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THE  DAY  OF  PREPARATION

Melbourne Convention 2010
Our theme text is found in the book of  Nahum 2:3-4,
“The shield of his mighty men is made red, the valiant men are in

scarlet: the chariots shall be with flaming torches in the day of his

preparation, and the fir trees shall be terribly shaken.

 The chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one against

another in the broad ways: they shall seem like torches, they shall

run like the lightnings”.

These verses like many other passages would have had an initial fulfillment back in Old Testament times, but it seems that the main fulfillment is for our day. We could hardly get a better picture of present day conditions. If we go out at night in a big city anywhere in the world, we would see chariots like flaming torches jostling each other in the broad ways and running like the lightning. Many Old Testament passages are pointing forward to the last days of the Gospel Age; but perhaps none are as clear as this passage.
Our highways are frequently clogged with traffic. Over the recent Christmas New Year holiday period have been many accidents; in other words, much jostling in the broad ways.

This passage in Nahum are really speaking of the end of the Day of Preparation, they picture the great Time of Trouble that is to close that Day and the age, but they alert us to the fact that there is a period of time leading up to the new age, when a preparation work for that age is in operation. We are left to look at world events and work out for ourselves, which are preparation works, things that would be beneficial for the Kingdom, things that cannot be shaken.
Several different terms are used to describe our present day, e.g. the time of the end as mentioned in Dan. 12:9, 
“And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and

sealed till the time of the end.”
This again refers to the period at the end of the Gospel Age. We also have the term ‘last days,’ generally applying to the last days of the Gospel Age, though not exclusively. An interesting passage is found in Isaiah 2: 2-3,
  “And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the

LORD’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains,

and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.

And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to

the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and

he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out

of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from

Jerusalem.”
This is speaking of the Kingdom. Is it really established in the last days? The marginal reading says: ‘prepared.’ This seems to fit better and links in well with our theme “The Day of Preparation.”  The work we see going on all around us is a preparation for the Kingdom. The term ‘last days’ occurs several times, let us turn to 2 Tim. 3:1-5,
 “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,

proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,

incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers

of God;

 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from

such turn away.”
Now to 2 Peter 3:1-4,

“This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I

stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:

That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by

the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of

the Lord and Savior:

 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers,

walking after their own lusts,

And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the

fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the

beginning of the creation.”
Peter says: “…by way of remembrance.” That could apply to much of this address, to put you in remembrance. We need that from time to time as we are all leaky vessels. The passage should read ‘the promise of His Presence.’ There are differences of thought among the brethren regarding the Presence of our Lord, but this verse would not apply to any of the brethren, none are scoffing, none are saying that all things continue as they always have been; but we are expecting it among professed Christians. All would recognize the amazing changes that have taken place over the last 200 odd years. We can discern that the preparation work had its first small beginning at the end of Papacies 1260 years of power in 1799.
Is this not strongly supported by the reality of just what has actually occurred? We recognize the remarkable developments of the last two centuries. It was the unprecedented increase of knowledge that distinguished the 19th and the 20th centuries, increase in both spiritual and temporal matters. Can we not appreciate that the first beginning of the enlightening process was early in the 19th century?
Prior to that time there had been very little change during nearly 6000 years of human history. Now it all started to slowly happen, with the industrial revolution and steam power. In the field of transport the world slowly began to move out of the horse-and-buggy era, with the advent of the railways motor cars, jet planes, my ancestors who come from England to Australia took three months in a sailing ship to make the journey, now the traveling time is two days by plane, These are all signs that we are living in ‘the Day of Preparation’

We live in a world that is becoming more violent and evil as the years go by. GOD is allowing this for man’s eventual benefit, when they see the contrast with the conditions in the next age, it will not be difficult for them to choose the course that will bring everlasting life, they will see the disastrous results of disobedience to their CREATOR.  While we see this severe worsening of world conditions, we can see at the same time a great amount of work being put in place ready for the coming age. Can we not see the LORD’S hand in these things they did not happen just by mere chance, it happened because GOD’S time clock had struck, ‘the Day of Preparation’ had commenced.

