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THE LAST DAY AND THE LAST DAYS DISTINCT

Melbourne  Convention   December  2002
It is very important that we do understand the distinction between the term “last day” singular and  “last days” plural. These two expressions sound very similar, yet they speak of totally different time periods and they convey different lessons. If we do not see this matter correctly the Scriptures become very confusing. No doubt many of you would be very well aware of the distinction; however there are obviously those who are not. This  address was prompted by hearing  a tape in which there was a panel discussion, where the statement  was made that there was no distinction in the Greek between the term “last day” and “last days”,  they were both from the same Greek word. If that was the case we would have to conclude that it was only the translators who made the distinction, but this is not so, there is in fact a definite distinction in the Greek, one is singular and the other is plural.
Looking into the subject in more detail, it is perhaps not so  surprising that a mistake has occurred as many brethren rely on Strong’s Concordance for their information. In this particular case Strong’s Concordance is most unreliable as it makes no distinction between the singular and the plural, but lists them altogether under the same Greek word. We wonder why they did this, obviously they saw no importance in highlighting the difference. This could perhaps be because they did not have an understanding of GOD’s Plan and did not appreciate the difference in the two expressions. Professor  Strong lived before the time came for Scriptural knowledge to be increased. It was only after his time that the details  of GOD’s wonderful Divine Plan were brought to view. Many had the incorrect understanding that the last day was simply a very brief period, when all that had ever lived were resurrected, a small number to be rewarded with the  joys of heaven, whereas the majority were to be sent off to a place of eternal torment, so the last day would have been looked upon as occurring during  or perhaps at the end of the period referred to as “the last days”; therefore there seemed no reason to show the distinction. Young’s Concordance does state the matter correctly, they list the singular and the plural separately. “Day” is translated from the Greek word HEMERA whereas “days” is from the Greek word HEMERAI. So we see the plural form of the word contains one extra letter, the letter “I” (in the Hebrew text there is also a separate word for  the singular and the plural). The Diaglott renders it correctly, and when we examine the Greek word in the word for word section we can see that there is a difference between the word “day” and “days”. The word “day” and “days” each occur several hundred times in the N.T. and Young’s Concordance lists them all separately.
In looking at some of the words in eight different translations we see that the various translators render them correctly, “day” where it should be day and “days” where it should be days, this could not happen if they were all from the same Greek word, the translators would have had nothing to guide them, some would translated it one way and some the other, but this did not occur.

Having established from the Scriptures that the last day and the last days are indeed separate and distinct, what is the difference between the two? Most of you would be very familiar with the subject, but it is always good to refresh ourselves on GOD’s precious Truths and these two expressions do bring out very important fundamental aspects in GOD’s Divine Plan, and for the sake of the young ones and those young in the Truth, we will look into this matter, in fact we all need a little milk in our diet as well as meat.

The terms “last day” and “last days” both imply the end of something. If we have the last of something, it means that there is no more of it. In our case it does not literally mean that there will be no more days, GOD has promised that the earth abideth for ever, but our passage means that there will be no more of those kind of days. In the case of the “last days” plural, the expression mainly applies to the end of our age, the days we are now living in and the days immediately ahead of us, the last days of this unrighteous order of things, the last days of Satan’s empire, the last days of the permission of evil, GOD has promised that there will be no more of these days. When these days are over it will usher in the long awaited Kingdom , the times of Restitution, the start of the “last day” singular. This “last day” we understand to be a 1000 year day, the time when Christ and His Church will reign to assist all mankind, all who are willing, up the highway of holiness back to perfection.

As we saw the “last days” mean the last days of man’s attempt to rule himself without GOD, whereas  the last day means the last day in GOD’s  programme to restore this planet and its people, the last 1000th year day, the seventh day. In one sense the previous six days (that is the previous six thousand years) have been a preparation for this “last day” the great Millennial day. The start of the eighth day will see all the willing of Adam’s family restored, they will then have become GOD’s family.

Let us look at a few of the scriptures in connection with the last days, firstly 2Timothy 3:1-3,        

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.


For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,


Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce”
Perilous times will come, we already have perilous times in certain areas of the world, we have warnings from governments that it is unsafe to travel to many parts of the globe, the perilous times could especially mean perilous to the faith of the LORDS’s people, at the end of this age there will be very subtle and convincing deceptions that will take place, as 2 Tim. 3:13 says,

“But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived                                     
And again in 1 Tim 4:1-2,


Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;


Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;

Just as our Master said in Mat. 24:24,
“For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect”. 

