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ELIJAH SHALL COME FIRST

MELBOURNE CONVENTION 2005-2006

The KJV which will be used throughout the address except where specified renders the name Elijah in the Old Testament, however uses the Greek form Elias in the New Testament. We will be using the name Elijah throughout to make it easier to follow.
Elijah was a prophet in Israel during the days of the wicked King Ahab and the wicked Queen Jezebel, who ruled over the ten tribe Kingdom of Israel. We understand these two characters are an illustration, representing the union of Church and State in the past and also in the future; Ahab representing the civil authorities, under the control of Jezebel representing the false Church. 

We see from the Scriptures that Elijah spent much time contending with these figures and fleeing from them. Just as it was with the true Church during Papacy’s 1260 year reign of power, and we expect it will be again during their ‘one hour of power’; but this is a separate picture and not one that we are going to look at today. We are considering the final judgment-message of the Elijah-class just before the end of the age which could be the same time when the anti-typical Ahab and Jezebel have their final fulfillment for a short period before going into destruction. This is just something to keep in mind. 

We are not going to speak on the literal Prophet Elijah of old, but our study today will be on the Elijah he foreshadows. We find the account in Mal. 4:5-6,

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the LORD:
And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the
heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth
with a curse”.
Many addresses have been given over the years on the subject of Elijah, but there still seems to be some aspects that are not completely clear; who exactly is the Elijah that is to come? The general understanding is that it is the Church, is that right or do we need to modify our view on the subject? Also, will Elijah be successful in his mission? The thought has been expressed that he will not succeed; therefore GOD will smite the earth with a curse. Does this line up with what the Scriptures say? Would GOD send Elijah, if it was known in advance that his mission was going to fail? Let us look into these questions.

PREACHING THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL
 We have a Revelation passage that links in well with the Malachi proclamation. Let us turn to Rev. 14:6-7,

“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters”.

We are suggesting that this is a similar message to that presented by Elijah, only filling us in on a little more detail of what GOD requires from HIS earthly family. This would not be a message to the Church; there would be no need to tell them to give glory to GOD, they are already serving HIM and carrying out HIS Will to the best of their ability. We would understand this to be a message that is going out to the world, to them that dwell on the earth, those whose permanent home is to be the earth, as the passage says: every nation and kindred and tongue and people. We have here a very comprehensive statement; we note the time-setting, it says: “the hour of HIS Judgment is come”, this would be equivalent to the “great and dreadful day of the LORD” in our Malachi passage.

Would this not point to a great preaching-work for all the called ones to the whole human family at that future day, a call to repentance, a testing process upon the entire world. 

THE GOSPEL PREACHED IN ALL THE WORLD FOR A WITNESS
 How beautifully this links in with our Lord’s great prophecy in Matt. 24, looking at verses 11-14,
“And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.
And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.
But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”
We perhaps tend to think of this prophecy as being more or less already fulfilled. It seems more likely, that it is referring to this final judgment message immediately before the  end of the age. The end has not come as yet, indicating that the prophecy has not been fulfilled. There are two Greek words meaning ‘end,’ one means ‘a period of time leading up to the final end’, the other has the meaning of ‘the complete end’, the word here means ‘the complete end’. This is not a preaching work for the purpose of making disciples, it is not connected with the High Calling, it is just for a witness to all nations.

 So, the time-setting is the same as in Rev. chapter 14 and Mal. 4:5-6, they are both covering the final days of this age, the final days of Satan’s rule, before he is bound and Christ’s Kingdom takes over the affairs of this earth.
 It is to give mankind an opportunity to hear, turn around and amend their ways, before that dreadful Day comes. . 

If we just think about it, surely, it is very reasonable and logical, in past ages, has not GOD always given a warning, before HIS impending judgments were to fall upon Israel on various occasions? We also think of HIS warning to Nineveh. We would understand their repentance to beautifully illustrate what will take place mainly during the 1000 year Kingdom reign, but with the work initially commencing at the end of this age, just shortly before Armageddon.

