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THE NEW JERUSALEM
Let us commence by reading the appropriate verses, firstly Revelation 21:2,  

“And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from

God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”
The Apostle John saw a vision of the New Jerusalem coming down to earth from GOD out of heaven. What understanding does this illustration convey to us? What precious truths does it bring out? Exactly what does the picture represent? We are told specifically that it is a representation of the true Church of GOD in glory, namely the Bride, the Lamb’s Wife, as the angel said to John: Then Revelation 21:9-14,

 “And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the

seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me,

saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,

and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out

of heaven from God,

Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most

precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;

And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the

gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the

names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:

On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three

gates; and on the west three gates.

And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the

names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb”.
Her light was as clear as crystal: the thought is, there will be no darkness at all with the Church in glory, they are now true copies of their beloved Master, perfect; just as their Heavenly FATHER is perfect, as Jesus said to His followers in Matt.5:14,  

 “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be

Hid”.

The city had a massive wall: a symbol of protection. Nothing whatsoever can harm the Church any more in distinction to their sojourn on earth, they are now out of reach of all their enemies.

The city had twelve gates bearing the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. The city had a great high wall so none could enter except through the gates, signifying only those who were Israelites could enter and all who had become Israelites. These were not just Israelites, but all were Israelites indeed as was Nathanael John 1:46. Each gate had an angel guarding the gate; none could enter except those that had GOD’S approval.

The twelve foundations of the wall contained the names of the twelve Apostles: The Lord Jesus was the chief-cornerstone, but the Apostles were also foundations as we see in Eph.2:19-20, 
“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but

fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God;

And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,

Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;”

If we look at the whole of chapter 21 we see that there are other pictures here depicting the Millennial Age work, the making all things new, which will surely be covered buy others.

The city was an illustration of the Bride, when we think of the Bride, we think of 2 Cor. 11:2,
 “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused

you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to

Christ”.

All down the centuries of the Gospel Age the members of the Little Flock as chaste virgins have been preparing themselves, making themselves ready for the marriage. As in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, Matt. 25:10,
 “And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that

were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was

shut”.

It is only those that have made themselves ready before the door closes that will permitted to enter into the marriage. This applies to each called-out member of the Church, right from Pentecost until the full 144 000 are complete. Each are only allowed a certain time to make themselves ready. The time period varies, depending on the length of their earthly sojourn. For each one death means the closing of the door. None have ever known and none will ever know when the door will close for them. Let us now turn to Revelation 19:5-9,
“And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye

his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great.

And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the

voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,

saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage

of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,

clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.

And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto

the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are

the true sayings of God”.

Again we see that it is only those that have made themselves ready, as verse 7 says: “His wife has made herself ready.” In our study Revelation chapter 21 shows the Gospel Age work complete, the Bride in glory, as in the beautiful passage of the marriage scene found in Psalm 45, reading verse 13,14 and 17,
 “The king’s daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of

wrought gold.

She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: the

virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto thee”.
Her clothing is of wrought gold, a symbol of immortality, the Divine nature. Going back to Rev. 21 again, we asked the question: ‘What does the vision of the New Jerusalem represent?’ We have not yet fully answered that question. We have seen that it is a picture of the Bride in glory, but why is the Bride shown as a city, the New Jerusalem? The answer is fairly clear, a city represents a government, the ruling seat of a Kingdom. Just as the false kingdom of Babylon the great is referred to as a city in several places, e.g. Rev. 18:16-18,
 “And saying, Alas, alas that great city, that was clothed in fine linen,

and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones,

and pearls!

For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every

shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many

as trade by sea, stood afar off,

And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What

city is like unto this great city!”
In our illustration Jerusalem is the city. The capital city of Israel was the seat of government over GOD’S nation of Israel. This illustration that we are now looking at is the heavenly spiritual Jerusalem. The Bride is illustrated as the city of Jerusalem, because they are the government of GOD, serving under their Head, the Lord Jesus, who will be the great King over all the earth at that Day. We want to note especially note verses 10 and 11,
 “And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain,

and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out

of heaven from God,
Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most

precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;”
We see that the New Jerusalem comes down from GOD, having the glory from GOD. This harmonizes well with the verses we looked at, namely Rev. 19: 5-6,
“And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye

his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great.

And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the

voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,

saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth”.

