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THE MERCY AND LOVE OF GOD

Address Adanac Conference 2006

No matter what topic we are discussing or speaking on, our first question should be: “what do the inspired Scriptures say on the subject?” We must appreciate, that there is nothing that we can understand of spiritual matters, apart from that which is written between the covers of the Holy Bible. The things written there are our Loving Heavenly FATHER’s revelations to us, HIS children. Two things are necessary to understand and appreciate spiritual truths. Firstly those things that were written so long ago by GOD’s inspired servants, the prophets and the apostles, those that were moved by the influence of the Holy Spirit. The other essential thing that we require is the Holy Spirit ourselves, the enlightening influence of the Holy Spirit. We could spend much time in reading and studying the Bible as many do, but without the help of GOD’s Holy Spirit we could never come to understand the full beauty of the Scriptures. We are grateful that GOD is pleased to give the Holy Spirit to those that ask HIM, to those that have a keen desire for it, to those that have a longing for an accurate knowledge of our Great CREATOR and HIS true Character.

What then do the Scriptures say pertaining to our subject? A very enlightening scripture, is found 1 John 4:8,

“He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love
This is really a most profound statement: “GOD is Love.” We have a great many scriptures regarding the Love of GOD: we are told that GOD so loved the world. We are told of the special love that HE has for HIS called-out ones of the Gospel Age, HIS spiritual children. Each of these passages tells us that GOD loved; but 1 John 4:8 gives us a deeper truth; is says not just that GOD loved, but that GOD is Love. HE is the embodiment of Love, the great source of all Love, the fountainhead from which all Love flows. When GOD created the human family, HE implanted in them HIS own attributes; they were made in HIS own image, in HIS character-likeness. As we know, mankind has fallen from the original perfection possessed by our first parents before they sinned; but most still have at least some of those original attributes to a certain extent. Would we not like to be able to love our fellow man perfectly, even our enemies, which is what GOD requires of us? We recognize that in our fallen state our love is but a shadow of what it should be, but a very imperfect reflection of the great Love of GOD. Nevertheless there is still at least some of that original love there; that GOD initially bestowed upon the human family. Deep within most there is still a desire to love and to be loved. Is that not indeed a reflection of our Heavenly FATHER? That is what HE wants also, to love and to be loved. As we see by our Lord’s reply to the Pharisees’ question as to which was the greatest commandment in the law found in Matt. 22:37-40,
“Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy

heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

This is the first and great commandment.

And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as

thyself.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets”.

We find the same thought expressed in Hosea 6:6,
“For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,

the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings”.     RSV

GOD requires steadfast love, not a fickle love; that is hot one day and cold the next. He also requires that HIS children have a knowledge of their FATHER.  Is that not exactly what the theme of this conference is all about; learning more about HIS Righteousness, justice and mercy.  

Yes, GOD wants to love and to be loved. HE wants especially to love those that HE is calling, those that are to be members of HIS own Divine Spiritual Family, who will be living with HIM for all eternity. But HE also wants to love all mankind, and in return HE wants to be loved by them. We have used the term ‘wants to love’ we realize of course that GOD loves the whole world even now while they are still estranged from HIM; but HE will be able to love them in a fuller sense when they are brought back into harmony with HIM: and restored to HIS own Character likeness. An excellent passage is found in Psalms 145:8-13,
“The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and

of great mercy.

The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his

works.

All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall

bless thee.

They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy

power;

To make known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the

glorious majesty of his kingdom.

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion

endureth throughout all generations.”

All GOD’s works shall indeed bring praise and honour to HIM in due time. The Psalmist is looking forward to that future day when all will be able to see the true beauty of HIS works. At present only his Saints are able to see them, they see them by the eye of faith. A great architect might have designed a very beautiful and magnificent building, but while it is under construction it looks just a mess, passers-by cannot see any of its beauty. At that stage it reflects none of the great wisdom and ability of its designer. It is only those that have seen the plan and perhaps a model of the finished work that can truly praise and honour its designer.

 Just so it is at the present time, men can see none of the beauty of the finished product when they look at conditions in the world today, what do they see, they see just a mess. It is very different with us, we have seen the Plan, and in our mind’s eye we can see the finished work. It is GOD’s Plan, which we often term ‘The Divine Plan of the Ages’ that truly shows the Mercy and Love of GOD. 