Let us look at Jonah Chapter 3

And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time,
saying,
Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the
preaching that I bid thee.
So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of
the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three
days’ journey.
And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey, and he
cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and
put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of
them.
For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his
throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with
sackcloth, and sat in ashes.
And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh

by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man
nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor
drink water:
But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily
unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from
the violence that is in their hands.
Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his
fierce anger, that we perish not?
And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and
God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto
them; and he did it not.
 So, if GOD gave warnings in the past, we could expect that HE would do the same regarding the whole human race, just shortly before the final great time of trouble, and that there will be given an opportunity for them to repent and give glory to GOD.
It would seem that this same time period is referred to in Revelation 3:10,

“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep
thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.”
Again, this is a test that is to come upon all the world; it is not to try the Church, they are to be kept from it.

 Each of these passages would cover the same period of time, we need to look at all of them to see the complete picture, as each fills us in with additional details. When Elijah’s message of Mal. 4:5-6 is finished, the ‘dreadful Day of the LORD’ comes. When the angel’s message of Revelation 14:6-7 is completed, the ‘hour of HIS Judgment’ comes. When the preaching of Matt.24:14 to all nations for a witness is finished, the end comes. No further messages to go out until after Armageddon. We would suggest that the time-setting for these passages would be just after the work of making disciples is finished, with the last members of the Church still in the flesh.

A GENERAL CALL TO REPENTANCE DURING THE GOSPEL AGE
Let us turn to Acts 17:30-31,

“And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men every where to repent:                                                                                             Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;
 whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised
him from the dead.”

The Gospel Age is the time for the selection of Christ’s Bride, the time of the High Calling; but we see from this passage, that there was also a general call to repentance. Paul uses quite strong words in addressing the assembled audience in the Greek capital (Acts 17:21), he says that repentance is a commandment from GOD. He also gives the reason for the call to repentance, he says, it is because there is a Judgment Day coming, (speaking of the coming 1000 year Judgment Day).For all those who obeyed this command and developed a righteous character, it would be a very great advantage to them, even if they did not run in the race for the prize of the High Calling. In the Kingdom Age these would have an easier time than the others, they would have a head-start as it were. Just as the call by the Apostle Paul was, to be ready because this Judgment Day was coming, likewise it is with the call by Elijah-class, this is the final call on the eve of that Day.

 We all understand very well that the main purpose of the Gospel Age is the calling out of the Church, but perhaps we do not see so well that there is also a general call to repentance; a call that also commenced with the start of the Gospel Age, as the Apostle Paul shows. We think of our Master’s statement in Luke 5:32,

“I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

There is a distinction between the call to repentance and the High Calling. We would just like to quote from Volume 6 page 87,

“But we are to recognize a great

difference between calling men to repentance and calling

them to the high calling of the divine nature and joint-heirship

with Christ”      end of quote.
JOHN THE BAPTIST, THE ANTI-TYPICAL ELIJAH
John the Baptist was the first fulfilment of the Elijah–type. Let us look at Matt. 17:10-13,
 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that
Elijah must first come?
And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elijah truly shall first come, and restore all things..

 But I say unto you, That Elijah has come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them.

Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the
Baptist.
verse 12 says: “…is come already…”, whereas in verse 11 our Lord says: “…shall come…” denoting something that was to take place in the future, referring to the end of the Gospel Age.
Jesus is linking in the 2 separate comings of Elijah, verse 12 refers to the coming at the end of the Jewish Age, fulfilled by John the Baptist who is to prepare the way of the Lord at His 1st Advent and to call the people of the nation of Israel to repentance. We find the angel’s message regarding John the Baptist in Luke 1:13-17,

“But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is

heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt

call his name John.

And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his

birth.

For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither

wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost,

even from his mother’s womb.

And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their

God.

And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn

the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the

wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord”.
The people at that time were in expectation of the coming of Elijah.  As we see by Matt. 16:13-14,

“When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his

disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?

16:14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elijah;

and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets”.
Some thought that John the Baptist was Elijah as we see by John 1:21-23,

“And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elijah? And he saith, I am

not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No.

Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an

answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself?

He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make

straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.”

John the Baptist would have been a very distinctive figure, his manner of dress would have caused him to stand out from all others, and he wore much the same apparel as the Prophet Elijah; as we see by  Matt.3:4,
“And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair,
 and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his
 meat was locusts and wild honey.”
Then comparing it with 2Kings 1:8,
“And they answered him, He was an hairy man,
 and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins. 
And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite.”
Let us look at Zech. 13:4, 
“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the prophets
 shall be ashamed every one of his vision, when he hath 
prophesied; neither shall they wear a rough garment to deceive:”
We see that prophets wore a special type of rough garment
 Jesus said that he was the prophet Elijah, when John was asked, he said that he was not. There is no contradiction here, our Lord was saying that he fulfilled the Elijah-type; whereas John was asked: “are you the actual Elijah?” They thought, that he was Elijah restored to life by a resurrection; so he truthfully answered: “I am not.”