These verses show the Supremacy of our Heavenly FATHER, HE is the Supreme ONE reigning over all. The whole Plan of Salvation is HIS! HE gave the Lord Jesus as man’s Saviour, John 3:16,
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have

everlasting life”.
Jesus is HIS appointed King as we see in Psalm 2:6,
2:6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
As we saw Rev. 19:6 says that the LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT reigneth. The Millennial Age Kingdom is GOD’S Kingdom; but it has pleased the Heavenly FATHER to appoint HIS faithful only-begotten Son to reign on HIS behalf for a 1000 years and to judge the human family. Not only has GOD selected the King, the one who is King of kings and Lord of lords, but HE has also selected all the members of government. HE has selected these and given them to Jesus to be His Bride. Jesus does not select His own Bride as He says Himself in John 6:44
“No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me

draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.”
And again in John 6: 65,
“And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto

me, except it were given unto him of my Father”.

Each of us is called to be part of that New Jerusalem. We will have the name of  New Jerusalem written upon us, as we see by the words of our Master in Rev. 3:12,
“Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God,
and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of

my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new

Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I

will write upon him my new name.”
We note this applies only to those that overcome. We see that they also have GOD’S name written upon them, they are the sons of GOD. Sons normally resemble their father and bear his name. Our Heavenly FATHER is selecting a class to be members of HIS intimate family to bear HIS name as we see in Acts 15:14

“Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to

take out of them a people for his name.”
Let us think again what the Lord Jesus is saying in Rev. 3:12, He uses the term ‘My GOD’ He uses it 4 times. He says: ‘the temple of My GOD’, then He says: ‘the name of My GOD’, then ‘the city of My GOD’ and finally ‘cometh down out of heaven from My GOD’. He uses the term 4 times so that we will not miss it and to emphasizes the point. What is the point? We would understand that our Lord uses the term ‘My GOD’ to show the close and intimate personal relationship that He has with GOD. It is in a very special sense He calls HIM ‘My GOD’, not just ‘GOD’. Of course the Lord Jesus brings out that close relationship in other places using different terms, such as the father – son relationship. It is brought out very plainly in His beautiful prayer in John chapter 17 where we learn ‘the FATHER and I are ONE’. He shows us that this should apply to us also, we should all have the oneness with each other and with our Heavenly FATHER and with our Elder Brother Jesus. We each have a special relationship with GOD, HE is our GOD. It would be appropriate for each of us to term HIM ‘my GOD’. We are not suggesting by any means that we have the same relationship as that which Jesus has, nor can we ever have this. Nevertheless each of us does have a special relationship. 
We are also to receive a new name, as we see in Rev. 2:17,
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the

churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden

manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new

name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.”
Again it is conditional upon overcoming. Our Lord’s new name and our new name would not be literal names, but would seem to denote the honour and position granted to each one. Our Lord would have been granted His new name when He proved to be an overcomer at the close of His ministry, gave the Ransom and sat down in His FATHER’S Throne. He was then given a name which is above every name as we see in Phil. 2:8-11,
“And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and

became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name

which is above every name:

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in

heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to

the glory of God the Father.”
We will receive our new name when we overcome. Each will then be granted the position that they are to hold, they will then receive their new name.
Throughout the long centuries of the Gospel Age the LORD’S true people have fervently been praying for GOD’S Kingdom to come. This was the prayer the Lord taught the disciples found in Matt. 6:10,
 “THY Kingdom come, THY Will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
Rev. 21: 2 finally heralds the fulfillment of the first part of that prayer: ‘THY Kingdom come’ it will not be until the end of the 1000 year Kingdom Reign that the last part of the prayer will have its full and complete fulfillment. It will not be until then that ‘THY Will be done on earth as it is done in heaven”. The phrase ‘till kingdom come’ has entered into the English vocabulary. If someone specially likes a particular pastime they say they could do it till kingdom come. Some have not got much faith in it ever coming, while others do not really know what the true Kingdom is. When the term ‘kingdom come’ is used, the thought is, that it is a long way off in the far future, but we know by the numerous signs in the world today that it is now very near as our Lord brought out in the Luke account of His prophecy Luke 21:29-31   
“And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the

trees;

When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves

that summer is now nigh at hand.

So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye

that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand”.

We have all seen these signs, have we not?
We have the beautiful passage in Song of Solomon depicting the millennial summer time verses 2:13,

My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair

one, and come away.