This deception will be very cunning, it will not appear evil but will have a veneer of something good, as we know Satan transforms himself into an angel of light.
Those who are fully consecrated and have committed their lives to the LORD will not be deceived, the words “if it were possible” imply that it will not be possible. It will be a great time of shaking, a sifting out process. James 5:1-2 reads,

“Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. 

Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten.”
The day is coming when money will be worthless, this is implied by Ezek. 7:19


“They shall cast their silver in the streets, and their gold shall be removed: their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD: they shall not satisfy their souls, neither fill their bowels: because it is the stumblingblock of their iniquity”
In one sense it is a wonderful time to be living in, because we can see so much of our LORD’s Word being fulfilled before our very eyes. These evil times that are going to take place in the “last days” our Master likens to the days of Noah and the days of Lot, the same immoral conduce that was rampant in the days of Lot is rapidly increasing in our day, what was once viewed as depraved conduct is now looked upon as being quite acceptable. GOD’s Law and HIS Standards are being totally ignored.
Let us now look at that beautiful passage we know so well in Isaiah 2: 2-4,      

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.


And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.


And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more” 
We find exactly the same passage in Micah 4: 1-3. This shows the importance  of the statement, the fact that GOD has seen fit to present it twice. The Micah passage continues in the verses that follow, that is  verses 4-7”

“But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it.


For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and ever.


In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted;


And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever”
This is the wonderful time we are all longing for, the time that will fulfill the desire of all the nations and  if we prove faithful unto death, we will be privileged to have a small part in this great Restitution work. We will not be sitting under the vine and fig tree, we will be a part of the vine, we will be the branches. Remember our Lord’s words in the lovely parable found in John 15: 1-7, just reading verse 5,

“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”
We would understand the symbol of the vine and fig tree to have  dual meanings: one, a symbol of peace and contentment, no more agitation and restlessness as symbolized by the restless sea, just as Revelation 21:1 says, speaking of that coming time,

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.”
Perhaps there will be a getting back to nature, each one with their own fruit trees and vegetable garden producing their own food, as well as flowers and ornamental trees and shrubs, those things that are pleasing to the sight, each one like our first parents Adam and Eve with their own little Garden of Eden.  

It has been suggested by others and we believe correctly so, that it also symbolizes the two phases of the Kingdom, the fig tree the visible earthly phase that is, the nation of fleshly Israel under the leadership of the Ancient Worthies, the Princes in all the earth and the vine the spiritual phase, Christ and the glorified Church. Just as in Isa. 2:3 where we read that the Law shall go forth from Zion, that is, from the spiritual phase of the Kingdom, this is where it originates and the Word of the LORD from Jerusalem, that is, the earthly phase of the Kingdom. It will be relayed out to the world from there, as the spiritual phase will not communicate directly with mankind, it does not have to, it has its fleshly representatives on earth, it is not going  to bypass the earthly phase and make the Ancient Worthies redundant.

We see in both Isaiah and Micah that the mountain, that is the Kingdom is to be established in the last days. Perhaps we would have been inclined to think that it would have been in the last day which is the Millennial Day. How do we understand  this? Well, these lovely verses in Isaiah and  Micah are progressive and cover a lengthy period of time. The Kingdom will not be reigning in power and glory during the last days. That is the time when the work of establishing it is in progress or preparing it, that is how the marginal reading in the King James Bible renders it: “prepared in the last days”. The word “established” in both Isaiah and Micah  is from the same Hebrew word  KUN, Young’s Concordance gives three meanings: “be formed, prepared, established”, it  is translated “be established” 27 times, “be prepared” 7 times, “be ready” 8 times. It is also translated other ways. How well this thought of being prepared fits in with our understanding that we are now living in the day of Preparation as mentioned  in Nahum. This understanding was first presented about the end of the 19th century, the signs of preparation were very meager at that time in comparison to  what they are today.  We said that the term “last days” applies mainly to the end of the Gospel Age, but that is not always the case, we need to look at the context, for example we have Hebrews 1:1-2,


“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,  


Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;”

Theses verses are certainly not speaking of the last days of the Gospel Age, but we may not have quite an accurate translation here, the Diaglott gives quite a different understanding of the passage, instead of “last days” it reads in part,

                                           “In the last of these days”

The word for word section makes it even plainer reading part verse one and two, 

GOD having spoken to the fathers by the prophets in the last of the days of these spoke to us by a son.