He tells them that he was fulfilling that which was spoken by the Prophet Isaiah, we find the account in Isaiah 40:3-5,   

“The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way

of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be

made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough

places plain:

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall

see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.”
We recognise that John the Baptist was but the first fulfilment of this passage, and that its main fulfilment is still before us and is shortly to take place. The passage speaks of the great levelling-out process that is to take place in society and between nations. We can see that measures are already being put in place that will assist in bringing this about. We think of the lifting of tariff barriers. The point that we want to make is that this is to commence at the end of this Age; as part of the work of the ‘Day of Preparation’ for the Kingdom, GOD’s global Government, a work that will be fully completed in the coming age.  

 If we look at the work of John the Baptist, it helps us to see the work of Elijah at the end of the Gospel Age. Just as John the Baptist at the end of the Jewish Age was calling the people to repentance and preparing the Way of the Lord, just so we would expect it to be at the end of the Gospel Age, again a calling to repentance and preparing the Way for the Lord, ready for when He comes to sit upon the Throne of His glory and commences His 1000 year Kingdom Reign. 

We are now living in the ‘Day of Preparation’ and the work of Elijah is part of that preparation-work. The scriptures show that John the Baptist was successful in what was expected of him. GOD foreknew, that there would only be a small number that would be of suitable material. Just so at the end of the Gospel Age; we would not expect a large number to be responsive. Luke 1:16-17 really shows clearly the work at the end of both Ages. Let us read these two verses again.

And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their

God.

And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn

the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the

wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord”.
 We think of John the Baptist’s reply to the peoples’ questions, as we read in Luke 3:10-14,  
“And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then?
He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him
impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do
likewise.
Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him,
Master, what shall we do?
And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed
you.
And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall
we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither
accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.”
This is all part of the general call to repentance and righteousness, and shows the kind of character, ready to show mercy and goodness that all must eventually develop, if they wish to obtain eternal life on any plane of existence.

In the pattern we see John the Baptist commencing his preaching just 6 months before our Lord’s ministry, likewise we would expect the main preaching of the Elijah-class to take place at the end of the Gospel Age, just a short time before ‘the 4 winds’ of Rev. 7:1-3 are released; the 4 winds of trouble that will bring an end to this present unrighteous arrangement, that the Apostle Peter describes as ‘this present evil world’.
THE ANTI-TYPICAL SMITING OF THE JORDAN.

 Let us now turn to 2 Kings 2:8,

“And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground”. 

There has been much discussion over the years in Bible Student circles regarding the anti-typical smiting of the Jordan, when will it take place, or has it already taken place? Most seem to agree that it points to a future and final universal proclamation, right at the close of this age, just before Armageddon.  

We would like to quote in part on the subject, from the February 1916 Reprints page 5846  
“…Furthermore, Jordan means testing, or judging down.
Now who or what would be judged in the antitype?
WHAT ELIJAH'S MANTLE MAY SIGNIFY
We answer, we believe that the peoples of earth, the
public in general, are to be judged by the Truth. The

peoples are represented by waters. It would seem that
in some way the people are to be judged and tested; and
that a division of public sentiment is to be caused, in connection
with the Truth. Waters are to be separated
from waters, people from people, the Truth being received
by some and rejected by others. Elijah wrapped
his mantle together and smote the waters; and they were
divided. Elijah's mantle was the outward indication, or
sign, of God's power with him, and represented God's
power and blessing with the Church. The mantle was in
Elijah's hand when he smote the waters with it. So
the Church, it would seem, will use what is in their hand,
the power and authority of the Truth, the power of God,
in smiting the waters--peoples….”    End of quote. 

