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THE MARRIAGE SCENE

Psalm 45

Adanac Conference 2007

For any man or woman, their marriage is one of the most important events in their lives. Important as this marriage is, we would suggest, that it is but a shadow, or picture of a greater and more important marriage, in fact the most important marriage that there ever has been or ever will be, which we hope to celebrate shortly, (GOD Willing), a marriage that is not going to last, just for an earthly lifetime, but a union that is for all eternity, a union for which we are now preparing ourselves, you could say that this life is the time of our betrothal as mentioned by the Apostle Paul in 2 Cor. 11:2, 
For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused

you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to

Christ.

In a worldly marriage the partners receive a blessing by the union; in this coming spiritual marriage not only will the partners receive a great blessing by the union, but they will be privileged to bless the whole world of mankind, by assisting to raise them up from their fallen condition, bringing them up out of the miry pit of degradation, sin and death. Oh, what a blessed prospect has been set before us; if we fulfill the conditions of our call, we will have a worthwhile and fulfilling work to do, a work that has been mapped out for us by our Heavenly FATHER, which we will be able to carry out with the power, which HE will give us as Divine Immortal beings. The results of this work will be glorious. It will complete what we often speak of as ‘GOD’S Divine Plan’ and will bring honour and glory to HIM for the ages to come.

Why is the uniting of Christ and His Church symbolized by a marriage? At first glance it might seem a rather unusual symbol, but when we look into it, we see how appropriate the picture is. We realize that the symbolism is based on the ideal marriage as GOD originally intended that marriage should be, a loving and permanent union, ‘till death do us part.’ As our Master said in Mark 10:2-12, 

“And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a

man to put away his wife? tempting him.

And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command

you?

And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to

put her away.

               And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your

heart he wrote you this precept.

                But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and

Female

For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to

his wife;

And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain,

but one flesh.

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter.

And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and

marry another, committeth adultery against her.

And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to

another, she committeth adultery”.

Let us think about what the Lord Jesus said here in verse 7.

“For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to

his wife;”
 In Matt. 10:37-38 our Lord says,

“He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me:

and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of

me.

 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not

worthy of me”.

 This makes it plain that we cannot put any earthly relationship or ties before Him. From the time we make our consecration He must take first place in our affections, just as in Psalm 45:10,

“Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget

also thine own people, and thy father’s house;”

“Thy father’s house” means earthly ties, Father Adam’s house. Jesus said in Mark 10:8 that the husband and wife are now looked upon as one. This beautifully pictures the oneness that there should be between our Lord and all the members of His Bride, just as in our Lord’s lovely prayer in John 17, reading verses 20 and 21,

 “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe

on me through their word;

 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,

that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that

thou hast sent me”.

The marriage vows picture so very well just what is involved in our full consecration. When  we speak of the marriage vows, we mean of course the original vows that have been used over the years. At the present time, as we well know, there is a great falling away from GOD’S standards and these vows are frequently not used at all or are broken down to make them more pleasing to the flesh. The vows wording: ‘forsaking all others’ links in well with the scripture “forgetting thy father’s house,” putting our Bridegroom before our earthly family. We should of course fulfill all our legitimate earthly responsibilities to the very best of our ability, in fact, we should be able to develop and nurture our earthly families better than the worldly do. The position is made clear in 1 Tim. 5:8,

 “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his

own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”

The marriage vows say: ‘for richer, for poorer, in sickness  and in health,’ the thought is, we should be content with our marriage relationship, whether the years bring tranquility, peace and security or alternatively, they bring difficulties, hardship, trials and suffering. No matter what transpires, we should be faithful to our marriage partners. Is this not exactly the way it should be for us in our relationship to Him, to  whom we are betrothed? Once we have sat down and counted the cost; thereafter of our own free will made a full consecration of our lives, we must remain faithful, no matter what trials our Master sees fit to bring upon us for our development, correction and testing. The Apostle Peter suggested that at times there could even be fiery trials. 1 Peter 4:12-13,

 “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to

try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:

But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings;

that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with

exceeding joy.”
We must follow our Bridegroom wherever He leads us, whether it be in smooth and pleasant pastures or rugged and difficult terrain, as the Hymn says: “where He leads, I will follow…” We see by Revelation 14:4 that it is only those that follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, that will stand on Mt. Zion and will be numbered among the 144 000. These are they, that will enter into the marriage.