For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone;

The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is

come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land;

The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the

tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and

come away.

It is the time for the marriage of  the Lamb, the time for His Bride to come away with Him.
Another very interesting passage which also speaks of the heavenly Jerusalem is Heb. 12:22-24,
“But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living

God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of

angels,

To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are

written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of

just men made perfect,

And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of

sprinkling, that speaketh better things that that of Abel”.

This is a very comprehensive passage, covering the heavenly scene. The passage starts off by saying: “but ye are come unto mount Sion…the heavenly Jerusalem…” This was written to the early Church. How had they come to all these things at that time? Two different thought have been presented on this question;  the most widely held understanding is that the meaning could be, not that ‘ye come unto mount Sion…’ but ‘ye are approaching these things’. There are a great number of different Greek words all translated ‘come’ with different shades of meaning. The word ‘come’ in this verse has the meaning ‘to come toward’, the thought being that during the whole Gospel Age the members of the Church have been approaching or coming toward those things. In Rev. 21:2 we have the final consummation, the Church in glory has now literally come to these things. The other thought is, that they had come to these things in their day, in the same sense as Col. 1:12-13, 

“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath

translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son”:

We are shown here that the called ones are now no longer looked upon as part of this world, but are in Christ’s Kingdom, right from the beginning. These are in GOD’S true Church; the Church is in fact the Kingdom in its developmental stage. So then Christians all throughout the age have been ‘coming to mount Sion’, which also pictures the governmental part of the Kingdom. You could say that they have been coming to mount Sion and the other features mentioned in Heb. 12 in prospect. It would seem that both thoughts are correct. In one sense we have come to these things at the present time in this life, but in the final and complete sense not until we awake at Resurrection morning.
To get the full understanding of what has been presented in the Hebrews passage, we need to take the context into consideration by reading the previous verses 18-21,
“For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and

that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and

tempest,

And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice

they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to

them any more:

(For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so

much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust

through with a dart:

And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear

and quake:)”
These verses are speaking of the time when Moses and the children of Israel came to Mount Sinai and were given the Law. We have the account in Ex. chapter 19. Hebrews 12:18 starts off by saying: “for ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched…” then in verse 22 the contrast is made: “but ye are come unto mount Sion…” So the passage is saying ‘ye have not come to mount Sinai, ye have come to mount Sion’. Why are the happenings at Mount Sinai brought into the picture? It is because the events which occurred then are the illustration. Mount Zion and the Heavenly Jerusalem are the reality, the anti-type. The understanding that we have already been translated into the Kingdom is alluded to in Gal. 4:26
 “But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all”
We know there is a picture of the Covenant here, but it is a dual picture. The Jerusalem above pictures the Church, the Kingdom. The Church collectively is the mother of her children, that is, individual Christians. The Jerusalem above is again the Bride of Christ, as is the New Jerusalem in Rev. 21:2; but not yet the Lamb’s Wife. At this stage they are the espoused virgins. Then we have the very familiar picture in Rev. 14:1,
 “Then I looked, and there was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion!

 And with him were one hundred forty-four thousand who had his

 name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads”

The symbolism is slightly different here, but it is still an illustration in connection with the heavenly Jerusalem. We have the 144 000, the complete Bride shown in a specific part of Jerusalem, Mount Zion, which represents the governmental part of the Kingdom. So while the symbolism is different, the story is the same as Rev. 21:2 and that is, the Kingdom Reign of Christ and His Bride is about to commence.

The term ‘Zion’ or ‘Mount Zion’ is used many times in the Scriptures as the seat of the coming Millennial Age Government. We have Mic. 4:7,
“And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far

off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount

Zion from henceforth, even for ever.”
Again in Ps. 110:1-3,
“The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I

make thine enemies thy footstool.

The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou

in the midst of thine enemies.

Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties

of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of

thy youth”.

As we have seen in Rev. 21:2 the heavenly Jerusalem as a whole pictures the Bride. To use an everyday political expression, we could say, these are members of the Governmental cabinet. When the term Zion is used, it hones in on the specific location where the government will operate from; that is, the heavenly Mount Zion. Why is this location used to picture the seat of the spiritual government? We get the answer by looking at 1 Chron. 11: 4-9, 

“And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem, which is Jebus; where

the Jebusites were, the inhabitants of the land.