These passages that we have been looking at all seem to refer to this final message that is to go out. 
ELIJAH WILL SUCEED IN HIS MISSION

The comment has been made, that Elijah will not be successful in his preaching. If this is the case, how would we understand the very definite statement in Mal. 4:6 that Elijah shall accomplish his purpose in changing the hearts of the people? Every translation we have seen, without exception, make this statement, using the word ‘shall’ or ‘will’. Let us look at the Contemporary English Version of Malachi 4:5-6,  
“I, the Lord, promise to send the prophet Elijah before that great and terrible day comes. He will lead children and parents to love each other more, so that when I come, I won’t bring doom to the land”
 Contemporary English Version 

We find a very different rendering in the Septuagint translation, they say “great and glorious day” instead  of  the “great and dreadful or terrible day.” This of course is also true, if we look beyond the dreadful day, we see the great and glorious Day that is coming. Why have they rendered the word so differently? We see by the excerpt from Strong’s Concordance that the Hebrew word is “yare” and also has the meaning of “revere or reverence” 

{3372} arey; — yare', yaw-ray'; a primitive root; to fear; morally, to

revere; caus. to frighten: — affright, be (make) afraid, dread(-ful),

(put in) fear(-ful, -fully, -ing), (be had in) reverence(-end), X see,

terrible (act, -ness, thing).   (from Strong’s Concordance)
They no doubt have concluded that something referential would be glorious. But the context would leave us in no doubt, that the usual rendering of ‘dreadful day’ would be correct.

“And, behold, I will send to you Elijah the Thesbite, before the great and glorious day of the Lord
comes;
who shall turn again the heart of the father to the son, and the heart of a man to his neighbour, lest I
come and smite the earth grievously”.   Septuagint
Each of these renderings make a very positive statement: they do not say, that it is what he wishes, what he desires or what he endeavours to do, no, it is something he shall do. 

These are the Inspired Words of our Almighty GOD, HE is Supreme in Might and Power, so that HE can accomplish all that HE has promised, not one jot or tittle will fail.

 So there should be no doubt in our mind, and as we saw, our Lord confirms this statement made in Malachi with equally strong and positive language. Let us just look at His words again in Matt. 17: 10-11,

“And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that
Elijah must first come?
And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elijah truly shall first come,
and restore all things”.
Our Master enlarges on the Malachi passage; He tells us, that Elijah shall restore all things. It is obvious that all this cannot be accomplished in just a brief period before the great tribulation comes. As we well know, frequently one verse of Scripture can take a lengthy period of time for its fulfillment, sometimes an entire age. We are suggesting that is the case here, the Elijah-class initially commences their proclamation at the end of the Gospel Age. Just a short time before the great time of trouble starts and by GOD’s Power and Blessing a strong message goes out to the whole world, to every nation, kindred and tongue.

 This is GOD’s final warning to all mankind, before the releasing of the 4 winds in their full fury. We would expect the great and worldwide work that is to be carried out at that time to have some success and it will create a division of the waters, that is, a division of the people. Some will accept the message and act upon it. We do not know exactly how successful it will be at that time, but the main fulfillment will be in the Kingdom Age. We would think that this would be the way that we are to understand the passage, the Elijah-class commences their work at the end of this age, then following Armageddon, the work continues on throughout the Millennium. That understanding is really made very clear by our Lord’s words when He says, that Elijah will restore all things; He would have had the Malachi passage in mind, He would not have been speaking about something different. How well this harmonizes with Acts 3:21. In this verse some translations say: ‘universal restoration’, the KJV readers know it better by the word ‘restitution’ but the word also has the meaning of restoration. This word expresses well just what it is that will be accomplished. Let us read verses 20-21, from the New Revised Standard Version,

“so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus,  who must remain in heaven until the time of universal restoration that God announced long ago through his holy prophets.”
The restoration of all things, just as the Lord Jesus said; ‘Elijah will indeed restore all things’. The most important things that are to be restored would be those things which our first parent Adam originally possessed, for example, eternal life in all its full perfection and glory, a life with no weaknesses, frailties or illnesses, a life that we have never experienced, nor has any of the human family who are living today. It has generally been understood, that the work of Elijah, as depicted in Malachi is referring only to the period prior to the great and dreadful Day of the LORD. The verses certainly give that impression; though it does not say this. The passage is simply telling us, that this is when Elijah is going to come and commences the restoring work; he is not going away again, until that work is fully accomplished and all the willing of mankind have been restored. The works that the Elijah-class have been doing on this side of the Vail, will continue on when they get to the other side of the Vail; just as we see in Revelation 14:13,

“And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed

are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the

Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do

follow them.”
We mentioned at the start of our lesson that the general understanding is, that the anti-typical Elijah is the Church. We posed the question should we modify this understanding? Our answer is most differently. The Elijah that is to come, is the complete Christ Head and Body, the Lord Jesus and His Church. Our Master’s words in Matt.17:11 that Elijah is to restore all things, show us clearly, that Jesus Himself is included; He is the Head of the coming Kingdom. The Church is most certainly not going to restore all things on their own without their Lord and Master.