“These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are

virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he

goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits

unto God and to the Lamb”.

We are shown the time when the marriage union takes place in Rev. 19:6-7,

“And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the

voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,

saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage

of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.”

It says, ‘His wife has made herself ready’ just as in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins. We see by Matt. 25:10 that again it is only those that have completed the work of making themselves ready by the due time, that were allowed to enter into the marriage. This life is the time for making ourselves ready. We must develop the type of character pleasing to our Heavenly Bridegroom. We all have our own particular failings, weaknesses and faults, which we must work on overcoming. If  we have a sincere desire to do so and work on them, our Master is then pleased  to assist us in this most important work. Our Heavenly FATHER is also working in us by the power of HIS Holy Spirit. If we are working out our own salvation in reverence and fear, GOD will then work in us. Phil. 2:12-13,

“Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your

own salvation with fear and trembling.

For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his

good pleasure.”

It is important that we do not make the error that some have, who think that there is nothing that we have to do, that GOD will automatically do it all, independently of us. Such an understanding is contrary to the clear teachings of the Scriptures.

Let us now look at the 45th Psalm. The author of the Psalm is unknown. It is of little importance who the scribe was that GOD used to pen the words, because as we know, HE was the real Author. The Psalm is HIS inspired Word. The Psalms in general are a rich storehouse of GOD’S precious Truths. This particular Psalm is very helpful in illuminating us on what we could term ‘some of the deeper doctrines.’ We will not start at the beginning but rather we will commence by reading verses 6 and 7, as these verses help our understanding of the psalm,

“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy

kingdom is a right sceptre.

Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God,

thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy

fellows.”
This passage identifies who the Psalm is written about, because it is quoted in the New Testament, let us read Heb.1:6-9. In this passage the contrast is being made between the angels and the Lord Jesus, showing the superiority of GOD’S Only-begotten Son over the angels. 

 “And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he

saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.

 And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his

ministers a flame of fire.

 But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever:

a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.

 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God,

even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy

fellows.”
So we see that these verses 6 and 7 in Psalms 45 depict the Heavenly FATHER speaking to HIS Beloved Son. We have the New Testament to guide us, but  commentators tell us, that the Psalm was already ascribed to the Messiah before the New Testament came into being. The Chaldee paraphrase version renders verse 2 “Thy beauty King  Messiah  is more excellent than the Sons of men.” 

We are told that His Throne will last forever and ever. This does not seem to be referring  to just  His Millennial Age Throne, but rather to the high position and great authority that the Heavenly FATHER has conferred upon Him, He has been given a name which is above every name. After His Resurrection He said: “all power is given   unto to Me in heaven and earth.” So in the whole universe Jesus Christ is supreme, taking second place only to the Heavenly FATHER; undoubtly a position He will hold for all eternity. The closing verse of the chapter, verse 17 is in keeping with this  understanding, again it is the Heavenly FATHER speaking to HIS Son, verse 17 reads,  

 “I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations:

therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever.”
This Psalm depicts the period that is just ahead of us, culminating in the marriage union of Christ and His Bride, followed by the raising of the Great Multitude, then the Ancient Worthies, in that order.

Two kings are mentioned in the Psalm, one is the Heavenly FATHER, the other, the Lord Jesus. Also two Gods are mentioned, again they are the Heavenly FATHER and HIS Son. The fact that the Son is referred to as a God in no ways supports the doctrine of the Trinity. In fact, reading the Psalm clearly shows two separate identities. The term ‘God’ means ‘a mighty one. ’ That expression certainly applies to the Son as well as the FATHER. We have now taken a brief look into what the Psalm is all about; so let us now take a more detailed look. Time does not allow for an indebt study.

Verse 1 reads,

“My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I

have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready

writer”.

It is interesting to note that the Hebrew word translated ‘inditing’ occurs nowhere else in the whole Bible; the word means: “to boil up, or over as a fountain;” and the idea here is that his heart boiled over with emotions of love; it was full and overflowing; it found expression in the words of this song. 