Many fail to understand, that the great Love of GOD is not just for the Church, but for the whole of HIS human creation. We realize of course that it is not the due time at present for them to be enlightened; but we rejoice that in GOD’s appointed time all are to come to a knowledge of this precious truth, which is so clearly taught in the Scriptures, that by HIS Grace all mankind will be given the opportunity of salvation; some during this age, the remainder during the coming age. 

 As this opportunity for all, is one of the features that really displays the character of our Heavenly FATHER and HIS great love for all the human family. Let us therefore just look at a few passages that high-light this important part of the Divine Plan. Also it is always good to have these scriptures clearly in mind, if we should find someone with a hearing ear. Most of us are familiar with the scriptural evidence supporting this understanding. We would just like to apply the Apostle Peter’s statement in 2 Peter 1:12-13 to our study of these verses,  

“Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in

remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be

established in the present truth.

Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you

up by putting you in remembrance;”

So that is exactly what we are going to do, stir you up, or refresh your memory as some translations render it. To start, let us look at 1 Tim. 4:10,              

“For therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust

in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, specially of those

that believe.”

This is a very helpful passage because it uses such clear language, and clarifies the fact that GOD is not only the Saviour of those that believe now, but also of all men. 

Then Romans 8:21,
“That, creation itself also, shall be freed-from the bondage of the decay into the freedom of the glory of the sons of God;”          Rotherham’s Emphasized rendering      

We notice that the word also is used here, meaning as well as those who are the sons of GOD at the present time. So this verse is really saying exactly the same as the previous verse, only using different language. 

At present all mankind are unknowingly waiting for the time when the spiritual Seed of blessing will be completed and will appear, that is, Christ and His Bride, as Romans 8:19 says,
“For, the eager outlook of creation, ardently awaiteth the revealing of the sons of God,”                                                                Rotherham’s Emphasized rendering      
This is the time when the desire of all nations will come, as mentioned in Haggai 2:7,
“And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall

come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of

hosts.”

Perhaps one of the best-known scriptures in the Bible on the subject of GOD’s Love would be John 3:16,
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have

everlasting life.”

All these passages that we have been looking at, truly show the Mercy and Love of GOD towards HIS human family, just as the hymn writer so well expressed it, 

GOD loved the world of sinners lost,

And ruined by the fall;

Salvation full at highest cost,

He offers free to all.

Chorus--

O! 'twas love, 'twas wondrous love,

The love of God to me;

It brought my Saviour from above

To die on Calvary.
Those who do not understand the comprehensive nature of GOD’s Plan of Salvation cannot fully appreciate John 3:16, they say that the promised everlasting life is only for those that believe in Jesus; and of course they are absolutely right. The whole of the human family are condemned under the Adamic condemnation; only those that have accepted Jesus as their Saviour have obtain a release from this condemnation; in GOD’s sight they now have life.

We very much appreciate the understanding we have been given, that by GOD’s Mercy the opportunity for mankind to believe in Jesus is not limited to this present life.

There is one way and one way only provided for salvation, not a number of different ways as some seem to think, as it says in Acts 4:12, 

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name

under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”

And again in John 17:3,

“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”
 As we saw in the verses we have just studied at that future Day all will be given the opportunity of knowing Jesus and accepting Him as their Saviour, as our Lord said in John 12:47-48,    

“And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not:

for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.                                                         He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that

judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him

in the last day.”

The unbelievers are not being judged at the present time, only those that believe are on trial during the Gospel Age. The world cannot be judged now, because The Lord Jesus and the church combined are to judge the world, it would seem that those we term Ancient worthies would also be included in the judging panel. The church is not yet complete, neither have the Ancient worthies been awakened from the sleep of death.  Judgment cannot commence until all the judges are in place. As we all know, this Last Day mentioned here by Jesus, is the 1000 year Judgment Day for all mankind. When we think of the work of a judge, we tend to think of a sentence being handed down, but that is not the main thought here. To help us understand the way the word ‘judge’ is used in the Scriptures, we will turn to Isa.1:26,

“And I will restore thy judges as at the first, and thy counsellors as

at the beginning: afterward thou shalt be called, The city of

righteousness, the faithful city.”

