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GOD’S MOULDING WORK AND OURS

Chestnut Hill 201o

We have all been called in the one hope of our calling. At the present time it is a hope. We want to give some thoughts on how to run the race that is set before us in order to achieve that hope and receive the prize of the High Calling. Just what moulding is required?
Many Christians believe in the doctrine ‘once saved, always saved.’ They say: “all we have to do, is accept Jesus Christ as our Saviour; there is nothing more we have to do; we can sit back and relax, GOD will do it all for us and our future is assured in heaven.”
We find that the Apostle Paul did not think that way, let us look at 1 Cor. 9:24-27
 “Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth

the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.

And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all

things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an

incorruptible.

I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that

beateth the air:

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by

any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a

castaway”.

It is thought that Paul had the runners in the Olympic Games in mind. We are told that these runners concentrated their whole effort, time and labour in training. They gave up all other interests in an endeavour to be the winner. This would be the illustration that the Apostle Paul is putting before us. He had no thought that is was a foregone conclusion that we would receive the price. Paul says that even he could be a castaway, if he did labour to keep his body under. He would be referring to his old nature, his old man; Paul says that they all run, but only one receives the prize, he says to us: “so run, that ye may obtain,” he is clearly giving an illustration of our Christian race course. Is he suggesting that there will be many runners who will not receive the prize? What will their position be? We would suggest that they could be those, who by GOD’S Mercy would still have the privilege of being full time servants of GOD, serving HIM day and night in the Temple, referred to as ‘the great multitude’ mentioned in Revelation chapter 7. Again we have the words of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 3:10-14,

 “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the

fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his

death;

If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect:

but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am

apprehended of Christ Jesus.

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one

thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching

forth unto those things which are before,

I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in

Christ Jesus.”
Paul clearly shows that there was labour and effort ahead of us, if we wanted to be a winner.

He did not think that he had already attained, he says:

If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

Paul is referring to the first resurrection, the word means “out resurrection” not the general resurrection, but the resurrection of some out of the dead, namely the Little Flock.
This is where molding work is required. We are all imperfect, we all come short of the high standard that our Heavenly FATHER requires of us; therefore there must be a molding work in process on our part. It is only if we apply ourselves diligently to the task, that we will be successful. It will not be by our own efforts alone, because we have our Saviour working with us, we share His yoke. Let us look at Matt. 11:28-30,
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give

you rest.

 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly

in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”.

Vine’s Greek Dictionary gives several meanings for ‘yoke’ quoting as follows: “a yoke, serving to couple two things together, is used (1) metaphorically, (a) of submission to authority, Matt. 11:29,30, of Christ’s yoke, not simply imparted by Him but shared with Him;” Is not that a lovely thought? Our precious Saviour is yoked together with each of us, He is assisting us to pull the load, He is sharing our burdens, our trials, difficulties and heartaches. He does not take them away, because these experiences are required, they assist in the molding of our character, if they are received in the right way. Even Christ was perfected in the things He suffered and we must share His suffering, let us turn to Hebrews 2:10,
“For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all

things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of

their salvation perfect through sufferings”.
Another passage speaking of the suffering of Christ is Hebrews 5:7-9
 “Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and

supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to

save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;

Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things

which he suffered;

 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation

unto all them that obey him;.

We have been called with a Heavenly Calling, we have each responded to that call, so we have been chosen by GOD. The scripture says: “many are called, but few are chosen.” We are part of that few. The Greek word translated chosen is ‘eklektos’ and is also translated ‘elect’ e.g. Col. 3:12,
 “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of

mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;”

This verse shows us many of the beautiful and desirable attributes that we all long to develop further, as the verse says, these are fruits we put on because we are the elect of GOD; this we will do with our Saviour’s help.
So we have already been called and chosen or elected, but we still have to make our calling and election sure. Election here is from a different Greek word, but it would convey much the same thought. To make our calling sure should be the main objective in our life; that is what our Heavenly FATHER wants for us. HE is the ONE that has drawn us, or called us and also chosen us. HE is also labouring within us so that we might be successful in growing into HIS Character-likeness. 
HE is our FATHER in a very real sense in that HE has begotten us as we see in 1 Pet.1:3-4,