In the field of communications we can see what a great benefit the technology of our present day will be in the coming age, perhaps more than anything else. We can see how this will truly be a preparation for the Millennial Age. The field of communications also had its early beginning in the 19th century with the advent of the telegraph and cable, followed by the radio, then television, tape recorders, firstly reel to reel recorders, followed by cassette recorders. These have now been superseded by disc players and DVD. Even DVD may in the future become obsolete by the superior quality of blue ray. One of the truly great inventions of the 20th century was the computer, associated with the internet and the world-wide web. We can see how all this technology has developed slowly over a long period of time. Very slowly during the 19th century, quickening during the 20th century, especially during the last half of the century and of course the 21st century. What a great advance in communication has been brought about by communication satellites. We remember the days, if one wanted to listen to a broadcast from overseas, the only means available was shortwave radio, where the quality was often very poor. Now often when we are listening to the news they cross over to London, New York, Moscow or anywhere in the world and the quality of the sound is generally as clear as the local station. We hear this relayed via the satellites, both radio and television have been improved just recently by going digital. Shortly 3 dimensional television is to come on the market. Now let us look at Dan. 12:4,
 “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to

the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall

be increased”
Surely this verse has been fulfilled to a greater extent than we ever dreamed possible. No-one can deny that knowledge has been increased. Many complain about the material that goes out via these medias. We realize that Satan is using them. We are all free to chose what we view or listen to. We must be selective. GOD is of course also using these outlets. Good results have been obtained from the web-pages posted on the internet by the brethren. And not just by the brethren only; other groups are also supplying worthwhile material. One man, an ex Roman Catholic priest has posted a great number of addresses and videos on a web-page, presenting the truth about the counterfeit system of the Papacy. We realize that the main benefit and work for these various mediums will be during the coming 1000-year Kingdom Age. Satan will be bound, so they will be used solely by GOD. What a great teaching tool they will be. How quickly the knowledge of GOD’S Glorious Plan can be beamed to the 4 corners of the globe. No-one will need to travel from country to county or from place to place to give lectures in halls. The message of Salvation could be presented from the headquarters in Jerusalem and would be immediately available throughout the whole world for all who desire to hear. No doubt at that time all would be eager and only too anxious to learn about the only true and living GOD and how they may come into harmony with HIM, and just what HE  has in store for them, as we see by Psalm 110:2-3,
“The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou

in the midst of thine enemies.

Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties

of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of
thy youth”.
This is the time when all will know the LORD. Let us look at Jeremiah 31:33-34,

 “But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of

Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their

inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and

they shall be my people.

And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, and every

man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know

me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the

LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their

sin no more”.

Then again in Isa 11:9,
 “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the

earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters

cover the sea”
We can now see how these scriptures could be fulfilled very quickly. It would take a little longer for them to truly know the LORD in the deeper sense of the word, to know the depth of HIS Loving Character and to be able to obey HIS Righteous Laws and to realize that they are for their own benefit. It will be a teaching and learning time, as we see by Isa. 26:8-9,

 “Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O LORD, have we waited for

thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance

of thee.

With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit

within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the

earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness.”
They will find out that the Judgment Day will be very different from what they imagined it was going to be.
GOD has so planned it that all this preparation work will be carried out prior to the start of the Millennium. In that way the Kingdom can get off to a flying start as it were; with very little preliminary work to be carried out. So mankind will have a full 1000 years of righteous conditions to learn the Truth and to unlearn all the false information that they have been taught, stemming from the Adversary and to overcome their old habits, weaknesses and sins and to develop into a likeness of their CREATOR, in HIS image. Of course all will not have a full 1000 years as it will take a period of time for those sleeping in their graves to gradually  return; but all will be given adequate time. 
We think of stem cell development, with this technology they are working on growing new body parts. We can see how this could also be a preparation for the coming age, perhaps GOD is enlightening man how he can repair himself if he has an accident. It could be that during the Kingdom Age mankind will learn so many things that in the ages of eternity, planet earth and its people will operate automatically and will not have to call on GOD for every minor emergency. We are sure that GOD will always be there to assist HIS human family if an emergency arises that they cannot handle. It could be that when man is perfect that they will not have accidents, these are things that we do not know at present.