During the period of the judges in Israel, the role of a judge was to deliver the people from their various oppressors. Just so it will be in the world’s coming Judgment Day, the people will be delivered from the oppression of sin and the multitude of other things that oppress them at the present time. For those that prefer evil instead of righteousness and refuse to amend their ways when given the opportunity, there will of course be a judgment made and a sentence handed down, the death sentence. This will be the last resort for those that are incorrigible.   

It has been suggested, that the judges mentioned here in verse 26 are the Ancient worthies. The Scriptures tell us that the members of the Church are to be judges, so the judges and counselors could include both the spiritual and terrestrial judges. The Nation of Israel is spoken of here, they are to be restored first, followed by all the nations.

Yes GOD gave his only-begotten Son. We understand that HIS Son was a willing participant, because He too also so loved the world. Therefore He was in complete harmony with His FATHER’S great Plan of Salvation for all HIS earthly family, He delighted to do HIS will. We think of the beautiful words in Proverbs chapter 8, here we have our Saviour portrayed under the symbolism of Wisdom, let us look at Prov. 8:30-31, 

“Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his

delight, rejoicing always before him;

Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were

with the sons of men..”

How beautiful that expression, our Saviour’s delights were with the sons of men. Therefore He gladly gave Himself to ransom them from the grave and the curse of sin. We think of the typical picture of Abraham offering up his son Isaac. It seems that Isaac offered no resistance but allowed himself to be bound, ready to be slain. He was quite prepared for his father’s will to be carried out. Just as it was many years later with Isaac’s  great anti-type, the Lord Jesus.   

We think of  Hebrews 12:2,

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the

joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,

and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Jesus endured all the suffering, persecution, shame and ignominy because of the joy that was set before Him. At least part of that joy would have been in redeeming the sons of men that He so delighted in, and also the further prospect of reigning over the earth, to finish the work by completing man’s redemption and perfection, so that they would be worthy, to inherit the earthly Paradise that has been prepared for them. 

Going back again to Proverbs, looking at 8:35,

“For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favor of the

LORD.”

All must believe in GOD’s only-begotten Son to obtain life; whether on the earthly or on the spiritual plane.

 As we said before GOD’s Love for the whole of the fallen creation and HIS wonderful Divine Plan for their redemption is surely one of the things, that displays the true Mercy and Love of GOD. How important is it, that we understand and appreciate the true Character of our Heavenly FATHER? Surely it is very important indeed, as it says in Matt. 5:48,
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is

perfect”.

So we must copy HIS Perfection. In view of this, how vital it is that we understand HIS true Character and fully appreciate the Mercy and Love of GOD. We need to have the correct pattern before us. Children in school sometimes are given a pattern to copy from. If they are given the wrong pattern, the copy that they produce is quite incorrect. By the faulty doctrine that the adversary has led many to believe, mankind has quite a wrong pattern set before them. It is only the correct pattern that fully illuminates the true attributes of our merciful and loving Heavenly FATHER. If we believe that only the comparatively few called ones are to have the opportunity of salvation and that all the rest are to be sent to a place of eternal torment forever, with no opportunity of being released, what sort of  pattern do we then have set before us?

Many of our hymn-writers seem to have a true appreciation of GOD’s Character and bring out much truth regarding HIS great Love and Mercy in their beautiful hymns. Just quoting a few words from one of our favourite hymns not in sequence:  

THERE'S a wideness in God's mercy,

Like the wideness of the sea;

There's a kindness in His justice,

God in mercy judgeth thee.

For the love of God is broader

Than the measure of man's mind;

And the heart of the Eternal

Is most wonderfully kind.

But men make His love too narrow

By false limits of their own,

And they magnify His vengeance

With a zeal He will not own.

Search the Scriptures, search and see
What beautiful sentiments, when we think about it how much truth is really contained in them, how well they describe the attributes of our Great GOD. Search and see, the more we search, the better we can understand and appreciate HIS true merciful and loving Character.  

What a great blessing and privilege it is, that by the LORD’s Grace we have the correct pattern set before us to copy. We often speak of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus as the pattern for us to copy and how true this is. To copy Jesus means to also copy our Heavenly FATHER, because their Character is one and the same. Our Master is the only true reflection of our Heavenly FATHER, a reflection of HIS Mercy and Love; let us look at: John 14:9-10,

“Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet

hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the

Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?                                               Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the

words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father

that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works”.