 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which

according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a

lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,                                                                    To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not

away, reserved in heaven for you’
and again 1John 5:1
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ has been begotten by God: and

whoever loves the Father  begot loves the child whom he begets.”    Jerusalem Bible
We have heard the expression ‘like father like son.’ That is what our molding work must achieve, as our Master said in Matt.5:48,
 “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your                                                                                                                 Father which is in heaven is perfect”
That sounds like an impossible goal, Jesus did not simply say: “you must be perfect” surely, even that would be a difficult task, but He adds: “even as your FATHER is perfect.” That would be the highest form of perfection possible. How can we, members of the fallen race aspire to such heights? Would our Master ask for something that was totally impossible? We would suggest that perfection would be the end-result, when we awake on Resurrection-morn, we will be in the image of the ONE, Who has begotten us, our Loving Heavenly FATHER. We will be perfect just as HE is perfect.
But what about here and now in this life? Do not our Master’s Words have an application now? Surely they do. We must develop that perfection during the years of our earthly pilgrimage so far as our intention and desires are concerned. We must develop the right heart condition. Like our Saviour we must love righteousness and hate iniquity. We cannot achieve absolute perfection while in this body of flesh. But it is only if we achieve the right heart condition, perfection of intent and desire in this life that we will be granted absolute perfection in the next age; we must desire above all else, to be like our dear Saviour and our Gracious Heavenly FATHER.

We entitled this address ‘GOD’S molding work and ours’ because we wanted to bring out the understanding that it must be a joint effort, or could we say, a three-way effort? We are harnessed in the same yoke with our Master, He is pulling with us. If we stop pulling, will He still pull? We would think not. The understanding that it must be a joint effort is brought out very clearly in Philippians 2:12-13,
“Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed not as in my

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your

own salvation with fear and trembling.

 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his, 

good pleasure.

GOD does not work out our salvation for us, we must work out our own salvation and as long as we are doing it earnestly, to the best of our ability, our Heavenly FATHER will continue working in us. In many places throughout the New Testament we are admonished to labour fervently in order to receive the wonderful prize of the High Calling. There is no suggestion that it is going to be given to us without any effort on our part, for example 2 Peter 1:2-11, 

“Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of

God, and of Jesus our Lord,

According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that

pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that

hath called us to glory and virtue:

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises:

that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having

escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to

virtue knowledge;

And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to

patience godliness;

And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness

charity.

For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye

shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord

Jesus Christ.

But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off,

and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling

and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall 

never fall:

 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the

everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Verse 4 shows us just how exceedingly great and precious the promises are, that we are to receive the same nature that GOD possesses, the Divine nature, Immortality. The verses that follow show us just what is required to enable us to receive these precious promises: verse 5 says: “give all diligence.” It is not something that is given to us ‘on a platter’ as it were. Verse 10 repeats this admonition again, we are told to: “give diligence to make your calling and election sure.” We do not develop all these lovely attributes in full measure all at once, they are gradually developed over the life-time of our Christian pilgrimage, it is a slow moulding work and we must be pliable clay in the Master POTTER’S Hands, labouring in harmony with HIS Will. 
 We spoke  about few being chosen, our Lord Jesus gives a similar thought in Matt. 7:13- 14,
 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the

way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in

thereat:

 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth

unto life, and few there be that find it.”
For those who have not been enlightened to see the full beauty of the Plan of GOD these believe that only the few who travel on the narrow way will be saved. Compared to Earth’s billions there is but a very few saved during the Gospel Age, all the rest are on the ‘broad way’, they all die in the lost condition, because they have not come under the provision of the Ransom, but by the Grace of GOD there is another way that will be opened up for these in the next age, the Highway of Holiness. As Paul says: “GOD is a Saviour of all men…” 1Tim.4:10, 
“For therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust

in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, specially of those

that believe”.

It is GOD’S wonderful Divine Plan giving the opportunity of Salvation to the whole human family that really shows that HE is just what the Bible says; HE is a GOD of Love. When the world learns of this precious truth in the next age, they will honour and praise their CREATOR. 
The disciples were also wondering if only a few would be saved, therefore they asked the Lord Jesus  the question: “are there few saved?” Luke 13:23-25,
“Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? And he

said unto them,

Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will

seek to enter in, and shall not be able.

