we come to understand the glorious Plan of GOD, it creates a response within us, it brings great joy to us when we come to understand the exceeding Great and Precious Promises that have been made to us and to appreciate just what they mean. Surely, it is a special delight to learn that the Divine Plan provides universal opportunity for salvation. All who are willing to obey their CREATOR will live forever under idyllic conditions on a restored earth. Those that are not being called at the present time cannot be begotten by the Truth, because it is quite impossible for them to recognize it as Truth, they have been blinded by the great adversary. We are protected from his wiles in this regard, because we have the enlightening influence of the Holy Spirit, so our begettal really comes from the Holy Spirit plus the word of Truth. 
We know that the term ‘father’ applies to Jesus in Isaiah 9:6. We would understand this term will only apply for the 1000 year Kingdom Age. Once the Restitution work is complete, His father-role would come to and end. He hands the Kingdom back to the Supreme GOD that GOD may be all in all. 

The commentator Albert Barnes understands the Rock of Isaiah 51 to be Abraham. This is suggested by verse 2. This could be so, but only in the sense that Abraham pictures GOD, Who is the real Father; just as the spiritual children are also children of Abraham. Galatians chapter 3 makes the position very clear. We are all very familiar with this passage, but we will just look at it again to bring out the point, Galatians 3:16, 
“Now to Abraham were the promises spoken, and to

his seed. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to

thy seed, which is Christ.”
If we look up a Concordance, we find that there is only one word, and that is ‘seed’ there is no word ‘seeds’ plural. A sower went out to sow seed. If it is just one seed or a whole bag of seed, it is still the same word ‘seed.’ Paul is quoting from the Old Testament, so how does he know that is is ‘seed’ singular? Obviously it would have  been by direct revelation from GOD. Now to Galatians 3:26,
 “For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ

Jesus.”
Then to Galatians 3:29, 
“And if ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed,

heirs according to promise.”
The word ‘seed’ also has the meaning ‘progeny,’ in other words ‘children.’ Verse 26 shows that we are children of GOD. Verse 29 shows that we are also children of Abraham. Let us look again at Isaiah 51:2,
 “Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare

you; for when he was but one I called him, and I blessed him, and

made him many.”
This is literally true of fleshly Israel, they are descended from Abraham and Sarah; but it is also true for us, GOD’S spiritual children, but in a figurative way. We have already seen that we are children of Abraham, we are also children of Sarah, as we see by Galatians 4:31, 
“Wherefore, brethren, we are not children of a

handmaid, but of the freewoman.”
Also in 1 Peter 3:5-6,

“For after this manner aforetime the holy women also,

who hoped in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection to their

own husbands:

 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose

children ye now are, if ye do well, and are not put in fear by any

terror”
The term ‘daughters’ is used here in some translations, this is because the passage is addressed to wives, but of course both males and females are children of Sarah and that is what the Greek word means ‘children’. Peter is not speaking of literal descendents of Sarah, because he makes a proviso; he says that, if ye do well, you are children of Sarah. Sarah pictures the Abrahamic Covenant. We often use the term ‘the Sarah-feature of the Abrahamic Covenant,’ which is more accurate. There are 2 parts to the Covenant. Firstly, the development of the Seed and secondly, the blessings of all the families of the earth by this Seed. Sarah pictures only the 1st part, it  is only the spiritual Seed that are figuratively her children. The primary Seed is Jesus Christ, but also includes His Body-members. All have the same typical father and mother, just the same as Isaac was a composite picture of Jesus Christ and also of His Body-members. Let us ask the question: “exactly what is meant by the term ‘from the Rock whence we were hewn’ or ‘the Rock that begat thee?’ It seems that basically both really illustrate the same thing. Do we find the answer in Genesis 1:26? Reading in part:
 “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our

likeness: 
If we chip a piece out of a rock and examine the two parts, we find that the piece hewn out, resembles exactly the rock from which it was hewn. We have a worldly expression that brings out the thought well, if a son grows up very much in the likeness of his father, what term do we use? We say, that he is a chip off the old block. To convert this term to a scriptural expression, we could say that we must each become a chip off the ANCIENT OF DAYS, which is the way GOD is described in Daniel. As Jesus said in Matthews 5:48, 
“Ye therefore shall be perfect, as your heavenly Father