The Young’s Literal Translation is helpful, it renders part of the verse 1 “…I am telling my works to a king…” The King would be the Lord Jesus, as we saw the Psalm is all about Him.

Now to verse 2

 “Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy

lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever.”

A distinguishing is made here between the children of men, meaning mankind in general, and Jesus who is the Son of GOD; therefore not of Adam’s stock. The word ‘fairer’ is from a very unusual Hebrew word, which is a reduplication, and thus means ‘to be very beautiful.’ A literal rendering would be ‘beautiful – beautiful – art thou above the children of men.’ This would be speaking of the great beauty of character possessed by our Lord, so a most appropriate word has been used here, for He who is holy, harmless etc, as we see in Heb, 7:26,

 “For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled,

separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;”

It says ‘grace is poured into thy lips’ again these are very fitting words describing Him, ‘who spake as never man spake’ as we read in John 7:45-46,

 “Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they

said unto them, Why have ye not brought him?

 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man.”

We have the same thought again in John 4:22

 “And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words

which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this

Joseph’s son?”

The verse 2 in our Psalm says: “therefore GOD has blessed Thee forever.” We note the word ‘therefore’ meaning ‘it is because of His beautiful perfect character that GOD has blessed Him.’ We can link this in with verse 7 of our Psalm,

“Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God,

thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy

fellows.”

Again we have the word ‘therefore’ it is because He loved righteousness and hated wickedness, that He is to be anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows; this would seem to mean above ‘the angels of heaven.’ 

Now to verses 3-5,

 “Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with thy glory and

thy majesty.

 And in thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and

meekness and righteousness; and thy right hand shall teach thee

terrible things.

Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the king’s enemies; whereby

the people fall under thee.”

Here we have a picture of a great warrior riding to battle, to conquer the KING’S enemies. Those who are GOD’S enemies are also the Son’s  enemies. The outcome of the battle is never in doubt. All enemies will finally be conquered. Let us look at 1 Cor. 15:24-26,

“Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom

to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and

all authority and power.

For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.

The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death”

This passage shows the final outcome. The battle that will be fought is no normal battle. The meaning is little clearer in the Leeser Translation:

“Yea, it is thy majesty: be prosperous,

 ride along for the cause of truth and

 meekness and righteousness; and fearful

 things shall thy right hand teach thee.”

These verses of course are highly symbolic. We have similar illustrations for example in Rev. 6:2, 

“And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a

bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth

conquering, and to conquer.”

And Rev. 19:11-16

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat

upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he

doth judge and make war.

His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many

crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he

himself.

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is

called The Word of God.

And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white

horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.

And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should

smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he

treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty

God.

And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING

OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS..

In Rev. 6:2 we again have a picture of our Lord, we are told that He went forth conquering and to conquer. Our mighty King always conquers in the work of carrying out His FATHER’S Great Plan  for the human family, unlike an earthly king going to battle where the outcome is uncertain. Our King never has a failure. For the world in general, those who do not know GOD’S Plan Christianity would seem to them quite unsuccessful. The battle is in the cause of Truth, humility and righteousness, meaning, that the Kingdom He is going to establish will be based on these principles, in distinction to the present kingdoms of unrighteousness, which are based on error and falsehood, pride and arrogance, and evil deeds.

The sword in these verses is a symbol of the Truth, the Word of GOD, as we see by 

Heb. 4:12 and Isa. 49:2,  

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any

twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and

spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the

thoughts and intents of the heart.”

“And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of

his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his

quiver hath he hid me;”
The verse we looked at in Rev. 19:15 shows the sword coming out of the mouth. This is clearly no literal sword; the King’s enemies are slain by the Word of GOD. We have a similar thought with regards to the arrows. Let us look at Psalm 38:1-2 

 “O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither chasten me in thy hot

displeasure.

 For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore

And now Psalm 120:3-4

What shall be given unto thee? or what shall be done unto thee,

thou false tongue?

 Sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals of juniper”.