And the inhabitants of Jebus said to David, Thou shalt not come

hither. Nevertheless David took the castle of Zion, which is the

city of David.

And David said, Whosoever smiteth the Jebusites first shall be

chief and captain. So Joab the son of Zeruiah went first up, and

was chief.

And David dwelt in the castle; therefore they called it the city of

David.

And he built the city round about, even from Millo round about:

and Joab repaired the rest of the city.
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So David waxed greater and greater: for the LORD of hosts was

with him.”
And again in 2 Sam. 5:7,
 “Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the

city of David.”

This was where King David dwelt and established his seat of government. As we know, David’s Kingdom was a typical picture of Christ’s Kingdom . Christ is to sit on David’s throne, as we see in Luke 1:32-33, 

“He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and

the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his

kingdom there shall be no end.”

Now we see how beautifully Zion fits into the picture. The typical government with David on the throne reigned from literal Mount Zion; the anti-typical government with Christ on the throne will reign from the heavenly Mount Zion.

In the Scriptures the names of many individuals and places have definite meanings, which conveys a message to us. This is not by mere chance, but by GOD’S overruling. We are thinking of the name ‘Jerusalem,’ which means “possessing peace” throughout it’s long history the city has rarely possessed peace, so the name obviously refers to it’s future destiny, when it will be the seat of  GOD’S Government on earth. There was one exception when the city did have peace, that was during the reign of Solomon. There was a reason for that, his kingdom typified Christ’s reign of peace. As we have seen, when David took the city it was under Gentile control and named Jebus, this name means “trodden down”. How beautifully this fits the time when the city was again to be trodden down by the Gentiles, as our Lord said in Luke 21:24,

“And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away

captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the

Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled”       

In Abraham’s day when Melchisedec was king of the city, the name was Salem, which are the last five letters of the name Jerusalem. Salem means “summit” (Young’s Concordance). When the Lord Jesus is reigning, who will then be the antitypical  Melchisedec holding the offices of both King and Priest as did Melchisedec.
The city will be what you term the earthly summit the highest echelon of Government. Strong’s Concordance gives the meaning as “peaceful”.as also in Hebrews 7:2.
” To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by

interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of

Salem, which is, King of peace;”

Going back again to Rev. 21:2 we see that the New Jerusalem is coming down to earth. This means that the power and the authority of GOD’S spiritual Government is coming down to the earth; in other words, being exercised over the earth. This is carried out by the earthly phase of the Kingdom, situated in the earthly Jerusalem. We would understand that it would be under the control of the resurrected Ancient Worthies. In this connection we have some interesting verses in Heb. chapter 11. Firstly Heb. 11:10,
“For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and

maker is God.
This verse is speaking of Abraham. He looked for a city, that is, he looked forward to the Kingdom, when the Government of GOD was ruling.

Now let us read a few more verses that are speaking of the class we term the Ancient Worthies. Let us read Heb. 11:13-16,
“These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having

seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced

them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the

earth.

For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a

country.

And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence

they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.

 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly:

wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath

prepared for them a city”.

GOD has prepared for them a city. As we have seen, a city means a government. For the Bride the city is the heavenly Jerusalem. For the faithful ones of the pre-Christian era the city prepared for them would be the literal, earthly Jerusalem. They will be the rulers in this city, which will rule over the whole earth at that Day. This will be the channel between heaven and earth, the channel between the New Jerusalem, the spiritual Government and the literal Jerusalem, the earthly phase of the Kingdom. How beautifully this understanding is demonstrated to us by Jacob’s dream so long ago. Let us read Gen. 28:10-17, 
”And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran.

 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night,

because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place,

and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.

And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the

top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God

ascending and descending on it.

And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD

God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land

whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed;

And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread

abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the

south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth

be blessed.

And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places

whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I

will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to

thee of.

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD

is in this place; and I knew it not.

And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is

none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

Jacob’s words in verse 17 are obviously inspired of GOD: “this is none other but the house of GOD, and this is the gate of heaven.” The context shows that the location was within what is now the nation of Israel. In the coming age this will indeed be the house of GOD and the gate of heaven! How beautifully the term ‘gate of heaven’ describes the channel between heaven and earth! There has to be this channel because the spiritual phase of the Kingdom cannot be seen by mankind, so there must be the visible fleshly representatives who will relay the instructions that come from the invisible heavenly Government as brought out in Isa. 2:3,
“And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to

the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and

he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out

of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from

Jerusalem”.