Many Christians expect the literal Elijah to come, just like many of the Jews were expecting at our Lord’s 1st Advent. It is very clear that it is not the literal Elijah that is meant. The literal Elijah is not the one that is to restore all things. That is the work of the Lord Jesus, assisted by the Church in glory; of course the actual Elijah will be there, he will be one of those we term ‘Ancient Worthies’ who will be Princes in all the earth, but our passage is not speaking of that. 
WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS FINAL JUDGING WORK

We have seen from the Scriptures that before the foretold destructive great time of tribulation bursts upon the whole world, that a final proclamation and warning will go forth, a call to repentance and the good news of the imminent Kingdom of GOD. This will produce a division among the people; there will be a sifting and a testing process. Some will have ‘ears to hear’ and will profit from this final warning of this age; whereas others will not. What is the purpose of this separating-work? Why would there be a testing of the people, prior to the start of the great 1000 year Judgment Day? What would be the position of those who heed this final warning, repent, change their ways and give honour and glory to GOD? We are given very little information  in the Scriptures in answer to these question, but we will give some thoughts and suggestions. We do find a partial answer in Zeph. 2:3, let us read verses 1-3,

“Gather yourselves together, yea, gather together, O nation not desired;  Before the decree bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before the fierce anger of the LORD come upon you, before the day of the LORD’S anger come upon you. Seek ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD’S anger.” 
These verses would seem to have an initial application to fleshly Israel, but they would also apply to the whole world. The warning goes out to all nations, kindred and tongues. It is to come upon all the world to try them, that dwell upon the earth, as the verse says, “all ye meek of the earth” This passage in Zephaniah is not applicable to the Church, they are not to be hid in the Day of the LORD’s anger, they are not going to live through to the next age as theirs is a heavenly hope, they must all die before they can receive their new spirit nature.   
MILLIONS NOW LIVING WILL NEVER DIE

Those of us, who are old enough, will remember back in the 1930’s a certain organization was making a proclamation: ‘Millions now living will never die!’ Like many Bible Students, they thought that we were further down the stream of time than actually was the case. A further 70 or so years have now elapsed since then. Could that proclamation now be true for the younger to middle-age generation, for those that GOD will hide in the Day of HIS anger? So then, could we say, that Zephania 2:3 gives us the answer as to what will happen to those that heed the coming warning, repent and obey the Supreme CREATOR and give HIM glory and honour? It could be that they will not die in the great tribulation, but will live on into the new age.

These will form the nucleus at the start of the 1000 year Reign. If this is correct, we can see the great Wisdom of our Heavenly FATHER in this arrangement; the Kingdom will start off with a righteous society, composed of those who love their CREATOR and give HIM the honour and glory. These will take pleasure and delight in doing HIS Will, they will be only to willing to assist in the mighty Restoration-work of the coming age and help those that are awakened from the sleep of death, to develop a righteous character, similar to themselves.

 Those that are brought back from the grave will return to a very different world from the one that they left. In today’s society, those who desire to live righteous, GOD-fearing lives and be pleasing to their CREATOR are in the minority. These are battling against the current. In the next age it will be just the opposite; it will be the unrighteous that are in the minority. As these endeavor to reform, they will not have to fight against the current as in the present age. It is always much easier to go with the current. When the dead are brought back again, there will be a great variation in the character of each one. These will range from the average type of person with certain righteous inclinations, then there will be those not so good, and some who are very evil. They will all be brought back to a world that is predominantly righteous, which will make their development so much easier. 

This is not all spelt out in the Scriptures, but it would be our suggestion, as to why there is to be a judging and sifting work at the end of this age, namely,  to prepare a righteous class to be carried over to the next age. Some of these could have fully passed all their testing and trying and would form a class equivalent to the Ancient Worthies. It has been suggested by others that there will be this class at the end of the age, they have been termed ‘Modern Worthies’.