Meaning in the last of the days of the prophets HE has spoken by a son. Our Lord’s first advent was the last of the days of the prophets, the end of that dispensation as it says in Luke 16:16,

“The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it”

We have another place which does not apply to the last days of our Gospel Age, that is Acts 2:17,

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:” 

Peter is quoting from Joel 2:28, Joel does not say: “in the last days” but he  says: “afterwards”. Commentators tell us that the Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, and Arabic texts  all render it this way or “after these things.” We realize that the early church was expecting the return of the Lord in their day. It obviously was not the LORD’s Purpose to enlighten them, it would have been disheartening to know that such a long period of time was to elapse before they would see their beloved Master again. It would not be correct to think that the Holy Spirit was only to be poured out on all flesh in the last days at the end of the Gospel Age. There have been different thoughts expressed as to how we are to understand this passage which we will not go into now. When Peter said: “this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel” he would have meant that this is the commencement of that which was prophesied by Joel. The Spirit is still being poured out on those that the LORD is calling in our day and it will not be until the Millennial Age before it will be poured out on the remainder of mankind. The only way we could understand the term “last days” here, would be long 1000 year days of the Gospel and Millennial  Ages, namely three 1000 year days.
If we are observant we can see many signs of the preparation for the Kingdom.

We were recently given literature published by the Maranatha group, pointing out the efforts that are going on behind the scenes to bring about a New World Order, a One World Government linked with a One World Church. We would understand this to be Satan’s  counterfeit, a counterfeit of the LORD GOD’s One World Government linked to a One World Church. Many brethren over seas have spoken on this topic in recent times, you may remember the late Brother Malcolm Price’s address: “I sit a queen…” 
The LORD GOD is supreme, nothing can happen on this planet unless GOD allows it, so in that sense all things are from GOD. HE uses Satan as HE has done in the past to  test man in Eden and to  test the Church and again in the future to test man at the end of the Millennium, so the coming World Government and World Church is just what GOD wants and HE will take it over in HIS own due time after it has been prepared. Revelation 11:15 says,
 “the seventh angel sounded his trumpet and there were loud voices in heaven which said the Kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom our Lord and  of His Christ and HE will reign for ever and ever” (NIV).
 We note it says Kingdom, singular; the only translation we have seen in the plural is the KJV. This strengthens the thought of a One World Government at that time, which will be taken over and placed in the hands  of Christ and  the Church. 
We realize that Satan’s counterfeit World Government will not be successful in as far  as it will not bring true satisfying peace and stability, it will not fulfill the desire of all nations, it will fail just as we are told that iron does not mix with clay. Dan 2:43, 

“And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.”

It will not be cohesive, just as is often the case today, when parties with different ideologies come together to form a Government. It will not be until the kingdom of this world  becomes the Kingdom of our LORD and HIS Christ that it will succeed.
We have seen the environmental awareness education starting even at school level, enlightening mankind through the media to the preciousness of our planet Earth and the responsibility of rectifying the effects of gross use of chemicals on the land and air and water pollutants. We have also followed the cleaning up of dead waterways in Europe that are now swarming again with marine life. Tree logging and land clearing on indiscriminate level has come to public notice. Now government sponsored programs like “Land Care” here in Australia encourage tree planting on large scales, involving school children to plant and care for trees, besides advice and incentives for farmers to revegetate certain areas of their land creating wild life corridors. These are just a few areas touched and much more could be added to give a full picture.
 For a good many years the richer nations have assisted the poorer nations with financial aid, goods and know how for the betterment of the citizens.  Aid workers are helping and teaching them.  In fact, most of the developed countries have an allocation in their budget each year for  helping poorer neighbors. We realize of course that what has been done so far is very inadequate, but it is a start and it shows the preparation work in progress. The trade barriers are being brought down, the aim is for a level playing field. It was stated recently that it was only because of the reduced tariffs that many Asian countries have been able to develop a manufacturing and exporting industry. As tariffs gradually come down further it will have the effect of slowly raising the living standard of the poorer nations and the leveling of the living standards of those that have more of this world’s goods than they need. In the Millennial Age there will be eventually be no poor nations, it will indeed be a level playing field. Of course we do not expect everything put right before the Kingdom comes, but the preparation work has commenced, a work that will continue on in the Kingdom. The preparation work that has been done will not be destroyed in the time of trouble, let as look at Hebrews 12:27-28, 

“And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear” 
It is only those things that can be shaken that will be destroyed, that is,  those things that are undesirable, those things that are out of harmony with GOD’s Will and are not wanted in the Kingdom. We are told that we have a Kingdom that cannot be shaken, that means that the preparation work for the Kingdom cannot be shaken. How strengthening it is for our faith to see this preparation work in progress and to know that it is fulfilling GOD’s Word. With regard to the nations coming together, what did  GOD say in Zeph 3:8-9,

“Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.