The Law originates from the heavenly Zion and is relayed to the world from Jerusalem. The ladder represents the Lord Jesus as we see by John 1:51,
“And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye

shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and

descending upon the Son of man.
He is the One that made it all possible. The whole beautiful Plan of GOD is only possible because our Saviour willingly gave His life a Ransom to redeem Adam and all his descendents. The angels ascending and descending show the abundance of access and communication that there will be between the 2 parts of the Kingdom, the angels or messengers are thought to be members of the glorified Church. We notice in both, the Gen. and the Luke account, the angels first ascend. If the reference was to heavenly angels we would expect them to first descend.” 
The understanding that the literal Jerusalem will be the head quarters of the earthly phase of the Kingdom where the Princes will operate from, is well supported by the Scriptures, they will be operating there right up to the end of the Millennium as we see by Revelation 20:9,    

 “And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the

camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down

from God out of heaven, and devoured them.”
No one can compass the New Heavenly Jerusalem. 
It has been suggested that the faithful ones of the pre-Christian era also have a heavenly hope, but for the 1000 year Kingdom Age they have the privilege of  serving GOD on earth as  the visible rulers on earth, referred to as ‘princes in all the earth’ in Psalms 45 

When this assignment is complete the earth and all mankind will then be perfect and quite capable of managing their own affairs. The expertise of the Ancient Worthies will no longer be required on earth. GOD could then use them on the higher plane. When we read of their sterling characters as mentioned in Hebrews chapter 11 we can see, these were devout men and women of which examples we read in the Scriptures. Heb. 11:13-16 that we looked at certainly suggests that their final destiny could be heaven. They refer to themselves as strangers and pilgrims on earth. They seek a homeland, a heavenly country. 
As footstep-followers of our dear Master we eagerly look forward to the time when the New Jerusalem comes down to earth and the long-awaited Kingdom Reign commences. But how will the Kingdom Reign be received by the world in general? Will GOD’S glorious Plan for all HIS human creation be successful? Will it be accepted willingly by HIS large earthly family? The Word of GOD provides us with a very clear and definite answer and the answer is in the affirmative. Most of us know what the Scriptures say on this subject, but let us look at them again to refresh our memories. At that future Day the attitude of the people will undergo a complete and radical change. This is brought out very well in Psalm 110:3 where it says;”Thy people shall be willing in the day of  thy power…” This is during the time of the Kingdom Reign as brought out in Rev. 11:17,
“Saying, We give thee thanks, O LORD God Almighty, which art,

and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy

great power, and hast reigned”.
The reference here is to the Almighty GOD reigning, HE reigns through HIS appointed King, the Lord Jesus. Those that are not willing now, will be willing then. GOD has so structured the whole time from Eden to the start of the Kingdom Age to bring about the desired effect. HE has given man a dark nighttime of weeping, but HE has promised that joy will come in the morning of the New Day. Psalm 30:5,
 “For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favor is life: weeping

may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning”.
For each individual the night of weeping has been but the brief period of their own lifetime. As we well know, the wise man Solomon tells us the purpose of this night of weeping in Ecc. 1:13,
“And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning

all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God

given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith”.
And again in Ecc.3:10

“I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to

be exercised in it”.

The word exercised also means ‘to humble them’. The arrogance of the proud and haughty will be taken away .as we see in Isaiah 2:11-12,

“The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of

men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in

that day.

 For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is

proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted up; and he shall

be brought low”:

And again in Isaiah 13:11,
“And I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their

iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and

will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible”.