Let us look at some Scriptures that show the true nature of  Jesus, firstly, Matt. 23:37,

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest

them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered

thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under

her wings, and ye would not”

What a beautiful picture this conveys to our mind and surely gives us an insight into the tender loving and compassionate character of our Saviour. For anyone who has ever had a mother hen with her baby chicks, our Master’s words bring a very familiar scene to mind. Whenever there was any danger or predators around, the mother hen would give a warning call and her chickens would quickly run to her, she would sit on the ground spread out her wings, the chicks would soon disappear, hidden under the protection of  her feathers. 

This is the lovely illustration that Jesus is conveying, that was His desire for Israel, but their hearts were hardened and they would not respond to him.

We find a little more detail in the Luke account chapter 19:41-42,
“And when he drew near and saw the city he wept over it,  saying, “Would that even today you knew the things that make for peace!  But now they are hid from your eyes.” RSV
Jesus foresaw the tragedy that would have come upon Jerusalem and it grieved Him in His heart that this must take place, so He wept for the Nation of Israel and the fate that must befall them. Even at that late stage he desired if only they could come to understand the things that would bring them peace, as He said: “even today.” He knew of course that this was not possible. His little band of faithful followers by GOD’s overruling all left Jerusalem before its destruction, and escaped the fate that befell the rest of the nation

Another occasion when Jesus wept, was the time just before the raising of Lazarus

Let us look at John 11:33-36,

“When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping

which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled.

And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come

and see.

Jesus wept.

Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!”

Our Lord saw the great sorrow and grief of those all around Him, because of His tender loving character He entered into their grief and wept.

 We think of Hebrews  4:15-16,

“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the

feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we

are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may

obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”
These scriptures give us an insight into the tender, compassionate nature of our Saviour. 

Therefore we can have assurance, that in our time of need our loving Saviour will never reject us, He is our Advocate. He is also our Comforter. Advocate is from the same Greek word that is elsewhere translated ‘comforter’. 

The oneness between the Lord Jesus and HIS FATHER is highlighted in Hebrews 1:3, 

“Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his

person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he

had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the

Majesty on high”:

The words ‘express image’ refer to the character, Young’s Concordance gives the meaning as “impressed character”. So we can see clearly that when we look at our Saviour, we are at the same time looking upon our Heavenly FATHER. The loving tender character that we see displayed in Jesus, also shows us the Character of His FATHER . No one at any time has seen GOD, but the four Gospels you could say ‘paint a portrait for us of our Saviour’, and thereby show us the FATHER also. 

We have several beautiful illustrations of our Lord in Luke chapter 15 showing the great effort that is to be made to assist and save every member of the fallen race. The parables that our Lord gave were in response to the criticism of the Pharisees and scribes that Jesus was associating with publicans and sinners. In Luke 15:4-10, we have ‘the parable of the lost sheep’ and ‘the parable of the lost coin’,                            

 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost, until he finds it?  And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.’  Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.   “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it?  And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I had lost.’  Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents”                                                   RSV
We might think that 99 saved sheep was a pretty good average, why bother about the odd one, but every one is precious in our Saviour’s sight and in GOD’s sight. How lovely to see how much the angels are harmony with the effort to save as many as possible of the human family, it brings great joy to them to see a sinner repent. We are told that the woman who lost the one coin made not just a search for it, but, a diligent search; highlighting the effort that will be made, to assist each individual sinner in the coming Kingdom Age.

Chaper15 continues on along the same line with the beautiful parable, that we term ‘the parable of the prodigal son’, which we find in verses 11-32, 

“And he said, A certain man had two sons:

And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the

portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his

living.

And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and

took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance

with riotous living.

And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land;

and he began to be in want.

And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he

sent him into his fields to feed swine.

And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine

did eat: and no man gave unto him.

And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of

my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with

hunger!

I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I

have sinned against heaven, and before thee,

And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of

thy hired servants.

And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great

way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell

on his neck, and kissed him.

And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven,

and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.

But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and

put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:

 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be

merry: 15:24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is

found. And they began to be merry.

Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to

the house, he heard musick and dancing.

And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things

meant.

And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath

killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.

And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father

out, and intreated him.

And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I

serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment:

and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with

my friends:

But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy

living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.

And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I

have is thine.

It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy

brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found”.
Here we have a very touching illustration showing again the great love, mercy and forgiveness of our Heavenly FATHER. The Father that had two sons would picture our Heavenly Father. There have been different thoughts expressed on just who is illustrated by the two sons, with out going into the deeper meaning, and just taking the simple surface understanding, we still have a very nice picture telling us that there will be complete and absolute forgiveness for every sinner that returns from the error of his way and repents, his past will be remembered  no more, the Heavenly FATHER will receive him back with open arms, just like the father in the parable. GOD watches and waits for each of HIS wayward children to come back into the fold, and when they do, there will be great rejoicing in the heavenly courts.   

Some have suggested that the two sons typify Jew and Gentile. The other understanding is, that the wayward son portrays the publicans and sinners and the other son those that were endeavouring to keep the law, at least the letter of the law. This understanding seems to better fit the context and the illustration that our Lord wished to give. It is then in line with ‘the parable of the of the lost sheep’ and ‘the parable of the lost coin,’ the lost sheep and the lost coin both represent the publicans and sinners. These were a class that were making no endeavor to keep the Law, or to serve GOD, they would not have been attending the synagogue services on the Sabbath day, they were outside of the normal Jewish religious society; they had in effect become completely worldly. At least they were not hypocrites; they were making no pretence to serve GOD. The finding of the lost sheep and the lost coin, would picture this class coming back into the fold, as  would the return of the wayward son.

We might feel that the Scribes and Pharisees were not very good either; but the parable is not concerned so much with that side of it, that is not the point of the parable. Our Lord certainly condemned them in very strong language, His words would perhaps have been designed to shock them into a realization of just what their religion had become. His strong condemnation would apply to a certain section of the people, not to all, there were obviously those, who had a great zeal towards GOD and were endeavouring to serve HIM to the best of their ability; the Apostle Paul makes that point in Romans 10:1-2,   

“Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that

they might be saved.

For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not

according to knowledge.”
He makes the same point in Acts 22:3. It seems that the main problem with many of them was that they had become self-righteous, thinking ‘we are GOD’s chosen people, and therefore better than any one else,’ they looked down upon others as inferior to themselves, not worthy to be associated with.

Could there be a lesson there for us? We must guard against any tendency of a similar nature creeping in. We are also GOD’s chosen people, we are HIS called-out Church, HE has chosen us to run in the race for the prize of the High Calling, He has given us an understanding of HIS plans and purposes; we must guard against any traces of pride creeping in, because of the knowledge that we have.

 We must realize that it is not because we are smarter or more intelligent than others, quite the opposite. There are very many in the world that have a far greater intellect than most of us have. We need to continually keep in mind that it is not of ourselves, it is all from GOD. Every thing that we have comes from HIM, all our understanding of the precious truths that we hold so dear, has been revealed to us by HIM. Paul said that many in Israel that were not of the called-out class had a great zeal in GOD’s service; is that not the same today? There are many that are not of us who have a great zeal towards GOD, but not according to knowledge. Some seem to have a greater zeal than many of us have. If we were to lose our humility and develop an attitude of self-importance, we would become unsuitable material for the High Calling.      

We see the Love of GOD displayed when HE created our first parents and placed them in the lovely Garden of Eden. In our minds’ eye we can picture the idyllic setting. We have all seen many beautiful parks and gardens that man has created, also natural forests with their amazing variety; these are all very pleasant and beautiful places. But the Garden of Eden was not a creation of man, it was planted by GOD. What would a garden be like that was planted by our Great CREATOR?  Would it not be of surpassing beauty, more wonderful than any garden we have ever seen? As it says in Genesis 1:31,

“And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was

very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.”

It was ‘very good’ that would mean ‘perfect’. We have the description of this beautiful garden in Genesis 1:29,
“And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed,

which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which

is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.”
Do we perhaps tend to think that the only edible plants available were those in the Garden of Eden? But GOD says that HE had given them ‘every herb bearing seed; which is upon the face of all the earth.’ As we know, there are a wide variety of plants growing in the earth at the present time scattered over many different countries, they do not all grow in any one country.