Speaking of stem cells, about four days ago an announcement was made that using this method pork had been produced, it could be that in the Kingdom meat of various kinds could be produced, without the necessity of slaying animals, at this stage the process has not been perfected. On the other hand it could be that meat will not be eaten at all in the next age, the diet could be more like that enjoyed in the Garden of Eden by Adam and Eve, this is again something we do not really know.   
We know that there are differences of thought regarding when the 1000-year Kingdom will commences, some believe that it has already commenced. Why are there these differences of understanding? We would say, because previously it was not the due time for the date to be made known. It would have been no advantage for those who would not be living at the time of the establishment of the Kingdom to know the dates. But now the due time has come. Many of the younger and middle-aged generation will still be alive when the Kingdom commences in 2032/2033. Most brethren believe that the Kingdom will commence with the start of the 3rd Day, the 3rd 1000-year Day. This is correct, it is illustrated well in GOD’S Word. A key was needed to unlock the puzzle. That key has been there all along. Many scriptures have confirmed it, but it was quite impossible for anyone to see, no matter who they were, before GOD’S due time. We believe that Br. Russell faithfully fulfilled the commission given him by the Heavenly FATHER. As a special servant of the LORD he presented the brethren with the ‘meat in due season.’ The meat which was due for that time, not the meat due for the 21st century. 
GOD’S Time features comprise an interlocking pattern, which surely man cannot discern, unless it is given from Above.

As we said, the Millennium starts with the opening of the 3rd 1000-year Day. The key that has been hidden is that we start to count the Days from our Lord’s First Advent, from the start of His ministry to give us the date for the completion of the Church. We count from the time of His ascension into heaven to give us the date for the start of the Kingdom.
Since Br. Russell’s day several different dates have been suggested for the start of the Kingdom, as we now know, none were correct.  Would the dates presented now be any different? The dates given in the past lacked scriptural evidence to support them, or had only one thread of evidence.  GOD has placed many illustrations in the Scriptures to support them. If we had one or two threads only, it could be merely co-incidents. But surely, it would be impossible for all these many illustrations from the Scriptures all pointing to exactly the same dates to occur by mere chance?
The 6000 year from Creation end at 1872, The Millennium commencing at 6160 years from Creation. For quite some time we have been preparing an article entitled: ‘Building the Anti-typical Temple’. It brings out all the time features that by GOD’S Grace have been revealed. We have opened a web-page so that anyone who wished can read or download the article. It will be on the web page shortly, GOD Willing. The final proof reading is in process. The hope is that all may be able to accept the clear scriptures and thus it may bring harmony among the brethren regarding as to whether the Kingdom has started or is still future and thus end the division.
Now to go back to the Day of Preparation - what about earthquakes? Just a few days ago there has been a large and damaging earthquake in Haiti. Our Lord refers to earthquakes in divers places. We are told that in recent years there has been an increase in earthquake activity. Could this be a sign of the Day of Preparation? How could earthquakes be a sign of that? As we saw, the scripture says that in the Kingdom nothing will hurt or destroy, which would mean that there would be no earthquakes, active volcanoes or any such thing. These natural activities could be caused by a buildup of underground pressure. It could be that we need to have an increase of earthquake activities to dissipate the pressure before the Kingdom is established. Near the close of this age there is to be a great earthquake, the worst that has been since men have been on earth as we see by  Rev. 16-17-18,

“And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there

came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne,

saying, It is done.

And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was

a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth,

so mighty an earthquake, and so great.:

The question is: “are these literal or symbolic earthquakes?” Many understand them to picture revolutions, wars, upheaval of that kind. This could well be correct, but that does not rule out the possibility of them also having a literal application.

Another sign of the Day of Preparation is the desert blossoming as the rose. This will perhaps be mainly the work of the Millennial Age, but it has already started in Israel, Egypt and other places. So samples have been started, which will extend further. Israel has developed an improved method of desalinating water, which should assist in the irrigation work in the dry areas of the world. For quite some time now the USA has been experimenting in controlling the weather. Sometime back an announcement was made that the military expected to have the technique perfected by 2025. Many of the new inventions and developments have stemmed from research done by the military for war purposes.
What a blessing it would be, if rain could be induced to fall on the desert areas, could this be the means that GOD is going to use to fulfill HIS beautiful promises in Isaiah 35:1- 2,.
”The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and

the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

 It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing:

the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of

Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the

excellency of our God.”

Many of the deserts are very fertile, the soils have not been leached out of essential minerals and will flourish in abundance once they receive water.