We saw in verse 5 of our Psalm 45 ‘the arrows are sharp in the heart of the King’s enemies.’ Note particularly, that it is ‘in the heart’ that they are sharp. We have the meaning shown very nicely in Acts 2:36-37,

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath

made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and

Christ.

Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and

said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren,

what shall we do?”

Most other translations use a stronger term in verse 37, for example,

“Now when they heard this they were cut 

to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest 

of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”      RSV
It is the sword and arrows of Truth that will slay the King’s enemies, their consciences will become sensitized and they will be pricked in the heart.

Verse 4 of our Psalm says: “…thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things.” The Leeser Translation says: “…fearful things…” This is rather an obscure statement. We find a helpful verse in Psalm 21:8,

 “Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand shall

find out those that hate thee.”

Then verse 11 and 12 of Psalm 21,

 “For they intended evil against thee: they imagined a mischievous

device, which they are not able to perform.

 Therefore shalt thou make them turn their back, when thou shalt

make ready thine arrows upon thy strings against the face of them”.

This could well be prophetic of something that is to occur at the end of our age. Fearful or terrible things that the King is to learn about, would seem to be in connection with His enemies, those that are devising evil plans.

Now to verse 8 of our Psalm,

“All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the

ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad”.

Here we have a complete change of scene, a warrior does not go to battle with perfumed garments. Commentators tell us that fragrant spices were used to scent  the clothing on festive occasions. In our passage the festive occasion is the marriage. This verse shows the Bridegroom prepared for the wedding. 

Now to verses 9-11 of our Psalm, 

“Kings’ daughters were among thy honorable women: upon thy

right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir.

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget

also thine own people, and thy father’s house;

So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and

worship thou him.”

The KING’S daughters would be GOD’S daughters, the called-out Church of the Gospel Age. The Queen on the right hand would be the Little Flock, the Bride. She is also a daughter of KING JEHOVAH. As we saw, she is referred to as the KING’S daughter in verse 7. She is the daughter, the main daughter. She stands  in the chief position of favour, on the right hand of the King, that is, King Jesus. She is attired in gold as is also mentioned in verse 13, which is a symbol of the Divine Nature.

We are more familiar with the term ‘sons of GOD;’ in this Psalm the term ‘daughters’  are used because it is the marriage scene. The Church are also referred to as daughters in 1 Pet. 3:6,

 “Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him Lord: whose daughters

ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any

amazement.”

We touched on verse 10 previously, this verse is showing us that when  we make a full consecration, we should put aside our earthly interests and desires where possible and our main concern should be on spiritual things. 

Verse 11 starts off with the word so; ‘so shall the King greatly desire thy beauty’. It seems to be suggesting that, if the instructions of verse 10 are carried out, then ‘the King will desire thy beauty.’ We of course fully realize that the Bridegroom is not the least concerned with the beauty of outward features. He is concerned about the heart condition, the inward beauty of character.

Now to verse 12,

 “And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich

among the people shall intreat thy favor.”

This verse conveys a nice thought, it shows that there is to be a change of heart with those who were not previously very interested in spiritual things. The rich generally have always been more interested in gaining even more wealth. Now they are coming into line and are acknowledging the new  rulership. Tyre, we are told, was one of the most affluent societies of the ancient world. We understand from the Scriptures that Tyre is a symbol of the false religious system of Papacy, under satanic control, as we. See by Ezekiel 26:15-17, 

“Thus saith the Lord GOD to Tyrus; Shall not the isles shake at the

sound of thy fall, when the wounded cry, when the slaughter is

made in the midst of thee?

Then all the princes of the sea shall come down from their thrones,

and lay away their robes, and put off their broidered garments: they

shall clothe themselves with trembling; they shall sit upon the

ground, and shall tremble at every moment, and be astonished at

thee.

And they shall take up a lamentation for thee, and say to thee, How

art thou destroyed, that wast inhabited of seafaring men, the

renowned city, which wast strong in the sea, she and her

inhabitants, which cause their terror to be on all that haunt it!”

and 28:1-19,

The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,

 Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord

GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a

God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a

man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:

Behold, thou art wiser than Daniel; there is no secret that they can

hide from thee:

With thy wisdom and with thine understanding thou hast gotten

thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into thy treasures:

By thy great wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou increased thy

riches, and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches:

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast set thine

heart as the heart of God;

Behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of

the nations: and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of

thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness.