When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the

door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door,

saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto

you, I know you not whence ye are”:

He does not answer the question here, but we have an interesting passage which throws some more light on the subject in Matt. 10:23-26,
 “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich

man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.

 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the

eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of

God.

 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying,

Who then can be saved?

But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is

impossible; but with God all things are possible.

When the disciples heard this, they would have thought, surely if that’s the case, not many could be saved.
Our Lord was speaking about entering into the Kingdom which is the High Calling. That was the only calling available at that time and for the whole of the Gospel Age, as John the Baptist and Jesus both said: “the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The disciples would not have understood at that time about the Heavenly Salvation, they were looking for the earthly kingdom to be restored to Israel. Our Master’s reply is interesting, He says: “with GOD all things are possible” He knew the Plan of GOD, He knew that only very few would be saved with the Heavenly Calling. But He also knew that the time would come when all would be invited to partake of the water of life freely. When He said that with GOD all things are possible, He would seem to have the future earthly hope in mind.
We have a nice picture of the 144 000 overcomers standing on Mount Zion with the Lamb, found in Rev. 14:1-5,
“And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with

him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father’s name

written in their foreheads.

And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and

as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers

harping with their harps:

And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before

the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song

but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed

from the earth.

 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are

virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he

goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits

unto God and to the Lamb.

And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault

before the throne of God.

Here we are shown the Church in glory, those who have already made their calling and election sure. 
So here we are shown some of the attributes we must develop in order to be one of those standing on Mount Zion with the Lamb. There must be no guile in our mouth. Young’s Concordance gives the meaning as ‘bait’ or ‘guile’; the word is also rendered in other places as ‘deceit’ or ‘subtlety’. We find so much of that in the world today; it is so often hard to be sure, if we are told the truth or not. With our brethren it would be quite different, there would be no question of any deceit or falsehood, we could have complete trust; there should be no exaggeration even to make something sound more spectacular, not even what the world terms ‘white lies.’ 
The KJV says that they have their FATHER’S Name written in their foreheads. Nearly all other translations include ‘the Name of the Lamb’ as well. A name is often used in the Scriptures to denote the character, honour or position of a person. Our Lord Jesus was given a Name that is above every name, just as in the world we speak of someone as having a good name or a bad name. These 144 000 have put on the Christ-likeness, they are now actually perfect in the image of the Heavenly FATHER and HIS only-begotten Son.
They follow the Lamb withersoever He goeth, they follow the Lamb at all times and in all conditions. You could say, not just in the smooth and easy way, but also in the rough and rugged terrain, where the going is difficult. These are virgins, not defiled with women, meaning that they have not been defiled by the impure doctrines of the false churches or organizations or earthly leaders. These are all lessons for us; we must be followers of Christ only. We make full use of all the helps that have been provided for us, but we must recognize that only the Sacred Scriptures are inspired; only the Word of GOD contains all Truth. With all other writings or sayings we must heed the advice of the Apostle Paul and prove all things. We must reject those things which do not have scriptural support.
Enter : ‘make sure of all things…hold fast to what is…1 Thess. 5:21
In our molding of Christian development it is important that we eliminate pride. The attitude that we should develop is brought out so clearly in the well-known hymn; “O! To be nothing, nothing, only to lie at His feet, a broken and emptied vessel, for the Master’s use made meet.” A brother once commented: “when I first came into the truth and heard this hymn sung, I did not like it at all, I did not want to be nothing, I wanted to be somebody.” He would have learned as time went by, that that was the example of Satan, not of Christ. Christ was meek and lowly of heart. It was Satan that wanted to be somebody and he has not changed and does not change, even at the end of the 1000 years.

As we know, sin is to be eliminated from our lives. In this regard we find an interesting verse in 1 John 3:9, 
“No one who has been begotten by God sins:
 because God’s seed remains inside him,
 he cannot sin when he has been begotten by God.”    Jerusalem Bible

This verse appears to be out of harmony with many other verses that say the opposite, for example 1 John 1:8-10.
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is

not in us.

 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word

is not in us’.