is perfect”
To be begotten by the Rock gives exactly the same thought; to use another worldly expression: ‘like father, like son.’ This illustration of the Rock has a very deep and special meaning for us, who are running in the race for the prize of the High Calling. But the picture applies to all mankind, all who have ever lived or will live. All who wish to obtain this promised future life and live forever on any plain of existence must develop into the image and likeness of the one that begat them, the Rock from which they were hewn. That will be one of the most vital and important works during the times of restitution, restoring every willing one to exactly the image that Adam possessed, when GOD first created him. When the Lord Jesus hands the Kingdom back to the FATHER, we will have a world of perfect beings, who love their Heavenly FATHER and delight to do HIS Will. These will be perfect physically, but they will also  be mentally and emotionally perfect. Unlike us who are hampered by the weakness of the flesh, they will be able to live righteous and blameless lives in all respect, like displayed in the example of Jesus when He walked the earth. Their heart’s desire will be to serve and obey their Loving Heavenly FATHER perfectly, which they will now be capable of doing.

All this of course is our fervent heart’s desire also. We know that we cannot achieve perfection during the years of our earthly pilgrimage, but that must be our goal, the thing we labour to achieve. If we develop this perfection of desire and intention of perfect heart-condition, then on the other side of the veil we will receive our new bodies. Only then will we be able to fully comply with our Master’s instruction: “be ye perfect, as your Heavenly FATHER is perfect.” What a blessed day that will be.

All must achieve the image and likeness of their Great CREATOR. This does not mean that all are to be exactly alike. That would surely be most undesirable. We have about 6 billion individuals on Planet Earth today and in the main all are different. When all are perfect in the ages of eternity, surely, this will still be the case. What an uninteresting world we would have, if everyone was exactly alike. Amongst the human  family there are many different types and personalities. There are those that have special talents in certain directions, special capabilities along certain lines, occupations that they greatly enjoy doing and can therefore perform them well. We would believe of course, that diversity would also apply to the spiritual class. All must be alike as far as character is concerned, in that all must be perfect, they must love righteousness and hate iniquity. All must have love for each other and for their CREATOR. In these things there can be no differences.

As mentioned before, for the footstep-followers of the Master there is a very special significance in the term ‘the Rock from whence we were hewn’; these will resemble the Rock closer that any others. These will be in the image and likeness of  their Heavenly FATHER as no others. They will put on immortality as we see by 1 Corinthians 15:32-33,
 “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet

shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on

Immortality”
Be partakers of the Divine nature as we see in 2 Peter 1:4,
“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust”. 

The very nature possessed by our Heavenly FATHER and HIS First-born Son. We see just how very special this is when we read 1 Tim. 6:14-16, 

 “that thou keep the commandment, without spot, without reproach, until the

appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ:

which in its own times he shall show, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the

King of kings, and Lord of lords;

who only hath immortality, dwelling in light unapproachable; whom no man hath

seen, nor can see: to whom [be] honor and power eternal. Amen.”
‘…Who only has immortality…’ We have heard the thought expressed, that to be a partaker of the Divine nature must refer to the Divine character as in Heb. 12:10,
 “For they indeed for a few days chastened [us] as seemed good to them; but he for

[our] profit, that [we] may be partakers of his holiness”
Most certainly we must be partakers of HIS Holiness in this life, if we desire to be partakers of HIS Divine nature in the next life. But the word ‘nature’ in Divine nature does not refer to character; it refers to the actual substance. At the present time we are partakers of the human nature, in common with all mankind. It matters not, if an individual is righteous or evil, they still have the same nature. Let us turn to Galatians 2:15,

“We being Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,”
Now to James 3:7,

 “For every kind of beasts and birds, of creeping things and things in the sea, is tamed,

and hath been tamed by mankind.”
The word ‘kind’ is from the same Greek word rendered ‘nature’ elsewhere. We can well understand that the promise of the Divine nature would be questioned, because it is such an astounding promise, that we, members of the lowly fallen human race should be offered the very nature of our Great CREATOR, the SUPREME ALMIGHTY GOD! No wonder the Apostle Peter refers to it as: ‘…exceeding Great and Precious Promises…’ Let us look at Philippians 3:20-21,

“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,1who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.”                                                                                           N KJ
Now to 1 John 3:1-2,

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.2Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is”

These amazing promises should be a great stimulus to us. With the help of our beloved Master and our Gracious Heavenly FATHER may we grow into their character-likeness, so when we awake on Resurrection morn, we shall be just like ‘the Rock from which we were hewn,’ members of the Divine family.  