They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths

of them that are slain in the midst of the seas.

Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? but thou

shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of him that slayeth thee.

Thou shalt die the deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of

strangers: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord GOD.

Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say

unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full

of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.

Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone

was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl,

the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the

carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy

pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.

Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so:

thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and

down in the midst of the stones of fire.

Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created,

till iniquity was found in thee.

By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of

thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee

as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O

covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.

Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast

corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee

to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold

thee.

Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine

iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth

a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring

thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold

thee.

All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at

thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.

Now we have the daughter of Tyre bringing a gift. This would show, that many of those that have been deceived by Satan’s counterfeit system, will readily accept the new righteous Millennial Age administration.

Now to verse 13,

 “The king’s daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of

wrought gold”.

She is glorious within. As we mentioned before,  the beauty of the Bride is not an outward beauty, but a beauty of character within. We might think that this verse is confirming that understanding again, but in fact, it  is speaking of something quite different. As scholars tell us, it is not referring ‘to within herself.’ The Hebrew word is “penimah” it means “at or by the inner wall of a house, room, or court; that is, opposite to or in front of the door, and of those entering”

The thought could be, that she is in a prominent position, where she is seen. Speaking of the fact, that she is to be revealed to the whole world. At the present time the world knows nothing about the Bride of Christ. Most of the Christian  world has very little understanding of the real purpose or function of the Church in glory. The Bride is not just to be seen, but ‘seen within the palace,’ not a literal ‘see’ but a discernment. Within the palace could have the thought that she is to be seen within her proper setting, her proper place in GOD’S Plan. All of mankind are going to be brought to a knowledge of her Kingdom Age function, in assisting in the Great Restoration work. This thought is supported by the verse we know so well, Ro. 8:19,  

“For the creation waits with eager longing

 for the revealing of the sons of God;” 
    RSV.
The creation does not know at present that they are waiting for the revelation of the Sons of GOD, but they will know when the time comes.

Now to verses 14 and 15,

 “She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: the

virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto thee.

 With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: they shall enter

into the king’s palace.” 

As mentioned before, this Psalm is highly symbolic. So, the various features mentioned all have a meaning, they are not put there just to make a nice story, or to fill up the pages, they all have an anti-typical counterpart. We note, that the Bride is brought to the King in raiment of needlework. Some translations say: “embroidered garments.” When we accept the Lord Jesus as our Saviour and make a full consecration, we are each symbolically given a garment or robe, a robe of righteousness to cover our sins, which means that we are justified. We are required to keep our robe clean and white, unspotted; but we are also required to embellish the robe with embroidery-work, which is a slow and tedious process, in the reality a lifetime’s work. The embroidery would picture our slow development of character, the fruits of the spirit, a gentle meek and loving character, with not a trace of pride or arrogance, with no suggestions of superiority over others, who see some things a little different to us. With needle-work there is generally a pattern given to follow. We have also been given a pattern, our pattern is the Bridegroom, we are to develop His Character. We find the details in GOD’S Holy Word, especially in the four Gospels.

The verse goes on to show, that as well as the Bride, there are others that are to be brought unto the King. These are the virgins, the Bride’s companions. We want to note particularly two things, firstly, that these are virgins; and secondly, that these are companions of the Bride. The term ‘virgins’ means that they are pure and undefiled; they picture a righteous class. The Bride class are also Virgins, as we see by Rev. 14:4. These companions could possibly be the same as the ‘honourable women’ of verse 9. Leeser renders this verse: “King’s daughters are among those dear to thee” and the New World Translation reads: “The daughters of kings are among your precious women.” This shows that these women represent a class greatly loved by the Bridegroom, second in His affections only to the Queen (His Bride). The fact that they are referred to as ‘the Bride’s companions’ is a very important clue. They are those that have been journeying with the Bride during the Gospel Age. In no way could they picture the world. The world cannot in any sense be termed ‘companions of the Bride.’ How beautiful the foolish virgins of Matt. 25:1-2 fit this class.

 “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins,

which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.