Mal. 4:6 says “…lest I come and smite the earth with a curse” this is very clearly suggesting that, if Elijah is successful, then GOD will not smite the earth with a curse. As we mentioned before, it has been thought that Elijah will not be successful; therefore GOD will smite the earth with a curse. We believe that Elijah will be successful, so GOD will not smite the earth with a curse. As we said, prior to the close of this age, he will be only partially successful. In this connection we think of Abraham pleading with the LORD regarding the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.We find the account  in Gen 18:24-32,
“Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also
destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are
therein?  
That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous
with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as the wicked,
that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?
And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the
city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.
And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon
me to speak unto the LORD, which am but dust and ashes:
Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou
destroy all the city for lack of five? And he said, If I find there
forty and five, I will not destroy it.
And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there
shall be forty found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty’s
sake.
And he said unto him, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and I will

speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. And he said, I
will not do it, if I find thirty there.
And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto the
LORD: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. And he
said, I will not destroy it for twenty’s sake.
And he said, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and I will speak yet
but this once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. And he said, I
will not destroy it for ten’s sake”.
After the High Calling ends, there could well be quite a large number of righteous people in the world, righteous in a comparative sense. We know that the Scriptures say that there is none righteous, yet we have other scriptures that speak of righteous men, these are not righteous in an absolute sense, but are righteous compared to their fellowmen. So the understanding of this passage would be, because of those that the Elijah-class converts, GOD will not bring the curse on the world. What is the curse? It has been thought, that the term is synonymous with the great tribulation that is coming. No doubt, this is the reason that many have thought that the curse must come. If the curse did in fact equate with Armageddon and the final great time of trouble, then we would have to conclude that the curse must come. It would be unscriptural to think otherwise, as it is very plain from GOD’s Word that this great tribulation is to come; there is no doubt about that. But does the term ‘curse’ in this passage refer to the great tribulation? 

The passage in Malachi is very definite that Elijah will be successful, and therefore GOD will not smite the earth with a curse. In view of this, the curse can not refer to Armageddon. We have inserted an excerpt from Strong’s Concordance, which shows that one of the meanings of the Hebrew word is ‘utter destruction’. We note that several translations render the passage this way, as follows,

 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of
the LORD.
 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their
fathers; lest I come and smite the land with utter destruction”. Jewish Publication Society
 “Lo! I am sending unto you Elijah the prophet,-before the coming of the great and awful day of
Yahweh;
And he shall bring back the heart of the fathers unto the children, and the heart of the children unto
their fathers,-lest I come, and smite the land, with utter destruction.’
Rotherham
{2764} µr,je — cherem, khay'-rem; or (

<381411>

Zechariah 14:11) µr,j,

cherem, kheh'-rem; from 2763; physical (as shutting in) a net

(either literally or figuratively); usually a doomed object; abstr.

extermination: — (ac-) curse(-d, -d thing), dedicated thing, things

which should have been utterly destroyed, (appointed to) utter

destruction, devoted (thing), net. click to see {2763}
(excerpt from Strong’s Concordance)

So the meaning could simply be, that GOD is not going to utterly destroy the earth and all its inhabitants. We know of course very well from the general testimony of Scripture that this most certainly is not going to occur. GOD in HIS Foreknowledge knows the end from the beginning. HE knows that the out-workings of HIS Divine Plan will be successful and that the Elijah-class (the Christ Head and Body) will indeed restore all things and the majority of Adam’s family will be willing and co-operate to have their stony heart taken away and be given a heart of flesh, in which HIS Laws can be written. We often use the expression, that we can see something in our mind’s eye. There can be no doubt that GOD can see the glorious outcome in HIS Mind’s Eye, as it were.
Our Lord made it clear in His prophecy, that when the work of preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom for a witness to all nations was complete, then the end of the age would come. In view of our Lord’s statement and also in view of the fact that we can see that there is still a period of time left until the end of the age, we must conclude that there is still a great preaching-work to be done in the future; a work that will commence at the end of this age, and continue on throughout the Millennium, until all things have been restored.

 With our Master’s help and strength, may we all remain faithful, and be accounted worthy to be a member of the Elijah-class and have the privilege of assisting the groaning creation, and share in the work of restoring all things. 
Address By Greig Tosh
Elijah shall come first