We see that this must have been the case right back from the time that God created the Garden of Eden, and HE collected them from all the various countries of the earth and planted them in Eden. So our first parents had a selection available to them of every herb that grew any where in the earth. The word ‘herb’ as used here means ‘any edible plant,’ not just plants for seasoning as we use the word today.

And again in  Genesis 2:8-9,

“And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there

he put the man whom he had formed.

And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that

is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in

the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and

evil.”
This beautiful home that GOD created for HIS human family displays HIS Love for them. Adam and Eve were created perfectly free, they were not controlled by GOD. HE gave them no grievous or hard commandments. There was just one vital commandment, a commandment that applies to us and to every human that has ever lived or will live; that commandment is obedience, obedience to their CREATOR. Their obedience had to be tested. We all know what that test was; we find the commandment in Genesis 2:16-17,  

“And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of

the garden thou mayest freely eat:

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not

eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”
There would have been nothing wrong with the fruit of this tree, it would have been purely a test; would they obey GOD or would they not? GOD requires obedience from HIS human family for their own good. HE is supreme in Knowledge and Understanding. HE knows what is best for them. HE does not leave them to their own devises. Even in this the Love of GOD is displayed. GOD told Adam that, if he disobeyed and ate the forbidden fruit, the life that had been given him, would be taken away. When Adam and Eve disobeyed, GOD had no further obligation towards them. HE would have been quite justified in taking their life away immediately. Justice did not require HIM to grant them a resurrection, followed by a new trial for everlasting life. But this is exactly what GOD is going to do for them and as Jesus said also for all that are in  their graves. This shows the Mercy of GOD. In spite of the fact that they were disobedient and chose the wrong course, GOD still loved them.

 HIS great desire for them and all mankind is that they will profit from past experiences and make the right decision in the 1000 year Day of Judgment under the guidance and nurturing of Christ and the Church in glory. It shows our Heavenly FATHER’s Mercy and Love, that He has made this gracious provision for all of HIS human family. This is all shown in HIS wonderful Plan of Salvation and not just in the Plan itself, but also in the careful and painstaking way, in which this Plan has been put into execution over such a lengthy period of time. The whole past 6000 years has seen the forming and slow, but sure development of that Plan. Everything is now nearly prepared for the final great stage of what we could term ‘GOD’s Plan of Mercy and Love’. Do we not love to tell others that have a ‘hearing ear’ about this beautiful Plan of our Loving Heavenly FATHER? As the hymn says: 

I love to tell the story!

'Twill be my theme in glory,

To tell the old, old story

Of gracious, heavenly love.
In the writers of these hymns we can surely see GOD’s Holy Spirit shining through, manifested by the beautiful words. Many of these hymns are really a prayer from the heart.

The start of the final stage which is the 1000 year Kingdom is now even at the door. Comparatively few of mankind have seen the beauty and glory of this Plan. Very few understand that a Plan has been in preparation for the past 6000 years. As we know, the first great stage in the Plan took about 4000 years. During that time GOD’s Holy Spirit was working with certain members HIS human family to develop a class to be princes in all the earth, visible rulers to assist in the governing work of the Kingdom. It seems that righteous Abel could have been the first of this class, and John the Baptist the last. For the rest of mankind, who were not of this class, these would have been gaining experience, which would help them on their resurrection-day. How often do we hear people say: “if only I had my life to  live over again, I would do things differently, I would not make the mistakes of the past”. Is that not exactly what GOD is going to do for every member of the human race? (The Church excepted). GOD is going to give them another life to live over, a time to profit from the experiences and mistakes of the past. In this arrangement we can see the great Mercy and Love of GOD for all HIS human creation. We can also see HIS great Wisdom displayed in this arrangement. HE could have put each one on trial for life or death during their first life. Most of Christendom who do not know GOD’s Plan, believe that to be the case. If GOD had done it that way, no doubt, many could have been saved under that arrangement; but the way GOD is doing it, we can discern that a very great many more would be saved by this method.