And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

 These are clearly the Bride’s companions. Both classes go out together to meet the Bridegroom. They could not picture any others, but the companions of the Bride. 

We want to note particularly in the Psalm, that they are brought in to the King, that would be, in His palace, exactly the same as the Queen, the Bride. This denotes that they are a heavenly, spiritual class. These are not brought in to the King at the same time as the Bride, they “follow after.” The word “follow” has the meaning “follow after.” These do not enter into the marriage, but they attend the marriage supper that follows the actual marriage, see Rev. 19:9,

 “And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto

the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are

the true sayings of God.”

 We note that Rebekah, who is a picture of  Christ’s Bride took damsels with her on the journey to meet Isaac, who is an  illustration of Christ Gen. 24:61,

 “And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the

camels, and followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah, and

went his way. And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the

camels, and followed the man: and the servant took Rebekah, and

went his way.”

So we see the same illustration again, that on the journey to meet the Bridegroom the Bride had companions with her. 

Now to verse 16,

 “Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest

make princes in all the earth”

‘Fathers’ is the term that is used to describe Israel’s ancestors of old; those that we term ‘Ancient Worthies.’ In the Resurrection these will be children of Christ and His Bride. These are to be made “princes.” This is a very high and honourable position. Some Translations render it “rulers,” but a prince is a lower rank than a king. A prince is a king’s son. How beautifully the picture fits, these are styled ‘children of the king’ that is, the Bridegroom-King, the Lord Jesus. So, as they are children of a king, they are naturally princes. We would think that initially they would be in Jerusalem, which we understand, will be the headquarters of  the Kingdom.  

 But the scripture says: “…princes in all the earth;” this suggests that they will not  be stationed there permanently, but it seems, that they will be scattered throughout all the nations of the earth  to assist, and teach the people the way of righteousness. These will be the link between the earthly and spiritual phases of the Kingdom. Could it be, that the leader of each country, the one that we term ‘the president’ or ‘prime minister’ will be an Ancient Worthy? 

That brings us to the last verse of this Psalm, verse 17,

 “I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations:

therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever.”

In the Kingdom Age all will understand and appreciate Christ’s Ransom Sacrifice and the marvelous work of His 1000 year Reign will indelibly stamp His memory in their minds for all time, ‘therefore will they praise Him forever and ever!’

That brings us to the end of our Psalm. Before closing, there is one more beautiful illustration that we would like to look at. We have already referred to the fact, that the marriage union between a man and a woman is a type or picture of the marriage of the Lamb, which is shortly to take place. When a man  and a woman marry, what is it that most couples desire? Is it not to have children and raise a family? To have a family to care for and nurture brings happiness and joy to them. Perhaps we have not fully appreciated just how closely the anti-type, the uniting of Christ and His Bride follows the picture, that is, the earthly marriage. It is not until a man and a woman enter into wedlock, that the children are produced. We know, that is not always the case today; but we are not looking at that, we are looking at GOD’S arrangement for marriage. We see, that is exactly the way with the coming marriage. It is not until after the union that Christ and His Bride have a family. Christ has no children whatsoever as yet. So far He has not yet become a Father. With this understanding in mind we can now appreciate much more Isa. 9:6, 

 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the

government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be

called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting

Father, The Prince of Peace.”

The word “everlasting Father” can  also be translated  ‘age-lasting” which would be a better rendering here. But the best rendering of all  would surely be the Septuagint which renders it: “Father of the age to come.” How well this fits the reality! It is not until after the marriage of the Lamb and the New Age of Righteousness starts, that the children are produced. So our Lord is indeed the Father of the age to come. No-one can be termed ‘father’ until they have children. The Gospel Age is the time for the selection of the spiritual class only. Christ is not dealing with the world at the present time, that is the work of the next age. As we well know, the called-out ones of this age are all Children of GOD, not of Christ. Christ is their brother, as we see by Heb. 2:11,

 “For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of

one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,”

We often refer to Him as ‘our Elder Brother,’ which is a very nice term, because it acknowledges His superiority. As we saw in the Psalm, the very first children of Christ and His Bride will be the Ancient Worthies. These could be termed ‘the first fruits of the New Age,’ the first fruits of the earthly class. Then follow the Holy Remnant of Israel, a cleansed and purified people, as we see by Isa. 4:2-4,

“In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious,

and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them

that are escaped of Israel.