For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent”
One of the great preparation works for the Kingdom is the establishment of the nation  of fleshly Israel. The Kingdom could not commence to  operate before Israel was established, this will be the seat of the earthly phase of the Kingdom, which has to be established before the Ancient Worthies could be brought back. We have no doubt that this will be their headquarters.

Do we tend to take for granted the various activities in progress throughout the world today, do we perhaps fail to see the hand of the LORD in them? GOD uses man to accomplish HIS purposes. 6000 years have elapsed since the creation of our first parents, yet it is only in the last few years in comparison that all these momentous changes have taken place. This shows that they have not happened by mere chance, they show where we are on the stream of time, we can now surely see the day approaching.   

In contrasting the “last day” with the “last days”, we have seen that the “last days” is the period at the end of the Gospel Age, the time when the world is becoming very evil and immoral. It is also the time of the harvest work, the separation of  the wheat from the tares, and in contrast to the  world becoming more evil, there is also a good work in progress, a preparation work for the Kingdom.  That sums up the “last days” whereas the “last day” is the Kingdom itself, the 1000 year reign of Christ with the saints, the Judgment Day, the Day when  all mankind will be placed on trial for everlasting life. Jesus said in John 7:37,  

“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink”.

At that time the invitation was only to Israel and only to those of a right heart condition that the FATHER was drawing for the high calling, to be members of Christ’s Bride, but the day was to come when our Master’s words would have a much more universal fulfillment.  

We are suggesting that this last great day of the feast symbolizes the last great 1000 year day when the invitation will be offered to all, not just a calling out of certain ones as in the Gospel Age. How well our Lord’s words here link in with  Rev. 22:17, 

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”
Here we have the time when the work of the Gospel Age is over, now the drawing power of GOD’s Holy Spirit is operating for the benefit  of all mankind and the Spirit and the Bride(the bride, that is the glorified Church) are extending the invitation to all. Acts. 17:30-31  is speaking of this last day,

“In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead.” NIV                       

 Just as Jesus said In John 12:47-48,

“And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.


He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”
They will be judged by the same righteous principles as taught by our Master at His first advent, Isa 26:9-10 shows what the outcome of this Day of Judgment will be, 


“With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.


Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the LORD”.

The Day of  Judgment will be successful,the inhabitants of the earth in general will profit from it and become righteous, true children of GOD  and inherit the restored earth as Mat. 25:34 says, 
“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:”
But there will be some that remain wicked even when favor is shown to them , these will have to go into second death.
 This “last day” is also Resurrection Day as Jesus said in  John 6:39-40,

“And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.


And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.”
Jesus repeated this same statement regarding the raising up on the last day in John 6:44 and John 6:54, which we will not read. Then we have the words of Martha  speaking of the raising of Lazarus  in John 11:24,


“Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
No doubt many in Israel would have had this understanding regarding the resurrection taking place on the “last day”.
We note in John 12:48 they are to be judged in the last day, whereas  other scriptures say that the resurrection are to take place at the last day. In this case it is only the translators that have made the difference, they are all from the same Greek word EN the main meaning of the word is the same as our English word “in”. It is translated many different ways in the Scriptures, Young’s Concordance lists just two meanings “in” and “among”, by far the largest number of times it is translated “in” 1863 times in all, the other ways that it is translated could be more in the nature of implied meanings. These two words “in” and “among” do link together in that, if someone was said to be in something, it could be said that they were among it.

The question has been asked: “will the resurrection commence before the last day starts?” Our Lord,s words seem to suggest that they will not, but rather that they will be on the last day as some translations render it. This work will take place over a lengthy period of time as the multitudes that sleep in the dust of the earth are gradually restored to life in their own order as we see in 1Cor. 15:22-23, 
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.


But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.”
The firstfruits, that is the Church right at the commencement of this day, followed by the raising of  all mankind. We note that the resurrection is never mentioned in connection with the last days but always the last day.

By our Heavenly  FATHER’s Grace through Jesus Christ what a blessed time is coming for all the human family when the work of the “last day” is complete. Let us close with the  beautiful words of Rev. 21:3-6,   
“And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.


And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.


And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.


And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely”.
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