We find that a stumbling block with many in understanding the true Mercy and Love of GOD are the appalling conditions that exist in the world and have done from time immemorial and are now steadily getting worse. We remember one friend who brought this subject up on many occasions; he wanted to know: “why does GOD allow these conditions in the world, if HE is a GOD of Love?” Many fail to understand, that Satan is the god of this world at the present time. He is the one responsible for all the evil we have. It would be incorrect however to lay all the blame on Satan, man himself must bear much of the responsibility; GOD has given him freedom of choice. For the past 6000 years Satan has not been bound, but we would understand that he has not been given ‘free reign’ to do just as he wishes. We think of the affliction that the adversary brought upon Job; however, he was only able to go as far as permitted by GOD. The scripture says: “resist the devil and he will flee from you.”

This is spoken to the Church, but the same principle would apply to the world. For Satan to get a foothold, there would have to be compliance to a certain extend on the part of the individual.

We realize of course that our Heavenly FATHER is supreme and all powerful; HE could intervene to put an end to these conditions and we know that HE will do so shortly. We also know that HE has allowed these conditions to continue for mankind’s ultimate good. The whole Plan of GOD is designed in such a way, so as to bring eternal life to the maximum number possible. GOD views matters in the correct perspective, HE does not put the same importance on this present life as man does. HE knows that the next life is the all important one. This is when they will see the contrast between Satan’s rule and Christ’s rule.

GOD has not made any exceptions; He has not shielded HIS chosen ones of past ages, or the present age; they must endure the experiences common to mankind in general, as the Scriptures say, the church is to have fiery trials to test their faith, they enter the Kingdom Heaven through much tribulation. Even with HIS only-begotten Son, the Lord Jesus no exception was made. Throughout the time of His ministry He suffered humiliation and persecution, culminating in the cruel death of crucifixion on the cross of Calvary, one of the worst deaths imaginable.   

We mentioned previously that Adam and Eve were given only one basic commandment, and that was absolute obedience to GOD. This commandment of course applies not only to Adam and Eve, but also to all their progeny. In the next age man can look back over 6000 years and see the result of disobedience to their CREATOR. They will then come to realize, that obedience to GOD is for their own benefit. If man had but obeyed, those two simple commandments that we looked at before in Matt. 22:37-40, and everyone had loved their neighbour as them selves, there would have been no wars, violence, terror attacks, robberies, murder, deceptions and lies. GOD views the last 6000 years as a dark nighttime; but the start of the Millennium will herald the first rays of ‘the morning sun,’ as the scripture says in Psalms 30:5,
“For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favor is life: weeping

may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning”.

This dark night of weeping, which is the time of GOD’s anger is really only for a moment when we compare it with eternity; how insignificant it will appear when we look back after a billion years have passed. It is very hard at the present time for us to see things in their true perspective. 

 With the morning of the new Day the joy will commence, the dark night is then in the past, gone fore ever, only an unpleasant memory that will gradually fade, obliterated by the happiness and joy that will then abound.

 The scripture that we know so well in Ecclesiastics really answers the question of ‘why GOD has permitted this night of weeping?’ Ecc.1:13,

“And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning

all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God

given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.”

We also have the same thought expressed in Ecc. 3:10,

“I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to

be exercised in it”.
It is for man’s own good that he might profit and benefit from the experience and make the right decision in the next age when awakened from the sleep of death, to be found worthy to receive eternal life. Young’s Concordance gives the meaning of the word ‘exercised’ as ‘afflicted, humbled.’ Young’s Literal Translation of the Holy Bible renders it ‘humbled’. As we know, there are many who are very arrogant and have an inflated idea of their own importance, so are very much in need of this humbling process, because in due time ‘every knee must bow to GOD’, as we see in Romans 14:11. So when rightly understood, even the dark night of weeping shows the Mercy and Love of GOD; as it is all designed to humble mankind and ultimately bring eternal Salvation to the maximum number possible.

In summing up so far:

We have considered three ways to obtain an insight into the Mercy and Love of our Heavenly FATHER:

1.) By studying what the Scriptures reveal to us.

2.) by a correct understanding of the comprehensive nature of HIS Plan of Salvation, which gives the opportunity for everlasting life to all the human family.

3.) by looking at the life of our Saviour, who is the only true and perfect reflection of our Heavenly FATHER that we have.