And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that

remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, even every one that is

written among the living in Jerusalem:

When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters

of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the

midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, and by the spirit of

burning”.

Thereafter the whole world of mankind, the living and the dead. These all become children of Christ and His Bride. It is their privilege to care for, train and raise this large family, all those that respond and accept the rules of the Kingdom.

The Lord Jesus is the last Adam, as we see in 1 Cor. 15:45. The first Adam would have been the Father of all mankind, if he had been obedient to GOD, Jesus has now taken his place as their Father, just as Eve would have been their Mother, if she had believed GOD and not fallen for Satan’s lie; but now the Church in glory has taken her place as Mother of mankind. Just as it was said to Rebekah, who pictures the Bride, as we see in Gen.24:60,

< 

“And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, Thou art our sister,

be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed

possess the gate of those which hate them”.

These words were said only to Rebekah, we do not find them said to any other woman in the Scriptures. This makes it clear that the reference is to the anti-type, the Bride of Christ.

Let us now look at Heb.12:2,

 “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the

joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,

and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
What was the joy that was set before Him? It could include quite a number of things. Most of the Bridegroom’s joy will be shared by His Bride; that is exactly what the Holy Scriptures say in Matt. 25:21, 

 “His Lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant:

thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over

many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

These words are repeated in verse 23. We have all read these scriptures many times, but perhaps we have not fully appreciated the significance of that statement, when we enter in beyond the vial in the resurrection, the pleasures and joys of our Lord, are to be ours also.   While the joy would include many things, surely a prominent part of the joy for the next 1000 years at least for Christ and also His Bride would be the joy of raising up the large family that they have been given, bringing thousands of millions up to perfection, to the Character-likeness of the Grand CREATOR and HIS Only-begotten Son, the character, which Adam originally possessed, and which GOD intended that all HIS Progeny should also possess. These have now gained the experience of both evil and good, which Adam had not before he sinned. So, we see by the end of the Millennium GOD’S original Plans and purposes for planet Earth and its inhabitant will have become a reality. It could be, that when Christ hands back the earthly Kingdom to HIS Father at the end of His Reign, that His position as Father will then terminate.

We have Christ’s children mentioned in Isa. 53:10-11, 

 “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief:

when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his

seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall

prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall

 be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; 

for he shall bear their iniquities.”

‘He shall see His seed’ that is of course ‘His children,’ He saw what the glorious outcome of His suffering would be, ‘He saw the travail of His soul and was satisfied.’ We said before that we enter into most of the joys of our Lord. Jesus had the joy of providing the Ransom, which releases all mankind from the Adamic death-sentence. This is a joy that we do not share. He alone provided the Ransom; that only required one Sacrifice of a perfect man. We would understand that all His other joys will be shared with His Bride. As we mentioned before, the joys of the Kingdom Age work, but not just the joys of that work; but the thought would be, that we will share His joy for all eternity.

The future great work of the coming age and the Bride’s part in it is summed up very well in what is almost the closing words of the scriptures, namely Revelation 22:17,

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth

say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever  will,

let him take the water of life freely”.

How beautifully the contrast is being made here between the Gospel Age calling and the future work of the coming age. During the present age, it is only those that are  called and drawn of the FATHER that can come to Jesus as we read in John 6:44,

“No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me

draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 

Also Acts 2:39,

 “For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that

are afar off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call.”

In the Kingdom Age there will no longer be a calling, salvation will be open to all,  “whosoever will.” We see both the Holy Spirit and the Bride extending the offer, “…and let him that heareth say, Come…” Those that hear and accept the offer are then encouraged to say: “come,” to participate also in the Kingdom Age activity. So we see, that there will be a snow-balling effect with eventually very large numbers involved in the great work of that age.

Let each of us strive earnestly at making ourselves ready with our Gracious Heavenly FATHER’S help; so that when the Bridegroom arrives for the marriage, we might be found worthy to enter in as a member of His Bride. Amen.  
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