None who are proud and arrogant can ever be accepted by GOD until they are brought low. Those who commit deliberate and willful evil acts will receive forgiveness if there is a genuine repentance, but they will receive punishment for their evil acts 
 Many cannot understand why a GOD of Love allows the appalling conditions that we see in the world today to continue. In due time they will know that GOD has permitted man to take his own course for the ultimate good of the whole human family to bring about salvation to the maximum number. It will show in the strongest possible terms the dire results of man doing his own thing and disobeying and disregarding GOD’S righteous laws. At the present time man still thinks that he can totally disregard GOD’S instructions and bring about utopia on earth by his own efforts, leaving GOD out of the picture.
So the final Great Tribulation is required to bring man to his senses. Our GOD is a GOD of Love, but HE is also a GOD Justice. ‘Vengeance is MINE!’ says the Lord ‘I will repay.’ The Great Tribulation (Armageddon) is brought about by the evil spirits who are under the control of Satan. But God allows it to happen, to punish the world for their evil, as we   saw in Isa. 13:11. This will only come upon those who are living at that time. But when those who are sleeping in the dust of the earth awake, they will be told about it, and perhaps be shown the results, which could possibly have been recorded for that purpose. They will then know that GOD does not make idle threats, but means what HE says. This should give them the greatest incentive to obey their CREATOR in future. They will then come to realize that the whole terrible mess that the world got into was brought about by disobedience, all starting with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, and continuing ever since. We need to keep in mind that it is all designed with the ultimate end in view of eventually bringing everlasting life to the maxim number of the human family.      

When the New Jerusalem is ruling, the contrast will be clearly seen between the conditions in the world under the prince of this world Satan and the world under Christ and His Bride. It is because GOD in HIS Wisdom has arranged matters in this way that the people will be willing in the Day of His power. The Kingdom Reign will fulfill the desire of all nations as we see in Hag. 2:6 and 7,
“For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and

I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry

land;

And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall

come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith the LORD of

hosts”.

The shaking must come first, which is the Great Tribulation. This New Day will be a joyful time for most of them, the people will be willing to learn righteousness then, as we see in Isa. 26:8 and 9,
“Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O LORD, have we waited for

thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance

of thee.

With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit

within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the

earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness´.

Now to Romans 8:19,
“For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the

manifestation of the sons of God’.
That is the manifestation of Christ, the Chief Son of GOD and also the other Sons in glory. The world does not know at the present time that the coming Kingdom will satisfy all their longings and desires. They do not know that they are earnestly waiting for the Sons of GOD. But GOD knows because HE can read the very heart and mind of the people, HE knows what will satisfy all their hopes and aspirations. So HE can make a very definite statement that the coming Kingdom will satisfy all their desires. God created man in the first place, in HIS image, so HE would have placed the correct desires, the righteous desires within man. The scripture we have looked at show that mankind in general have retained these desires, at least to some extent. It would only be those that are incorrigible, that have lost them altogether. 
We have several scriptures showing the great time of joy and rejoicing when the LORD is reigning. 1Chron. 16: 30-34,
“Fear before him, all the earth: the world also shall be stable, that it

be not moved.

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and let men say

among the nations, The LORD reigneth.

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: let the fields rejoice, and

all that is therein.

Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the presence of the

LORD, because he cometh to judge the earth.

O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good; for his mercy

endureth for ever.
We have almost the same passage repeated in Psalm 96. The key words showing the time-settings in these passages are, ‘because HE cometh to judge the earth’, the same as it is in Isa. 25:9, 
 “And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited

for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for

him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
This is the time that the whole world has been unknowingly waiting for, they have all been waiting for something better, but it will not be until that day (the Millennial Day) that they will come to an understanding of just what they have been waiting for. It is then that they will say: “this is our GOD; we have waited for him…”
And also in Isa. 35:10,
 “And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion

with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain

joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.”
Our Lord Jesus gave His life as a Ransom for all mankind. So the ransomed of the LORD would refer to all those returning from the great prison house of death. So we can say definitely, that the work of the Kingdom Age will be a success. It will be a time of blessings and joy. It will have to be, to show the contrast between this present evil world and the Kingdom Reign. One of the very great advantages of this future time is that Satan will not be there to tempt man. All these passages that speak of the great happiness that will abound at that time are speaking in general terms and refer to the population at large, the average man and woman. There will be the exceptions, there will be those who will not be very happy with the conditions in the Kingdom, at least at first. There will be those who are stubborn and enjoy evil instead of righteousness. There will be quite a number of these, as we saw in Psalm 110 where it says that Christ must rule in the midst of His enemies. These would have to experience the iron rule. Part of the Kingdom Age work will be destroying the enemies by making them His friends. Psalm 110 as we saw, gives the thought that at least most of the enemies will be subdued, they are to be made His footstool.

May the LORD strengthen and guide us in the days that lie ahead that we may develop the Christ likeness and be accounted worthy to be a part of the New Jerusalem and be privileged to share in the great Millennial Age work. Amen
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