We have obtained in insight into the Love and Mercy of our Gracious Heavenly FATHER and we have seen these attributes reflected in the character and life of HIS dear Son. Studying their character provides valuable lessons for each and every one of us. They are the pattern set before us to copy; it is our FATHER’S Will that we do so, to the best of our ability. Just like Jesus we delight to do HIS Will, is it not the sincere heart’s desire of each of us, to be perfect as HE is perfect, a true copy of our blessed Master, to be able to develop that special love for our Brethren just like Jesus had for His little band of faithful followers? Not just for those that believe exactly as we do, or for those whose personality harmonizes with ours, but for all the Brethren without discrimination. 

We must also love the whole groaning creation even those that treat us badly and deal dishonestly with us, yes, even our enemies, because God loves them all. It is HIS heart’s desire that they also will turn from their evil ways and receive everlasting life. Our Saviour loves them all; He loved them enough to give His life for them. We well know that through weakness of the flesh we all come far short of the pattern that is set before us, but if the true and sincere longing of our heart is to develop within ourselves the Character of our merciful and loving FATHER and that of our Elder Brother, the Lord Jesus. We know that if we are doing the best that we can that we will receive help from above. We know that even though we fail to come up to the standard, that through Jesus Christ the intention of our heart, our sincere desire will be accepted in place of absolute perfection, which we cannot achieve in this life.

It may sound strange, but if we wish to become a true copy of the pattern, we must also develop hate as well as love, God hates and Jesus hates. We find what it is that we must hate in Hebrews 1:8-9,  

“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever:

a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.

Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God,

even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy

fellows.”    

Jesus received special blessings, as the scripture says that it is more than his fellows. The scripture also says that this was because He loved righteousness and hated iniquity. If we desire to become a true copy of the pattern, we must also have a strong hatred of all things evil. We also have many scriptures that speak of GOD’s great hatred and anger against all things unrighteousness  and evil. These two attributes, the love of all that is good and righteous, and the hatred of all that is evil, really go together hand in hand. Without a strong hatred for all that wrong and evil in the world we cannot have a full and proper appreciation of all that is good and righteous. We cannot be lukewarm about it, there can be no compromise, no condoning anything that is not in line with GOD’s law of Love. It should make us angry to see all the crime and violence in the world, also the injustice, deception and lies, even in high places; innocent people severely injured, sometimes crippled for life by the violence of others, or people defrauded of their life’s savings. We should  have a great hatred for these things. 

We know that we cannot do anything about it at the present time. The next age is the time when these things will be all taken care of. We must hate the evil, but not the evildoer; we must have only sympathetic love for them. In the coming Judgment Day, if we are found worthy, it will be our privilege to assist in the rehabilitation and nurturing of these people, so our strong desire and prayer for them should be that they will reform when given the opportunity, under the favourable conditions of the Kingdom Age. This would be in line with our Heavenly FATHER’s Will. As we saw, HE requires that every effort be made, to rescue even ‘the one lost sheep. A few verses in Ezekiel chapter 18 link in well here, firstly 18:23,
“Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith the

Lord GOD: and not that he should return from his ways, and live?”

Now to 18:21-22,

“… if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed,

and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he

shall surely live, he shall not die.

All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be

mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall

live”.

As GOD said in Ezekiel 18:32,

“For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord

GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”
A nice passage showing the mercy and love of GOD is Psalm 103:6-10,

The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are

oppressed.

He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of

Israel.
The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous

in mercy.

He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever.

He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us

according to our iniquities.
The Psalmist is looking forward to that future Day, when the Almighty GOD will not chide anymore, and HIS anger will be a thing of the past. When will that be? We find the answer in Revelation 15 :1, 

“And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven

angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the

wrath of God”

When the seventh vial or bowl is poured out, the anger and wrath of GOD will be over and HE will then speak: “peace, be still!” to the nations. The Kingdom Reign will then commence.

Let us close with the lovely words of our Master; spoken to His little band of followers, that includes each of us, we find the passage in John 15:9-12,

“As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in

my love.

If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I

have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.

These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in

you, and that your joy might be full.

This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have

loved you.”
May our Gracious and Merciful Heavenly FATHER and HIS loving Son continue to dwell with each of us; may we have their guidance and assistance to achieve our heart’s desire, which is to grow into their Character-likeness
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