Here we have the words of the same writer, the Apostle John saying that we do have sin. How do we understand this? Other translations render 1 John 3:9 in various ways, e.g. some say: “does not continue to sin”, another says: “does not make a practice of sinning”. We would look upon these merely as suggestions from the translators, because as far as we know, these words are not in the original texts. What they say is of course quite correct, we do not continue to sin, we do not make a practice of sin. This verse is generally understood as referring to the new creature that does not sin, our new spirit-begotten nature, the new man. This verse actually gives us the reason why we do not sin, 
it says, because GOD’S seed remains in them. It seems clearly to be speaking of the newly begotten creature. The understanding of being begotten of GOD is brought out nicely in 1 Peter 1:23,  
“being begotten again, not out of seed corruptible,
 but incorruptible, through a word of

God--living and remaining--to the age;”    Young’s Literal Translation
Before closing, let us look at a few very nice passages, which give us strong assurance; firstly John 10:26-31,    

“But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto

you.
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,

neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is

able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.

I and my Father are one”.

We are shown here that it is only those that GOD has drawn and given to Jesus that are able to believe the Truth, those that are His sheep, no man can pluck these sheep out of His hands or His FATHER’S Hand. Such a thing would be an impossibility, because as our Lord says: “His FATHER is Greater than all”, so HE will not allow such a thing to happen, HE is Greater than all, HE has the Power and Authority to prevent it; these are HIS chosen ones, HE will not allow any outside influence to effect their spiritual development – but, we can take ourselves out of HIS Hand. GOD does not take away our free will; HE does not force anyone to remain on the narrow way against their will. HE only wants those who fully appreciate the great privilege that has been conferred upon them, those who at heart like their Master, delight to do HIS Will.
Now to Romans 8:31-39,

“What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can

be against us?

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,

how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that

justifieth.

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is

risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh

intercession for us.

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or

sword?

As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are

accounted as sheep for the slaughter.

Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him

that loved us.

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor

principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to

separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”.

What a beautiful passage, what a strong passage, what positive assurance we have here: “if GOD be for us, who can be against us?” After all, GOD is Supreme, none can challenge HIS Will. All these great promises are ours, just as long as we fulfill our part of the agreement or covenant that we have entered into with our Heavenly FATHER. When we commence our Christian journey along on the narrow way, we made a full consecration of our lives to do HIS Will; we sacrifice our own will and worldly ambitions. This is the sacrificial covenant we make, as brought out in Psalms 50:5, 

“Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a

covenant with me by sacrifice.”

We are given some of the details of how we are to carry out our sacrificial covenant in Romans 12:1-2,
 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,

which is your reasonable service.

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and

acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
The operative word here is ‘a living sacrifice’ in contrast to the sacrifices offered by fleshly Israel which were dead sacrifices, dead animal sacrifices. We are given an example of presenting our body a living sacrifice in 1 John 3:16,
 “Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and

*we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives.”    Darby translation
This lovely passage in Romans chapter 8 shows us that as far as GOD is concerned the promises are absolutely certain. Both our Heavenly FATHER and HIS dear Son are working within us. Above all else they want us to be successful; they are doing everything possible to assist us to achieve our goal. On our part we must labour with GOD, in harmony with HIS will as we are shown in 1 Cor. 3:7-9,  
”So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that

watereth; but God that giveth the increase.

 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man

shall receive his own reward according to his own labor.

 For we are laborers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye

are God’s building.”
We find a nice passage along the same lines in John 14:23,
 “Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep

my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto

him, and make our abode with him.”
We see that there are conditions attached, ‘loving Jesus’ and ‘keeping His words,’ that is, His teachings and His commands.
It is very important that we never base our understanding or make a doctrine on just one particular passage of Scripture, because we are given a little here and a little there; so we must modify one scripture by another scripture, for example, Hebrews 4:!, 
“ Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into

his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it”.
And Rev.3:11

:”Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man

take thy crown.”
At the beginning of our consecration we each have a crown reserved for us in Heaven and no man can take our crown, unless we allow him to do so. We allow him to take it, by proving unworthy of it ourselves. The thought is, that GOD allocates our crown to another man. In this sense  another man takes the crown that was reserved for us.
My prayer for each and every one of you, and for my self is found in Ephesians 3:16-21,

 “ That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be

strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;

3:17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted

and grounded in love,

3:18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and

length, and depth, and height;

3:19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye

might be filled with all the fulness of God.

3:20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all

that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

3:21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all

ages, world without end. Amen”.