A big news item at the present time is global warming. Could this also be a sign of the Day of Preparation? It seems undoubtedly true that there is warming, particularly in certain areas. There was a report quite some time back that they were now able to grow vegetables in some of the cold countries, further north than previously. A recent report states that the Antarctic ice is melting much faster than was expected. There is a controversy among scientists as to whether the warming is caused by man’s activities or purely a natural occurrence. A man was recently interviewed who pointed out that the world weather was at one time much colder than it is now. The river Themes in London used to freeze over in winter, which it does not do now.
He went on to say that since that time world average temperatures have increased 4 degrees, by purely natural means. He said that the predicted rise in future global temperatures is only an average of 2 degrees. He believes that this will not have the devastating effect that some have predicted. In some of the colder parts of the world they have practically no summer. Agriculture can be carried out only for a very short time and in other places not at all. So we can see what a blessing it will be to people living in these areas. So global warming could well be a preparation work for the Kingdom. If this is the case, man cannot stop the process. GOD’S purposes cannot be thwarted. We think especially of Antarctica, this is a huge continent, approximately the size of Australia, all under ice. If this was to melt, the continent could be the home for the many millions returning from the grave.
At the present time there is a great inequity between the nations. We have the affluent countries that have an abundance of everything, there citizens have more than sufficient to eat every day. Even in the poorer families it would surely be rare for anyone to go to bed hungry. We have just the opposite picture in what we term ‘third world countries.’ In many of these lands their people lack even the barest essentials necessary to sustain life. Many are dying just for the lack of nutrition. Recently we heard a commentator saying, ‘we must do more to address the imbalance, the richer nations must be prepared to sacrifice and accept a lower living standard in order to raise the living standard of the purer nations he said there must be a leveling out.’ That is most certainly what is going to happen. These conditions will no longer exist in the Kingdom Age, but we can see that this process is already underway. The Papacy is promoting it, together with the political leaders. This would also be one of the works of the Day of Preparation. We see that the developed countries are helping the underdeveloped countries sometimes with quite large sums of money, also with technical help, sending teams of advisers etc. to assist. This seems not to have been the case to the same extent in centuries past.
Also each country supports the UN who in turn assists the poorer nations with food etc. Not that we would agree with all their activities. Perhaps there is one thing above all others, that is, helping to raise the economies of the poorer nations and that is, the reduction in tariffs by the richer nations. We can see the dramatic effect it has had on a number of nations. China is an outstanding example, it has gone from one of the poorer nations now to have one of the fastest growing economies in the world. At one time, nearly everybody rode bicycles, because they could not afford cars. Cars are now being sold in the millions, as never before. The estimated prediction in car sales for the coming year is enormous. We have a very similar story with India and with other nations. This would have been impossible without tariff reductions. In the past there has been criticism of this move, as it has been detrimental to our manufacturing industry, but GOD’S Time-clock has struck.

It has been suggested that the UN and much of what is going on in the world is from Satan. This is not going to make a difference in the final result. This is GOD’S Day of Preparation. HE can use all agencies. Could we say, that during the Day of Preparation ‘all things work together’ to accomplish GOD’S purposes? 
We hear a lot today about globalization, this would link in with the leveling process. We are expecting a One World Government combined with a One World Church. Is that not exactly what GOD has promised for the Kingdom Age? The civil and ecclesiastical government that is formed during the Day of Preparation would be Satan’s counterfeit of GOD’S true Kingdom. The framework as it were is put into place, the people will become accustomed to being ruled over by one central authority, this could be a very harsh and oppressive regime
When the due time comes, GOD will simply take it over as we see in Rev. 11:15,

 “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in

heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the

kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever

and ever.”
In the coming age we believe that there will still be nations, but all under Christ’s supreme government, which will have absolute authority over all. Perhaps like the states of Australia, America or the European Union.
A clear signs of the Day of Preparation is the nation of Israel returning to their homeland and the colonial powers being broken up, freeing their colonies pictured by ‘the fig tree and all trees putting on leaves’. This suggests that GOD is preparing the nations for their independent role in the Kingdom, each with their own righteous government administered by Christ appointees, perhaps the Ancient Worthies as princes, leaders. 
We also see at the present time there is the work that is being done to clean up the planet and its waterways, to protect its forests and its endangered species, banning some of the most dangerous chemicals. These again are all signs of the preparation work.
We are not to think that everything is to be destroyed in Armageddon, this is brought in Hebrews 12:27-28,
”And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those

things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things

which cannot be shaken may remain.

Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us

have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence

and godly fear.”
The things that cannot be shaken will remain. Verse 28 says: “we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved”. That will apply also to those things that have been prepared for the Kingdom during this Day of Preparation. GOD is obviously not going to remove things that HE has prepared and are useful.

During this Day of Preparation by our Heavenly FATHER’S Grace and with the help and guidance of our Blessed Saviour may we complete the preparation work on ourselves that we may be counted worthy of the great privilege of assisting the earthly family up the highway of holiness.
